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T EIS Work was in readineſs for the preſs ſome 
months before the deceaſe of the Noble Perſon- 
age to whoſe protection it was conſigned ; but 
has been retarded ſince, by one of the e- 
vereſt alſlictions having befallen the author that 
human nature can experience. He now begs 
leave to add this light ſketch of character; and 
relies on the indulgence of his readers, to 
admit, as an apology for not withdrawing the 
original dedication, that he is adviſed to let it 
remain, in joint tribute of reſpect with this 
humble effort that precedes it. 
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Sour aur DzruxcroruUM voa Ante AGANT., 
PLINI EPIST, | 


IN HONOUR 


Or THE Man N Jans Bavpexs Duxz or Chinon 


Who died the 29th of September, 1789, in the 58th year 
of his age, after a ſhort but painful illneſs, which he bore 
with the inherent fortitude of his Heroic Anceſtry, 
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Tais AMIABLE NoBLEMAN 
Was removed from the preſent tranſitory ſcene, 
Poſſeſſed of all the world can boaſt, 
Or juſtly value: 
High poſts of honour—conſequence of power, 
Great proſpects of increaſing affluence, 


Conjugal happineſs ; 
And the perſonal eſteem and friendſhip 
| FR ; 


His SOVEREIGN, 
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Ix an ACE 
When oftentation and voluptuouſneſs unite 
To corrupt the manners and abſorb the reſources 
Of benevolent enterprize ; 
Splendour without excels, 
"ERIE in pleaſure, 
and 
Tavs MuN1FICENCE, 0 
(When propriety warranted the diſplay of generous exertion) 
Pelle Mo eminently mark the characteriſtics 
Of an uncontaminated 
PRINCELY MIND. 


Frank AND ArranLE 
To thoſe who looked up to him for favour, 
Ile ſtill maintained a due reſpect to ſtation, 
Aud the honours derived from high deſcent: 
r happy in pteſerving the balance of their influence 
From inviting ſervility, 
0 from obſtructing the exerciſe of a moſt pleaſing 
Deportment. 


Is HTS SENATORIAL CAPACITY, 
InnzPROACHABLE 2 
Steady to the real welfare of his country, 
- Purely devoted to the ſervice 
„ 00 8 
His ROYAL Mas TER. 
To a heart inclined to ſuecour the diſtreſſed, 

The tale of miſery finds an eaſy introduction, 
And 


(vii ) 


And cheering notice of the drooping ſtranger * 
Affords an exemplary record 
1 of _ 
GEenvins BENEVOLENCE., 


. EY Qualities ſo benign and valuable, 
And friendſhip influenced by worth of character, 
Raiſe both reſpect, and ſelf · complacency, in all 
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Diſtinguiſhed by his regard. 
From this faint tranſcript of deſert, 
The public muſt be ſenſible of its loſs 2 
And near connexions long lament their 
- IARITARABLE MISFORTUNE. » " 
Though by this event the Author is deprived 
Of hopeful patronage, 9 


. A due ſenſe of paſt endeavours will ever remain: 
Inſtead, therefore, of ſuppreſſing the unpolluted praiſe 
Intended for /iving merit, 
He now dedicates this grateful offering 
To the memory of the | | : 
DEPARTED» 555 


[Une OF...” RY” 1 ” 


The cafe of an unpreferred clergyman with a numerous family is 
herealluded to, whom the Duke preſented to a living, and with other mark» 
of beneficence, on hearing of his comfortleſs fituation; 95 
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urs GRACE — 


THE DUKE oF CHANDOS, &c.* 


LORD HIGH STEWARD or HIS MA. 
NATE: HOUSEHOLD, Kc. 


Mr ; Lond Doxz, 


BEING honoured with the petite of 
preſenting theſe humble pages to your 
Grace, I feel moſt anxiouſly concerned to 
acquit myſelf becomingly upon the occa- 
ſion. Any public exhibition of literature 
is in itſelf an awful undertaking: the 
firſt attempt creates proportionate appre- 
henſions; and to render an introduction 
of this nature entirely unexceptionable, 


— 
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* The above Dedication is printed as it originally 
ſtiod, for the reaſons pre- advanced. „ 
Lg „„ requires 


t 


requires the joint exertion of talents and 
dexterity; and to a novice in the art, pre- 


ſents a ſtill more arduous taſk. 
When it became expedient to pre- 


pare the preſent fearful effort, I had 


recourſe for leading models to the moſt 
approved adepts in this particular ſtyle 
of compofitiom:— I withed to word it 
from the heart, and yet to be aſſiſted in the 
manner ; but I fotmmd my maſters ſo uni- 
verſally addicted to one general principle, 
which I dare not venture to employ, nor 
indeed have {ſkill or inclination-to adopt, 
that I derived no other benefit from my 
reſearches, than the determination of 
thinking for myfelf. coats 

From my notice of ſo prevailing a 
defect in many celebrated writers, this 
thought occurred: that when an au- 


thor is addreſſing his Patron, if he would | 


duly reflect, that the eſtimate of his prin 
ciples is regiſtered, as well as his fi un- | 


tion, he would be equally citcumſpect 


not to diſgrace the one, as willing that 


the other ſhould be reg -arded. If he 


adverted, that, w hilſt die value of his 
mental 


(9 
mental labours afforded them an exiſt- 
ence, his ſentiments and character were in 
perpetual review; it would render him 
diſcreetly ſparing of his praj/es: and profeſ- 
ions, and determine him not to ſink the 
man and gentleman, under any apologies 
from diſappointment, or dependence: he 
would kiſs the hand of Providence in 
reſpect to the latter, but hold himſelf 
accountable to e for _ 2 98 

of the former 

It is true, that the 1 aca 2 
ava make deſperate havoc with 
_ thoſe. buſy miniſters which ſupply our 
finer feelings; and ſharp neceſſity will over- 
throw the ſtubborn bulwarks of fancied 
independence, and oppoſing pride: but 
ſeldom is it ſeen, where early cultivation 
has been beſtowed on any hereditary good 
duality, that the principle ſo far degene- 
rates as. to become ſubſervient to diſgrace- 
Wo! purpoſes. If a man of the above 
deſcription is led to deal in panegyric, 
he feels himſelf incapable of any thing 
but hone/t praiſe; and like a choice plant, 
which, though it ſuffers from undue ne- 
glect 
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n 22 


ſure. 


$9} 
glect, yet ſtill retains its diſcriminating 
property—fo no viciſſitude will quench 


the zorch of real virtue, though it may 


contribute to confine its ſplendour. FAx 


NEN TIS HONESTA GLORIA.“ —Ignoble 


conduct generally proceeds from want of 
innate principle, and is rarely produced 
by any ſiniſter event that Providence may 
pleaſe to ſuffer for our trial. Thus im- 
preſſed with due veneration for a charac- 


ter no ways incompatible with adverſe 


fortune, your Grace will be ſecure that 
the armour I have choſen, againſt the i in- 
ſinuating ſuggeſtions of "ſelf-intereſt and 
adulation, will amply ſhield me from ad- 


mitting any idea ſubverſive of pure de- 


corum. There are /ome articles, however, 
my Lord Duke, upon which I may be 
indulged the; pleaſure to enlarge, without 
riſking” perſonal e en or e cen- 


There cannot fail to be a flattering 
ſenſation in every virtuous mind, whom 
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> ahi to the order of vifinQion worn n by Scotch 


Pro- 
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NaN hath pleaſed to 8 to digni- | 


fied ſuperiority, becauſe the efficient mo- 
tive argues excellence of character in the 


party honoured.” It is this captivating 


proſpect that ſtimulates and crowns the 
various talents which laudably contend 
for noble fame; it is this well-earned 


reward that perpetuates the worth or he- 
roiſm of our forefathers: and when I 
inveſtigate the records of your Grace's 


_ anceſtry, and trace their ſpirit in your 
nearer kindred, the pure ſucceſſion of 
elevated ideas denotes conſpicuouſly the 
quality of deſcent, by a ſingular diſplay 
of magnificence and taſte: that mag- 
nanimity which ſtamped their merit, 


when military achievements chiefly bore 
the teſt of praiſe, only changed its mode 


of exerciſe, in times more peaceful and 
refined. Pre-eminence, indeed, of every 
kind, reflects credit on poſterity, and gra- 
tifies the mind with the moſt deſirable 


poſſeſſion that, in a temporal view, it is 


capable of admitting. 
8 Still, 
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Still, virtue is the intrinſic. ornament 
of nobility; and in approaching one who 
has ſo fair a claim to wortli of character, 
it may be expected I ſhould here give 
looſe to perſonal eulogium.—But as the 
general conſent of the good vacates any 
neceflity for my encommms; and as 
perſons of greateſt merit, and accom- 
plithments, are always leaſt fond of their 
_ own praiſe; if, in its proper place, I re- 
queſt liberty to inſert any mark of my own 
experience, it muſt candidly be attributed 
to an impulſe very different from Fattery : 
reſtrained by the purity of thoſe principles 
I have before extolled, no leſs than the 
nature of the connexion ® I have the 
honour to bear, I ſhall diſappoint the 
greedy ear of carping curioſity, nor hazard 
any thing but what every generous and 
ſenſible mind, Jam confident, will ap- 
prove. 
You poſſess my Lord, that living mark 
of virtuous diſtinction, which genuine 
8 5 may juſtly boaſt, and — | 


P R 


Pg CHAPLAIN to his i 
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enjoy voDR a s Favour; the 
merited regard of a maſter, whoſe choice, 

whenever noticed by the dictates of his 
heart, reflects his own virtues in the 
qualities of his ſervants; who would have 
all about him fincere.and upright, were it 
poſſible, Invidious deſire, and narrow jea- 
louſy, may infuſe alloy into every favour- 
ed ſituation; but in the future records 
of the hiſtoric page, when ſlander and 
envy mils the food of intereſted motive to 
provoke their venomous appetite, then 
thoſe. names will permanently: ſhine, who 
are found diſtinguiſhed by the AN £ 


of a RELIGIOUS MoNARCH. 


Reſpecting public praiſe In the dif- 
charge of your political capacity, under 
the various events of miniſterial change, 

the bias of your Grace's Judgment has in- 
clined to that deciſion which every obſer- 
vant mind muſt admire and emulate ; the 
valuable intereſts of your country, not 
thoſe of other men, further than their 
| judicious management and ſteady Princi- 


ples 


(vi) 
ples deſerved fupport. The fluctuating 
nature of ſtate affairs is apt to aid the 
unfair ſurmiſes of thoſe who attach no 
other idea to elevated poſts than merely 
views of private benefit ; but a juſt concep- 
tion of the motives that principally influ- | 
ence an independent, honeſt mind, leads 
to more candid ſentiment. The conduct 
of fterling patriotiſm may be compared 
to thoſe ponderous bodies on a planet, 
which, though they /eem to move with 
the general revolution, remain unſhaken, 
from the eſſential nature of their own 
fixed laws. 


| cc Juſtum, et tenacem propoſiti virum, | 
Non civiom 1 prava e $a 
«© Mente 5 PILES et inte fo 
\ | Si fractus illabatur orbis, 
ih | | _<« Impavidum ferient ruinæ.“ 


The reaſons pre- advanced againſt . 
cion of fulfeme praiſe, preclude the plea- 


fure of dwelling upon particulars of no . 
e 


( | 
leſs exemplary than valuable deſcrip⸗ 
tion. But ' gratitude vill be heard, and 
urges me to make a public teſtimony of 

your Grace's friendly efforts to ſoften: tris 
als, the conſequence of ſucceſſively unfa+ 
vourable and inevuitablèe contingencies: 
And though the deſired effect did not at- 
tend your beneficent exertions, yet they 
demand equal acknowledgment from a 
mind ſuſceptible of generous regard. 

Is am ſenſible I need your Grace's ut- 
= | ' moſt candour to excuſe the length and 
: imperfection of this addreſs; which how- 
ever I muſt not cloſe, without moſt cor- 

dially atteſting the proper ſenſe I entertain 

of the warm part Her Grace the Ducheſs 

of Chandds- kindly took, in her endea- 
f vours to procure for me. the favourite 
object * alluded to above; and for her re- 
newed ſolicitation lately, to promote my 
intereſt ſome other way. For theſe in- 
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. Ts b of pio Bucks, where the author 
had officiated as curate near fourteen years. 
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ſtances of good will, as likewiſe for the 
ſoothing hope ariſing from the friendly 
profeſſions of future favour, contained in 
your Grace's correſpondence, I moſt hum- 
bly entreat your Graces, jointly, to accept 
my bounden thanks; and praying for the 
long continuance of your mutual hap- 
pineſs, I remain, with every due reſpect, 


My Lonp Dux, e 
"Io | Your. Grack's TR, 
obliged, alba, _ 
and moſt humble ſervant, 
Ide ADAM -GORDON. 
Nau 41789. Is TDN 
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1I HAVE not much to * by way of pre- 
face or introduction; but as ſomething of 
the kind may be expected, nothing can 
more become, or profit me, than, in the firſt 
place, to ſupplicate the favour of the reader, = 
whoſe candid judgment I am very ſenſible 
I ſhall greatly need, during the peruſal of 
theſe imperfect pages. 

The'effuſions of the heart, I am ready. . to 
confeſs, may more generally be diſcovered 
in the following diſcourſes, than the labour 
of the brain; and-therefore-I am, aware they 
are not calculated to endure the ſtrict ſeru- 
tiny of ſevere criticiſm: for which , reaſon, 
&« contentus paucis lectoribus, I take refuge 


*M the: kind partiality of thoſe valuable 
b 2 | * 


\ 
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friends, - whoſe flattering recommendation 


may afſure me proportionable indulgence 


with their obliging connexions, to whom 1 


am hereby introduced. Their unwearied 


zeal to promote my undertaking demands 


every return in my power; at preſent I 


have no other but this public teſtimony of 


grateful acknowledgment. 


It may not be improper here to add a few 
words reſpecting the different cd of the 


| following work. 


It will be obvious, that in x compoſitions 
of this caſt, ſimilarity of ſentiment and ex- 
preſſion is in ſome. degree unavoidable, 
eſpecially where ſcriptural illuſtration is em- 


ployed to vindicate the argument; and alſo 
that the thoughts being exhibited in a col- 


lective view, repetitions will - conſequently 
become more conſpicuous : wherever this 
may appear more frequent than might be 
deſirable, I would humbly wiſh it to be im- 

__ to defect of de not to inatten- 
tion. | | = 


50 have intruded _ my reader with but 
5 : 7 few 


: 6 xxi ) 
few compoſitions in the more familiar Aiyle; P 
their ſubject, and particular end, will ns To 
mark which ſermons are of- that kind: con- -. 
cerning theſe, I beg leave to hope, that the | 
poſitive neceſſity of uſing ſuch words and 
diction as can render an addreſs of any 
ſervice to the uneducated hearer, will ſuffi- 
ciently account for the ſimplicity both of 
matter and manner. Perhaps an apology 
may be requiſite for inſerting them at all: 
I muſt take the liberty of ſuggeſting, that I 
was induced thereto by reaſons which my 
conſcience aſſures me are juſtifiable; 1 
The ꝗth, 10th, and 11th diſcourſes of the | 
ſecond volume, it may be obſerved, afford 
an exception to my own remark, they 
having been ſo * /ateiy preached, and to a 
country congregation, in the moſt /teral 
ſenſe. In truth, the ſubje& of this addreſs 
to which { as ns was o ſo ORR and _ 


_ - Wy » — 1 » 
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The whole work would have been publiſhed near a 
year paſt, but for reaſons mentioned in the advertiſement | 
procecing the dedication. | | 


\ 


635 5 gular, 
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gular, wn in my own opinion, fo 3 
the utmoſt pains that could be beſtowed up- 


on it, that I judged it expedient to give the 


language a little higher poliſh than was need» 


ful in the delivery, in order the better to re- 


commend my unequal effort to the notice of 


a more refined tribunal. I am very ſenſible 


how wanting F am in ability to do ſtrict 
Juſtice to ſuch a ſubject ; languid ſpirits, and 


_ declining powers, deny that vigorous exer- 


tion the taſk requires. Inſtead of that ani- 
mation, which a weakened mind and chilled 


endeavours have attempted to ſupply, an 


humble honeſt zeal, to produce ſome gene- 
ral benefit, from a ſerious conſideration of 
this moſt intereſting event, mult be accepted 
as an excuſe for otbzr deficiencies, This I 
oan moſt ſafely affirm, that if I could at 
any time have done better, it is impoſhble 
ever to have more heartily ed to acquit 
myſelf ſucceſsfully than in he preſent 


cauſe, 
As to the other Aborte part of them 


were written on public occaſions, when the 


Tubject 


tubzeck required to de introduced in the beſt 


dreſs the author could furniſh, from à juſt 
principle of reſpect to the partioular deſerip- 
tion of his audience: and here again a ſlen- 
der ſtock of capacity muſt atone: for an 
appearance ſo. inadequate to the importance 
4 the undertaking. . 110 

The remainder of the ck was delivered 
in a neighbourhood, where 1 exerciſed 


the duties of my profeſſion for a long courſe 


of time ; many of the inhabitants conſiſting 
of characters in the moſt elevated and ele- 
gant ſtations: and it is from the kind en- 
couragement of ſome of theſe very friends, 


that I now venture to commit this tedious 
treſpaſs on their patience, in writing. A word 


refpeQting the Farewell Sermon delivered 
to this fame congregation ſeems needful 
in this place. I am aware of its unuſual 


length: for the relief of the reader, I have 
divided it where the ſubje& would admit a 


96-06 22 


deſirable time of reſt. In defence of its 
frolixity, 1 would beg leave to intimate, 
that having been full twenty-five years in 
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that country, and above half 3 time 

intruſted with the charge of this one pariſh, 
my attachment pleaded every effort during 
the laſt hour I might ever be indulged to 
tender my mite of profefſional advice before 
an aſſembly. 100 partial to my humble la- 
bours: and having ſince experienced their 
fiuceruy by an unanimous good with towards 
me under a long and trying ſuſpenſe of 


what might have been the iſſue of my fate, 


in regard to a * renewal of my clerical con- 
nection with them, I feel myſelf ſtill more 
indebted to afford them a peruſal of the 
whole of what they once were pleaſed to 

approve, and generally defire. Without this. 
conſideration, doubtleſs, the ſermon ſhould 
have been differently modelled, and much 


curtailed, to entitle it to the favour of more 


public judgment. Before I conclude, it will 
be neceſſary to heſpeak the indulgence. of 


* i 
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* | The author's  expetation of being ns to ihe 


| Rectory of Taplow, on the deceaſe of his need, the Hos. | 
noyrabſe and Rey, Mr. Hamilton. = 
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my friends, as to any ropograbhicalie errors 
they may meet with in this humble per- 
formance, my unavoidable diſtance from 
the preſs rendering it impoſſible I could 
attend to a due correction of theſe inaccu- 
racies. - I ſhall only ſubjoin one more re- 
mark, which is too intereſting to my own 
feelings to refrain, viz. that to thoſe of my 
patrons by whom I have the honour to be 
known, I truſt my views and ſituation will 
amply reſcue me from any ſuſpieion of be- 
ing governed by vanity or preſumption in Ss 
the preſent attempt. They are well aſſured 1 


_— 
MIDI RTE; PLAST ir XR Benton, 5 


PT 
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— 


— nt one 
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that: ER: % as gave riſe 1 this pro- i 
Auction: * 1 


* The rakes is not unwilling to N that 
| an humble wiſh of communicating the labours and expe- 
rience of his latter years to his acquaintance, had ſome 
ſhare of influence in the preſent undertaking ; and like- 
wiſe, that being ſequeſtered from the world by a concur- 
rence of foiſter events, and the retirement of his ſitua- 
tion, a due regard to the intereſts of his family ſuggeſted, 
that the diſtribution of the work among his friends 


would | ſ apply an occafþ onal . to ſome of them, 
which 


9 duction; and, after what has been ſaid, I am 
10 alſo inclined to hope the reſt of my kind 
i | readers, to whom I am a ſtranger, will be 
1 generouſly diſpoſed to acquit me of being 
* actuated by any other motives than ſuch as, 
1 Itruſt, will bear a favourable conſtruction. I 
Ul |  eannotdare to ſuppoſe that my feeble exer- 
IS tions in the GRAND, CAUSE will prove more 
; pPropitious in correcting the objectionable 


manners of the times, than the valuable ef- 


. "= forts of my fellow labourers in the vineyard ; 
. 8 and eſpecially when ſuch abundant ſtore of ̃ 
— excellent precepts, more powerfully urged 


both from pen and pulpit, by my ſuperiors 
in every ſenſe, produces fo little adequate 


which their own important engagements, and his ipabi- | 
lity to pay becoming, attendance, might render neceſſary 
to preyent an entire oblivion of their kind profeſſions, 
and the loſs of all benefit from a powerful and reſpectable 
alliance. If theſe are exceptionable motives, Nei in's 
zeal, and diſappointed hope, muſt take part in the de- 
fence ; ; and he truſts the general ſpirit of the perform- 
ance will make amends for their coalition i in the 215 
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effect. 
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( 10 


effect Purity of wnliation is the only 
pretenfion 1 aſſume. 

In reviewing. the 10 of thee * 3 
honoured this publication with their patron- 
age, it is extremely : gratifying to ſee ſo 
large a number of my cotemporaries in ear- 
ly life, many of them zow.in poſts of high= | 
eſt dignity and truſt ; and yet, neither the 
long courſe of #wenty years, nor the too 
general effect of pre-eminence, wealth, and 
power, has contaminated the principles of 
that genuine worth and amiableneſs of man- 
ners, which ſo long ago. begat eſteem; 
which will always diſtinguiſh real goodneſs 


of heart, and innate magnanimity ; and 


which encouraged me to hazard an appli- 
cation after ſuch a lapſe. of time: on the 
_ contrary, where the mind is changed and 
| ſpoiled in conſequence of temporary: ſupe- 
riority, or even hereditary honours, pity 
and contempt take place of pure and perma- 


nent reſpect. Whatever homage. /uch rev 
ceive, can only be conſidered as mere per, 


* of cs not the Juſt ae due 
5 


0 xxvlii * 


to gatnaſic caged of checker. The. - 
| eſtimate of attachment in the former claſs is 
confirmed by full proof of its . 
and has made a DUE IMPRESSION. 5 


When | ſome of us ſtarted in the ee 
courſe together, fair expectation equally 
warmed our hopes; but as it frequently 5 
happens in the event, that the race is 
not to the ſwift, &c.“ if any of my 
readers have felt 1hit truth, I would beg 
leave moſt cordially to ſympathize, and ad- 
moniſh in the language of an old compa- 
nion, during our years of happy exemption 
from lacerating diſappointment and worldly 
ſorrows—* Durum ; ſed levius fit patientid. 
And to thoſe whoſe induſtry and anxious 
hope have been compenſated by aftluence 
and power, or who may have obtained the 
envied prize through the eaſier channel of 
fortunate contingency ;—with equal humi- 
lity, affection, and reſpect, with all due 
deference to the uſeful import and juſt au- 

f thority of exalted ſtation, I would preſcribe 
an antidote againſt the pernicious influence 


of 


„„ 


of theſe ſeducing and tranſient favours, and 
take my leave of them too with the ſame 
| Poet s obſervation and advice: 


« Non poſfidentem PEP vocaveris 
0 Rette beatum : rectius occupat | 
4 Nomen beati, qui Deorum 
| « Muneribus ſapienter uti,” 


— * Agua tege neceſſitas_ 
e FSortitur inſignes et imos, 
Onne capax movet urna nomen. 


e 
8 


The Preface to a work of this com- 
plexion cannot conclude with more pro- 
priety than in the phraſe of ſcripture : 
„ALL IS VANITY, BUT TO FEAR ls 
AND KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS.” 
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A Subject for the ASYLUM CHAPEL. 0 
Non nobis ſolum nati ſumus; ortaſque noſtri partem pa- 


tria vindicat, partem parentes, partem amici. 


PrAr. apud Cic. 


Vir bonus et ſapiens dignis ait eſſe paratum. Hor, 
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But the liberal deviſeth liberal things, and 
” 9 88 things FP he- be eftabl; YO 


HAVE ſelected a ſubject for your 
inſtruction this day, my brethren, 
which deſcribes, the moſt amiable and 
valuable character in human nature; and 
at the ſame time is big with a ſubſtan- 
tial promiſe of conſequent reward. 


The virtue of liberality, as 1 


a wiſe diſtribution of the good things of 


life, though not practiſed ſo univerſally - 
and conſcientiouſly in the world as chriſ- 


tian precept requires, is yet too well un- 


derſtood by its benign influence within 
theſe walls, to need aue andes 4 


tion. 


The important _ 125 ali Fs | 


jects of this charity, indicate the intrinſic 
B 2 | value 
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value of the word more forcibly than 
any expoſition I can make. The benefi- 
cent mind needs only pay a viſit to 7515 
ſpot, to have every accordant ſenſation 
tuned to the moſt harmonious pitch; and 
enjoy that rich feaſt of ſoul, which ten- 
der ſympathy and generous relief are cal- 
culated to produce.——O happy people! 
were we duly ſenfible of the blefling of 
pious rulers, whoſe provident regard ex- 
tends to the danger of friendleſs infancy ; 
whoſe compaſſionate inſtitution cannot 
but thrive under the patronage of a moſt 
diligent and reſpectable direction! 

But though liberality in another ſenſe, - 
and eſpecially chriſtian candour, obliges 
us to judge favourably of every indivi- 
dual met together on this blefled day; 
yet it cannot be denied that the true 
ſpirit of piety is not always, as it ought 
to be, the leading principle that actuates 
outward compliance with religious du- 
ties.— The unhappy negle& of ſerious 
habits in the early part pf education, 1s 
no ways friendly to a vital purſuit of holy 
exerciſes; and the cares and * pleaſures 
which unite to diſtract the inhabitants 
N of 
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of populous cities; together with tlie con- 


taminating prevalence of high example, 
render ſelf. examination very neceſſary in 
this particular, and ſupply bur office with 
matter of paſtoral remonſtrance and ex- 
hortations 

As in all numerous aſſemblies; there- 


fore, a variety of character muſt obviouſ- 


ly be collected, I ſhall employ the time 
allotted me this day in ſuch a diſcuſſion 


of the ſubject my text contains, as with 


God's bleſſing may, in ſome meaſure, bes 
nefit my ſeveral hearers. ; 
The "He I ſhall take to dir my 


addreſs perſpicuous, will be, 


Firſt, To enlarge upon the character 
and condu which the former part. of 
the paſſage implics-—* The liberal de- 
«© viſeth liberal things ;” and, | 

Secondly, I ſhall exhort attention to 
the value of the reward. By liberal 


* things they ſhall be eſtabliſhed.” Which 
may help to ſtimulate the ſupineneſs of 
thoſe who are leſs ſenſible to the im- 


pulſe of this exalted virtue; and encou- 


rage and invigorate the perſeverance of 
others, who have a more happy propenſity 
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1 
to generous pity, and munificent under- 
takings. 

In treating this ſubject, het FRET of 
character will be neceſſary, to place the 
principal object in its juſt and ſtrongeſt . 
light; and, as I am an entire ſtranger in 

this place, no poſſibility of per/anal refe- 
rence can be ſuſpected; however profet- 
ſional duty might warrant ſimilar notice 
(under due reſtriction) in a more con- 
fined capacity of parochial charge, and 
.from a zealous defire of particular refor- 
mation, and an earneſt ſupport of the Di- 
vine Jaws. 5 

e advantages of a truly beneficent 
temper are ſo ſatisfactory to their poſſeſ- 
for, and ſo extenſive in their promotion 
of public happineſs, that no ſocial virtue 
merits higher eulogium—is more pleat- 
ing to dwell on—or more needful to be 
enforced at all times, eſpecially in ſo mix- ' 
ed and fluctuating an audience as is ufu⸗ 
ally aſſembled in this place. | 

In the deſcription of the character 1 
would now recommend to all preſent, I 
here conſider the term liberal as equivo- 

| cal with beneficent : it varies in its pre- 
„ „ „„ ſent 
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(1) 


ſent dent from the Guſs i in which 


it ſerves to ſignify refinement of ſenti- 
ment, flowing from candid judgment and 
good breeding. The prophet uſes it to 


| denote a virtue of the ſoul, not a mere 


_ poliſh of manners. Liberality, or bene- 


ficence, is nearly allied to benevolence :—= : 


by the fi gi, we underſtand an actiue good- 
nes; the latter may exiſt where an effi- 
cient power is wanting ; but the former 
preſuppoſes the poſſeſſion of the other, 
and neceſſarily includes them both 


and the proof the text aſſerts, of that de- 


gree of excellence attending every one ſo 
happily gifted, is, that he deviſeth lis 
„ beral things.” In ſhort, beneficence is 
our warrant that benevolence is a ſterling 
principle; not an ideal and flattering 
perſuaſion that we have a claim to feel- 
_ ings which diſplay the moſt lovely fea- 


tures of human nature, but which are 


mere tranſient effects of conſtitutional 
tenderneſs; which melt ſuddenly like 
wax at a quick heat, but harden again as 
ſoon, leaving no impreſſion of . virtuous 
efficacy : an obſervation which, by the 


way, ſhould be a powerful incitement to 
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6 
all who are viſited even with zb;s call to 
generous actions, not to let the gracious 
impulſe cool, but to cloſe with ſcriptu- 
ral counſel, ©* Whatſoever.thy hand find- 
te eth to do, do it with thy might.” The 
enemy that uſeth conſtant vigilance to 
fruſtrate every hopeful endeavour, hath 
on his fide the fallacious maxims of a ſelf- 
Hh world to check the beſt of purpoſes ; 
and leaves no art untried to prevent a 
habit of benevolence and mercy, know- 
ing the ſure and great reward ſuch con- 
duct 1s calculated to obtain. 

To be truly beneficent, is to 8 
11 70 as mortals are enabled, that purity 
of deportment intimated in the command 
of „being perfect as he is perfect, who 
is the ſource of every diſintereſted virtue; 
who * maketh his ſun to ſhine on all,“ 
but reſerveth the choice though ſecret 
effects of preference to thoſe devoted to 
his ſervice, and zealous of his precepts. 
It is to imitate that ſuperior excellence, 
which, in difleminating the moſt precious 
gifts, acquires to himſelf ſuch ineffable 
delight, as reflects its own perfection, and 
impels ſueceſſive action from the very 

- | | contemplation 3 


K 


contemplation. of increaſing and.. inex- : 
hauftible power to do good. oF 
Hence then we may infer, that this 
virtue is moſt pleaſing to the Almighty ; 
for, in every purſuit that yields the high- 
eſt ſatisfaction, that is moſt excellent 
which comes neareſt" to the original to 
which it owes its exiſtence :—and a 
ſtronger demonſtration cannot be given 
you, than, leſt man ſhould want an evi- 
dence of this truth, God has been pleaſed 
to eſtabliſh it by revelation; and, in the 
perſon of the moſt perfect man that ever 
appeared, he: has proclaimed his appro- 
bation of this amiable character, by this 
powerful teſtimony, that it was his 
„ meat and drink to do good to men.“ 
When therefore we have ſuch a hoſt 
of proof the intrinſic: value of the thing 
itſelf— the mighty happineſs it is found 
to yield Divine command — and our 
blefied Maſter's. confirmation of the ex- 
| pediency of its praftice—it is almoſt in- 
1 comprehenſible how ſo ſlender a compli- 
„ ance with theſe combined inducements 
I. ſhould mark the conduct of mankind in 
| general, The only anſwer to be given 
3 ENT wy 1 0 185 


6 0 3 
is, the wretched conſequence of a fallen 
ſtate, which perverts the uſe of bleſſings 
to purpoſes of diſhonour, and the increaſe 
of man's miſery; inſtead of effecting his 
real good, and N the ow of 
his Maker. 
No ſtronger inſtante of this degene- 
racy need be ſhewn, than that we often 
ſee the propereſt object of humane regard 
remain negle&ted, and allowed to droop, 
from the very circumſtance that ſhould 
invigorate the exertion of a beneficent 
ſoul; as if it was not enough to be un- 
fortunate, but that the additional calami- 
ty of wanting means to aſſiſt unwearied 
induſtry, and a virtuous conflit with miſ- 
fortune, ſhould ſtrangely tend to deaden 
the beneficent impulſe, in thoſe abundant- 
ly able to ſoften every care, and reſcue 
the obſcured ſufferer from accumulated 
feverity of fate. But ſoit is; and often 
the very plea they unwarrantably cheriſh 
to excuſe their aid, ſerves alſo (contrary 
to all reaſon} to induce them to diſcard 
the object of their juſt regard (becauſe 
the caſe is ſingularly hard, and needs pro- 


portionable exertion !)—for, alas! the 
ſons 


5 

ſous of affluence. and power in general 
ſhun the miſerable as they would a peſti- 
lence ; they rejoice not in the bleſſed oc- 
caſion of adding immortal ſplendour to 
their preſent fame, by generouſly ſuccour- 
ing the friendleſs; but dread each mark 

of favour to this hapleſs tribe, as what 


would leſſen that influence of worldly in- 


tereſt, which promiſes return of ſelfiſh 


conſequence, and feeds a falſe ambition, 


and ignoble tranſitory importance. More 
hapleſs themſelves at laſt, when riches, 
power, and talents ſhall only follow them 
with fruitleſs upbraidings of the waſte 
and miſapplication of theſe bleſſings 
when they ſhall find themſelves for ever 
ſeparated from thoſe once {lighted fellow- 
creatures, who entreated but for ſome flen- 
der conſolation, which the ſuperfluity of 
their ſtock enabled them to beſtow ; 


which never could have been miſled, 


but would have yielded, at an unexpected 
and needful. ſeaſon, a ſoothing ſhare of 


hope—-when they ſhall be ſeparated, not 


by a proud unfeeling choice, as now; but 
by neceſſity, and the laws of endleſs fate: 
* for between them a great gulph is 
z „ fixed,” 
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bx fed, ” _ the conſequence of a mer⸗ 
cileſs career renders it impoſſible they can 
paſs; while part of their ſad retribution 
for the abuſe of their good things, will 
be to view the bliſsful and immutable 
condition of thoſe who in ** their life time 
& have ſuffered their evil things.” And 
though perhaps it may be better for them, _ 
in a view to future recompence, not to 

have their troubles entirely removed; yet 

the injunction of mercy, and the gift of 
power, politively decide that they ſhould 
be alleviated: for in this conſiſts the 
trial of the rich and powerful here, for 
the reward of peace and happineſs here- 
. 

But of all the conflis to which the "os 
ation of the luckleſs is expoſed, nothing is 
fo injurious to their cauſe, and ſo aggravat- 
ing to their griefs, as the malignant influ- 
ence of /ecret calumny and malevolence, 
This is the moſt powerful engine of the 

Evil Spirit to urge the wounded ſufferer 
to deſpair, How ſeyerely piercing this 
accumulation of afflition, is powerfully | 
and beautifully ſet forth in the hiſtory of 
the n Job. Even fimple miſrepreſen- 

tation 


„ 
tation often operates in ſuch a variety of 
unfavourable ſhapes, and proceeds ſo fre- 
quently from unworthy motives, that its 
pernicious effects are hardly poſſible to be 
obviated, but by the commiſerating hand 
of God's good providence ; who, when his 
ſervants have been ſufficiently tried in the 
furnace of affliction, ſometimes makes 'a 


way for them to eſcape; even in this life 
vouchſafes them à breathing time of peace; 


expoſes the treachery of falſe friends; 
moſt graciouſiy affording, even to them, 
an opportunity for contrition and re- 
pentance ; and, to the confuſion of the 
moſt cruel and ſubtle enemies, unravels 
all the mazes of their ſelfiſh and unfeeling 
machinations, ' It is no uncommon caſe 


for the pureſt and moſt exemplary cha- 


racters to be traduced through jealouſy, 
and envy of their ſuperior merit, and 
even to be loaded with the fouleſt and 
falſeſt aſperſions, Scripture furniſhes us 
with various inſtances of this; and in 
the traffic of this wicked life we meet 
with them too often. 
There needs no ſtronger proof of the 
fall of human nature from its original 
ſtate 
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ſtate of purity, than this diabolical ten- 
dency to ſlauder, and a barbarous induſ- 
try to defeat the good of others. This 
was the early fatal teſtimony of the apo- 
ſtate angel's depravity, as exhibited to- 
wards our firſt parents in a ſtate of inno- 
cence, and which nothing but the oppo- 
fite ſpirit of redeeming love can palliate 
or atone for. VVV 
| Nay, even where there is ſome claim 
to expect good offices, how ſoon is the 
tranſient gleam of benevolent deſign with- 
drawn, if the moſt diſtant ſhade: of par- 
tial intereſt interferes! | How few have 
heart to ſpeak the merits of an acquain- 
tance, or juſtly ſatisfy enquiry after ac- 
cual ſufferings from à quarter where they 
look for any favour to themſelves ! In 
ſhort, ſo narrow is the mind where ſelf 
alene preſides, fo deficient is our compo- 
ſition to produce beneficent ſincerity, that 
Be diſcovers no ſmall teſt of virtuous for- 
titude, who, when the benefit of his 
friend requires it, can el upon bjs 
worth, Nor is this any uncharitable or 
exaggerated review; for it cannot be 
otherwite ; becauſe it is an inherent pro- 


perty 


perty of 8 nature to be actuated by 


that principle which is moſt prevalent 
in its compoſition; and until men are 
brought to a conviction of what conſti- 
tutes their chief good, which nothing but 
religious motives, can ſubſlantially eſtabliſh, 
they will neceflarily be attracted by that 
rule which determines their own intereſt. 
Having deſcanted ſufficiently upon the 
=> and more diſguſting part of my 


ſubje&, I approach to the more pleaſing _ 
taſk, which leads me to recur to the firſt 


diviſion of the text. 

By liberal things we are not on il y to 
underſtand a generous and cheerful diſtri- 
bution. from that rich ſtore of fortune 
| with which the providence of. God may 
have bleſſed us; but any kind of exertion 
within our power, if beſtowed from mer- 
ciful conſideration , and directed to valu- 


able purpoſe, doth well deſerve the very 


beft conſtruction the words can bear. It 


would curtail the greateſt ſhare of hu- 
mane good-will, were we to confine the 


healing influence of the liberal ſoul to 
the mere bounty of pecuniary. benefit; 2 
Fhough perhaps ; the quinteſſence of genu- 
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ine . can afford no ſurer feſt 
of its excellent ſpirit, than drawing upon 
this fund. Vet the deſign, the manner, 
the peculiar diſpoſition of the donor, have 
all their ſeparate and valuable degrees of 
eſtimation, We are juſtified in this re- 
mark from the declaration of him who 
was unerring in his judgment. Hoy 
«hard is it,“ ſays Chriſt, for a rich 
„man to enter the kingdom of heaven * 
Doubtleſs the obſervation could alone pro- 
ceed from the abuſe of that particular ta- 
lent entruſted to his care; the proper ufe 
of which 1 is calculated to afſure the weal- 
thy one of the higheſt ſtations there: for 
our bleſſed Lord, in tender regard to the 
caſe of the large multitude who compoſe 
this order, ho otherwiſe might have 
been hardened in the ſelfiſn and impro- 
vident employment of their good things, 
applies this certain conſolation, that *no- 
thing was impoſſible to God:“ and 
hence at once inculcates the danger of 
the trial, and the neceſſity of a conſtant 
and devout dependance on bis aid, who 
is both the giver of the means, and ſolely 


able to prevent the heart from being cor- 
6 - Furey 
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J 


EC © -) | 
rupted by them, or to turn it to a right 
ſenſe of feeling. But not to digreſs too 


far from the more immediate illuſtration 
of this part of my ſubject, there are other 


qualities of the mind, beſides the noble 
diſintereſtedneſs now ſpecified, which lay 


juſt. claim to what is comprehended in 
155 Iberal character. We ſhall not be 


accountable for what we want, or cannot 


ſpare to others; but only for what we 
da poſſeſs, and will not diſtreſs, but profit 
us to beſtow: and where benevolence is 
deſtitute of the means to make a brilliant 
teſtimony. of its worth, in. one reſpect, 

it may employ ſome other equally. bene 
ficial to the object of its notice; and as 
atis factory to its own conſcientious aſſu- 


rauce of dutiful acquieſcence to the ſus. 
92 me injunctions, as the maſt ſplendid. 


iſplay of: affluence can yield. If the 
ſparing exertion is confined to perſonal 


bounty, we have the moſt ſure and cheer- 


ing word to aſcertain acceptance of our 


beſt efforts Behold. ſhe hath thrown 


„ in, more than they all;”—thus quali- 


Hing the nature of the gift by the purity 
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of the intention: and in truth this teſt 
was materially valuable; for they, 
continues our Saviour, ©* caſt in from 
& their abundance ;”_ but ſhe, of her all, 
hath added a more grateful ſacrifice of be- 
neficent contribution to the treaſury of 
indigence ;—a conſideration which great- 
ly aggravates the oppoſite OG of 
thoſe, who, even of their abundance, either 
grudgingly depoſit the tribute of due ac- 
knowledgment to the Lord to whom 
they owe all they have; or ſtill more 
greedily withhold even the literal value 
of the widow's mite, comparatively with 
their means. 

O ye deluded ſons of fortune truſt 
not in uncertain riches, which will make 
to themſelves wings, and leave you to 
the barren contemplation, and lacerating 
remorſe, of your polluted ſouls, in that 
ſad hour when theſe things will not 
profit you but wiſely make friends in 
time of the mammon of unrighteouſneſs, 
that having ſown the fruitful ſeed of be- 
neficence, which vaſt poſſeſſions enable 


you to cultivate, they may finally receive 
* e 


(- 29 ) 


a rich harveſt in the day of reckoning for 
the many talents lent unto. you. 
If the groſs clothing of fleſh and blood 


drovens the loud calls of conſcience— if 


the force of evil habits reſtrains the dic- 
tates of liberality; if the foul influence 
of general example ſeems to warrant your 


following a multitude to do evil; if the 
ſedueing power of temptation, the falſe 
pleaſure of vanity, and ruinous extrava- 


gance, unite to block up every avenue 


from admitting the claims of ſorrowing 


you into everlaſting habitations, and yi aq . 


application; accept the recipe I will ad- 


viſe to break theſe ſeveral chains that 
would confine your better nature in a 


priſon of worldly faſcination. Go to the 


habitation of the liberal; — enter the courts 
of mercy ; — and only draw a fair com- 
pariſon of the different employments of 
their mind, from what intoxicates and 


{ 


tranſports. your diſſipated reflections:— 


alk the ready deviſer 'of liberal things, 
what freſh returns he has experienced from 


the effect of generous bounty, or healing 
counſel; what feaſt of thought he is 
anticipating in the Plealing proſpect of a 


£2 | favour 
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favour to be conferred, IO: the ſuc- 
 cefsful intervention of his power; and 
judge, from the modeſt teſtimony of his 
report, from the compoſure of his mind, 
and the pleaſing images which viſit his 
fancy, whether the beneficent man is 
„not ſatisfied with himſelf;“ whether 
the ſlave of faſhionable extravagance, or 
the voluptuous promoter of ſenſual ex- 
ceſs, or the reſtleſs rival of every dazzling 
{plendour, which falſe and fickle taſte can 
crowd upon him, is equally happy upon 
ingenuous confeſſion ;—or can boaſt the 
like degree of ſubſtantial and n 
pleaſure in his purſuits. | 
To them, an occafional viſit of liberak 

folicitation wears the moſt | unwelcome 
face ;—it is a formidable tax upon the 
increaſe of numberleſs ſuperfluities, which 
the mad rage for more, paints in forbid- 
ding colours: — and if perchance ſome 
ſymptoms of benevolent inclination {tilt 
remain, the ſparing tribute is reluctant- 
ly - beſtowed, its value vainly magnified 
through the pervading engroſſment of ſelf 
iſh indulgence, and ſometimes ſecretly eſti- 
mated as an atoning compoſition for con- 
7 e ſeious 


* 
ſcious -prodigality, In truth, the ruinous 
habits of novelty. and diſſipation have ren- 
dered the actual wants of many fo preſſ- 
ing, as to exclude all hope of generous 

ability; and, in a ſtrict religious ſenſe, 
| ns of this deſcription” ate become 
themſelves (though from far different 
cauſes) the greater objects of oommiſsra- 
tion. — But let us try a very different 
character the really opulent and thrif- 
ty, whoſe clear peſſeſſions, and ready 
ſtock, mark a rich fund for beneficent 
pur poſe; and qualify the happy prbprie- 
tor for ſeeuting ſuch ah ineſtimable re- 
verſion, as will exceed the mortgages of 
kingdoms. Doubtleſs, he has laid up 
treaſures where nothing can endanger 
their decreaſe; but, on the contrary, the 

principal will be reſtored with uch. 
turn of intereſt, as would glut the moſt 
exorbitant -defire, ſurpaſſing the moſt ex- 
tortionate production of uſurious depre- 
dation, and promiſing an endleſs barter 
of the moſt profitable exchange. Doubt- 
leſs, 12 hath provided treaſure in hea- 
% ven: the eaſe with which he might 
7 65 valuable an ineiisnce, argues 
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E 
the wiſdom of the purchaſer. Let your 

own hearts aſcend the judgment- ſeat 
where the conſcience ſpeaks favourably, 
perſevere in well- doing faint not - but 
pray continually for ſtrength :—verily 
you ſhall have your reward, ſuch as nei- 


promiſe of the eternal God himſelf. . If 


any of your hearts condemn you, apply 


in time this wholeſome admonition of 
the divine counſellor —*+ Thou fool, this 
night thy ſoul may be required of thee, 
and then whoſe ſhall theſe things be 
« which thou haſt provided?“ The pro- 
perty, perhaps, of ſome: ungrateful prodi- 
gal; the ſource of every vicious indul- 


| gence; a temptation to join that infernal 
coalition of covetouſneſs and profuſion, 


whoſe monſtrous alliance begat the moſt 
pernicious of wicked-habits, and ſpreads 
ſuch extenſive and irreparable ruin, as 
cauſes horror often to record: or per- 
haps it may revert to thoſe you have 


every reaſon to deſpiſe; who will revell 


in the conſequence of your un] uſt neglect 

of others, Whoſe happineſs you might at 

laft have fixed, when forced to bid adieu 
25 DD 5 3 
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to that abundance, which tendered ample 
means, while living, for your conſiderate 
protection, though then you wanted vir- 
tue to effect it; whereas the anguiſh of 

diſappointed hope, augmented by years | 
of flattering notice, will brand the me- 
mory with merited diſgrace, and the exe- 
cration of the injured. Not ſo the eho- 
ſen few, who make plenty and beneficence 
the handmaids of each other ; whoſe cor- 
dial alliance cannot fail to ſupply thoſe 
_ exquiſite pleaſures I have already inti- 
mated. Let us then leave the ſordid and 
ſelfiſh to themſelves, the object in which 
they maſt delight; and take a view of 
that aſſemblage of ability and inclination - 
which many elevated characters ſill on 
ſeſs. 
When e of Aden ah not 
intoxicate the, mind; when ſplendour 
does not ſo far dazzle as to exclude diſ- 
cernment of our duty; when the appen= 
dages of proſperity, inſtead of feeling the 
heart, contribute to evince its JSenfibility 3 | 
and the inſidious flatteries and various in- 
tereſts almoſt inſeparable from the mag- 
netiſm of N do not withhold 
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@ favourable inclination towards :merit 3 
when fame, which ſeldom errs in mage 
nifying viriuous efforts, tells us deſert 
need only to be diſcovered, to aſſure aſſiſt - 
ance, however obſcured by finiſter events; 
where cxconomy and provident wiſdom 
tend to increaſe magnificence, and pro- 
mote acceſſion of influence, to the aggran» 
diſement of an illuſtrious name, inſtead 
of entailing poverty and diſgrace, by 
ſquanderiug opulence in riotous excels, or 
ruinous play; when the poor man does 
not {it at the gate of plenty, in fruitleſs 
expectation of * the crumbs that fall 
„ from the rich man's table,” but, from 
an exertion of conſiderate and tender no- 
tice, receives a bountiful and unſolicited 
ſupply from the overflowings of that 
abundance which the thoughtleſs and un- 
feeling ſuffer to be waſted, or appropri- 
ated to unworthy ends — in that line dig- 
nity may be expected to wait on heredi- 
tary honours, and bleſſings be perpetuated. 
The prayer of the needy and unfriended 
ſhall be heard for that man; i im the 
original Divine impreſſion upon human 
nature ſeems to be retrieved; and, if 1 
| may 


"0 


( ws 
may be permitted % to ſpeak, by: ſuch a 
glorious diſplay of general and judicious 
benevolence, nobility is RE-ENNOB LED. 
In ſuch caſes it is not only delightful, but 
an incumbent office to catch an opportu- 
nity of holding up the fair example; and 
all that can be worthily objected, is want 
of ſkill to do the picture juſtice. Thank 
Heaven, there are ſtill ſome valuable ori- 
ginals of this grand deſign, whoſe praiſe, 
in this reſpect, exceeds my powers of de- 
ſeription, But as this is no more a place for 
perſonal panegyric than reproach, and all 
here mentioned is alone deſigned to coun- 
tenance virtue and diſcourage vice, by ex- 
hibiting their natural conzraft, as uſeful to 
that end—let what has been ſaid obtain a 
general application to all deſerving it; as 
likewiſe ſhould the oppoſite allufion.— 
This inference cannot be denied, that 
they who are bleſſed with grace to em- 
ploy their affluence in reſcuing the deſerv+ 
ing from that odium indigence alone too 
often caſts upon them, do thereby alſo 
promote the happineſs of thoſe humanity 
holds moſt dear—ties, which inſpire an 
exertion, and A. no OTHER mo- 
tives 
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tives could ever reconcile. If any ſuch 
are preſent, they have a claim to cheriſh 
the reſemblance my humble talents have 
endeavoured to preſent them. And with 
a hearty congratulation of ſo valuable a 
poſſeſſion, I ſhall conclude this portion of 
my ſubject, time not 3 me to 
proceed at preſent. | 
Now, &c. | 58 
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deavoured to recommend the beauty and 


excellence of the beneficent character, by 


the help of ſuch a contraſt between thoſs 
employing, or negleRing, their great power 


of doing good, as might ſtrike the TOP: 


ment, and invigorate practice. 
It remains now, that I ſhould proceed to 


enlarge upon a further deſcription of the 
virtue my text commends; which, though 


it wants the potent aid of wealth, will fur- 


niſh endleſs projects to fulfil its liberal de- 


vices. This heavenly temper abounds in 
means of gratifying its virtuous WN 
n mankind. e 

When 
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When other reſources at to fail, the 

| Intricfic” valve r 2 "diligent and uniform 
example of upright conduct, lends power to 
the kind of heart; and will often prevail 
with ſome to incline their ear to the gene- 
rous perſuaſion of ſuch an advocate. En- 
gaging talents ſometimes ſupply the value 
of our own perſonal efficiency, in influ- 
encing others; and have powerful weight 
in ſoftening the natural tenaciouſneſs of our 
acquaintance. Again, the aſſiduous elo- 
quence, and refiſtleſs importunity, with 
which unwearied virtue is endued, prevail 

over many more; and that long extended 
chain of intereſts and connections, which 
Providence has conſtructed to prove the in- 
duſtry of the beneficent principle, holds 

out an almoſt infinite field for humane en- 
deavour. What a lovely picture would 
the world afford what a pleaſing emblem 
of future perfection, and virtuous diligence, 
if each individual would only uſe the ſeve- 
ral modes beneficence will ſuggeſt of doing 
good !—And let this further conſolation 
attend thoſe ſeveral patrons, whoſe power 
and intereſt are eſſentially equivalent to the 
effects of that he who ſo blends 


judgment 


* 


judgment wich —_——— as in the ad- 


vancement of the depending, moſt ſervice- 
ably to diſplay the reſpective endowments 
of mankind—he is in a manner the author 


of thoſe qualities, and the advantages attend- 


ing their promotion; evinces virtuous ſym- 
pathy for the neglected, and cannot too 
highly be extolled, both as a private and 
public bene factor. 

Care and misfortune check the free cur- 
rent of intellectual excellence: virtue in 
diſtreſs has the fir pretenſion to liberal 
patronage: the moſt effectual advance to 
general reformation, is to make religion a 
ſtep to preferment (at leaſt to reſcue it 
from the degradation of exigence), and irre- 
ligion and idleneſs a Zar to it: — then will 
propriety and utility -unite to govern fa- 
vour; nor ſhall the voice of pining merit 

cry aloud in vain. 

I will only treſpaſs upon your patience 
with one more engine that will greatly 
help the viſible effect of general beneficence;' 
and that is, a minute and conſcientious re- 
gard to every claim on gratitude, This is 
an aſſiſtant virtue of mighty influence to 
the cauſe before us: without it at, no ſound 

pPretence 


öͥ ðõͥ 
. to „* of character can be 
maintained: and however fair the ſtudied 
outſide may appear, however artful poliſh 
may decetve, a neglect to eultivate tiuis 
prime ingredient, leaves but a fruitleſs huſk, 
when promifing appearance. 18 e to 9 
full proof of 1 innate worth. 
So intricate is the maze of temporal and 
pendencies, - that few, if any, but might 
trace a ſcore of credit to be balanced, from 
the incumbent duty of benevolent conſide- 
ration; not only to thoſe immediately our 
friends aud benefactors, but to others whom 
the providence of God connects by a more 
diſtant link in the chain of human affairs; 
railing” them up occaſionally as conſpicuous 
objects of generous regard; prefenting them 
for the purpoſe of reminding us to whom 
we owe our all, and how he would: be re- 
quited; or to fill up the meaſure of our 
delinqueneies by ſuch; proud contempt, - or 
unkind deſertion of theſe probations of our 
virtue, as will Jy the ſentence of final 
condemnation, © 
But, like true hidden of the wicked 
author of this foul degeneracy in our na- 
ture, we are too apt to imitate the original, 
and 


T9 


and often rebel againſt the very hand that 
raiſed us. None are more warily ſhunned 
than thoſe who, having been leſs fortunate, 
may need protection. So deceitful is the 
human heart, and fo little do men know 
themſelves, that we may venture to affirm, 
that if, during the uncertain budding of 
this life's hope, a bare ſuſpicion ſhould be 
hazarded between two friends, that the ra- 
pid growth of worldly favour, inſtead of 
proving beneficial to grateful remuneration, | 
would ultimately eradicate the remem- 
brance of the preſent ties, and diſcard that 
precious ornament of character; it is moſt 
natural that Hazael's ſpeech would inſtantly 
occur to the uncontaminated party, in juſt 
rebuke of ſuch unfair ſurmiſe Hat] am 
Ja dog, that I ſhould thus degenerate ?— 
But, alas! experiment daily proves the fact; 
and confirms the obſervation of the poet, that 
„ proſperity ſpoils ten, for one it mends: 
where, if the ſenſe and meaſure of the line 
could have met together, he might have 
{ſpoken a fuller truth, and ſubſtituted zhou- 
/ands with equal fafery ; for adverſity, ac- 
cording to ſome author, tries, but proſperity 
/hews the man. The mind is often over- 
. D e 
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ſet by a ſucceſſion of propitious contin- 
gencies; ſycophants and flatterers take place 
of old alliances, and private friendſhips; 
and there are many reaſons to account for 
change of character and deportment, all re- 
ſolvable in the common weakneſs and cor- 
ruption of our nature. Man, like the grand 
apoſtate; would owe a// to his own ſuffi- 
ciency. or merit: pride is the deadly ſource, 
however diſguiſed, that generates this odious 
quality; humility 1s the only antidote :— 
we ſhould attribute every ſucceſs to God's 
permiſſion, and direction of events; and 
imitate his univerſal bounty in the exerciſe 
of our delegated powers. 

Ingratitude 1s not a failing . to the 
lower claſs of people; it pervades all nature: 
it is too memorable, and ſhould put all ranks 
upon their guard, that the % character 
that exhibited its foul effect, was once the 
higheſt and brighteſt of the angelic order. 
In ſhort, every ſtation, however elevated 
or depreſſed, ſhould ſhew their bounden 
gratitude to God; and there is no mode 
more p'ealing to him (as his own won 
declares), nor more productive of ſubſtan- 
tial 9 to ourſelves, than beneficent 
exertion 
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exertion towards his creatures. And if 
through his gracious providence he hath 
enabled us to become his ſtewards of that 
protection, comfort, or ſupport, of which 
ſo many of our brethren ſtand in need ; we 
ſhould be cautious to direct our power, by 
a grateful, juſt, and religious rule; and not 
by humour, ne improper influ- 
ence. „ 
If, therefore, vigorous efforts were once 
made to leflen this fingle blot, there would 
be fewer inſtances of miſery amongſt us; 
this precious plant would naturally extend 
itſelf ; and from grateful recollection, * 
ful homage would enſue. 

I ſhall cloſe this portion of the ſubject 
with only one more incitement to provoke 
our emulation of this virtue, and haſten the 


__ concluſion of the whole. 


It cannot, without extreme injuſtice, be 
denied that, in the culture of this heavenly 
virtue, the conduct of the female ſex ex- 
poſes our remiſſneſs to the higheſt degree of 
ſhame. Ingenuous regret eſtabliſhes this 
further truth, that but for their example 
the cauſe of piety in general would want 
its beſt ſupport. | 
1-4: If 


. 

If in the primeval ſtate of innocence 
they were created to improve our bliſs, 
much more were they ordained in mercy 
to ſoften that flood of conſequent calamity 
and care, that ſhould attend the fall. And 
now, as if combined in generous effort to 
repair original error, they gratefully and 
piouſly excel in cultivating the blefled 
means provided for our joint recovery, and 
endleſs happineſs. Their ſuperior regard 
for holy religion, and the application of 
that proffered grace which tends to vindi- 
cate the value of Divine prediction in their 
favour, proves happily inſtrumental in check- 
ing the apoſtacy that would otherwiſe pre- 
vpvail, to the greater ſubverſion of all devo- 
tional habit. Thus, by cheriſhing the ex- 

pediency of the remedy, they help to ſub- 
due the worſt infection of the evil. 

We on the contrary ſeem, as it were, 
with deſperate raſhneſs, to exert our induſ- 
try to obſtruct their wiſe and virtuous pro- 
greſs. Inſtead of emulating their valuable 
example, we contribute to contaminate their 
manners; we endeavour to laugh down 
their zeal ; and thus oppoſing our beſt hap- 
* we at once eſtabliſh our own depra- 

vity, 
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vity, and their ſuperior virtue. For what 
a flender teſt of chriſtian ſincerity would 
appear, if in female practice proportionable 
diſregard was paid to public worſhip,. and 
other devotional duties, as 1s ſhewn to them 
by men! We, who as lords of this lower 
world, as the choiceſt product of creative 
power on earth e, ſhould ſet the firſt ex- 
ample of that beſt mark of wiſdom, godly 
fear. From man it may be well expected 
to ſupply, by noble precedent, every help, 
that more vigorous faculties and ſuperior 
opportunities of improvement give hem a 
right to challenge from us. But how dif- 
ferent is the caſe on obſervation ! Though 
the means afforded to enrich their minds 
are ſlender in compariſon with ours, and in 
general their education rather inimical to 
the encouragement of mental excellence, 2 
they frequently far eclipte, from genuine 
and. peculiar caſt of genuis (afliſted merely 
by private induſtry), that ſex, who from 
their earlieſt years are grounded in the prin- 
ciples of ſcience and found learning. 
Although the ſage precepts of Remem- 
„ bering the Creator in the days of our 
« youth,” and * training up a child in the 
D 3 way 
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& way he ſhould go,” are now become as low 
in modern eſtimation, as obſolete in general 
practice; yet, where they ſtill retain a happy 
influence, to which ſex are we moſt indebted 
for any early religious ſentiments, habit, 
or example? How few of us can date the 
early impreſſions of chriſtian duty to the 
unwearied lectures of a father's diligence, 


comparatively with what we have received 


from maternal circumſpection in this grand 


article of valuable education !—Gratitude 


for the beſt foundation of all good, exacts 


this juſt acknowledgment. It is to the 


exemplary influence of female piety over 
their ſeveral connections, that we may attri- 
bute a great degree of that reſpect to ſtated 
worſhip which ſtill exiſts amongſt us: and 
the acceſſion to every congregation 1s alſo 
ſo far in favour of heir ſex, that if the 
general teſtimony of their appearance was 
withdrawn, the vacant ſeats would afford 
jad proof of diſregard to the moſt ſolemn 
obligations; the flender ſhew of heads 
would announce too manifeſtly the increaſed 


_ depravity of the heart. 


In the attendance upon that celebrated 


rite which marks ſo poſirively any effential 


progreſs 


* 
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pint in 15 chriſtian faith, and out- 
wardly confirms our ſincerity to own the 


title we profeſs to bear, we thall again fall 


greatly ſhort in the number of God's female 
ſervants, and devout communicants. 


In any cauſe of pity, trouble, or diſtreſs, 


which of the two ſexes ſhall we find moſt 
willing and ſtrenuous to deal out benevo- 
lent relief, either 1n perſonal exertion, or 
the perſuaſive influence of their irreſiſtible 


ſolicitations ?—ſo ready in their ſympathy, 


ſo diſintereſted in their counſel. 

Should it wear the leaſt appearance of 
ſingularity, that I have dwelt ſo long upon 
the comparative merits of the ſexes, both 


in religious and ſentimental proficiency, 


perhaps an earneſtneſs to ſupport this truth 


will procure your candour, when I adduce 


my own warm feelings as the principle that 
urges this juſt eulogium of female worth; 


naving through life experienced every thing | 


moſt valuable in it from the care, friend- 
ſhip, talents, and good withes, of many of 
that part of God's creation; which in the 
overflowings of his love conte his crea- 
ture man, he formed to prove the greateſt 
ſolace of his future troubles and diſappoint- 

1 ments; 
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ments; the moſt faithful and ſoothing ſup- 
port to the end of all his trial. The requi- 
tal on our part too often proves injurious. 
to the object it is our higheſt intereſt and 
duty to protect, and eminently diſgraceful . 
to ourſelves; the many errors in their edu- | 
cation, and frequently the cruel negle& and 
bad example they are ſubjected to in ma- 
turer life, augments our reproach, and is 
as injudicious as ungenerous. If, as the 
ſublimeſt of our poets elegantly ſpeaks, - 
“Beauty is excelled by manly grace and 
„ wiſdom, which alone is fair,” let us 
aſſert our right to the diſtinction, and 
„ prove ourſelves pre- eminent by ſo much 
* odds in virtuous excellence: and 
* ſince like conſort to ourſelves we can no 
„here find,” let us not invert the order 
of nature, and to effeminacy add ignominy 
of conduct. But if “from the influence 
of their looks, acceſs in every virtue may 
& be derived,” as the ſame author aſſerts, 
let looks and bright example unite to ſhame 
our own degeneracy, and win us over to a 
due dependance on the * Author of 
our mutual being. 

Wherefore, perſiſt Fe lain: mothers, 


Wives, 


+ 41 ) 


wives, and ſiſters, 1 in meriting the glorious 
palm due to the upholders of religion's 
ſacred power. By the continuance of di- 
ligent example in your reſpective ſtations, 
and efficacious precept, ſtem the overwhelm- 
ing torrent of diſſipation and infidelity ;— 
correct, by pious perſeverance, the fatal de- 
cline of religious habit, which ſo univerſally 
prevails, and will ſtill increaſe, to the poſ- 
ſible ruin of thoſe ng dear 10 you, unleſs 
your countera&ing reſolution dictates juſt 
ſhame at the degeneracy. 


I ſhall now conclude this long rails 
on your patience, with a ſhort exhortation 


to attend to the encouragement of - reward, 
as ſpecified in the latter ſentence of the text: 
„ By liberal things they ſhall be eſtabliſh- 
„% ed.“ The apoſtle ſpeaks to much the 


ſame effect in II. Corinth. chap. v. ver. 6: 


„He that ſoweth bountifully ſhall alſo 
« reap bountifully.” And we need only 


open the volume of God's word, and 
ſomething abundantly pertinent will pre- 
ſent itſelf upon the ſubje& of a valuable 


recompence to the merciful or beneficent 
man. Two as general and engaging paſ- 
fages as can be inftanced, to work ,upon the 
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' degrees of chriſtian perfection. But while 


We 


( 


feelings of human nature, and in a manner 


ſynonimous to the aſſurance in the text, 


are, That the merciful man doth good to 


& his own ſoul, and leaveth an inheritance 
« to his family.” The ff touches us in 
the niceſt principle of our conſtitution, the 


moſt eſſential concern, being the happineſs _ 


of that part which is to live for ever; the 
other has likewiſe a moſt affecting tendency, 
and poſſeſſes a degree of attraction, which 
none but a very bad man indeed can reſiſt. 
Finally, I will ſhew you yet a better 
way—* Whatſoever ye would that men 


„ ſhould do to you, do ye the ſame to 


% them; for this is good and acceptable 


to the Lord.” This is that golden rule 


which directed the example of our bleſſed 


Lord himſelf, whoſe eminent diſtinction 


was, ** that he went about doing all man- 
“ ner of good.” His beneficence was not 
limited to his friends; it extended to his 
bittereſt enemies. Would that we ſtudied 
his example and precepts ſo effectually, as 
even to imitate him in the h diſplay of 
pur power and ability! we might then 
hope, in time, to advance to ſtill higher 


0 oe 


| C48] 
we continue indifferent to the value of the 
ſeveral pretenſions to our favour ; are libe- 
ral to thoſe that abound, or want virtuous 
plea, and neglectful of the needy and ævor- 
_ thy claimant, we ſhall be found not only 
deficient in effecting the good within our 
reach, but even doing miſchief, by miſem- 
ploying the talents lent us for the beſt of 


purpoſes ; not only waſting, but pervert- 


ing the means of promoting happineſs.—It 
ſhould aftord matter of moſt ſubſtantial con- 
ſolation and encouragement, that the ra- 
tional purſuit of thjs heaven-born virtue of 
beneficence, 1s the never-failing criterion of 
our having the above bleſſed principle ef- 
fectually alive in us. It is a precept of 
ſuch tranſcendent excellence, that when our 
works are tried by its unerring ſtandard, 
every appearance of adulterous alloy gives 
way; and in the nature of a general reſol- 
vent 1t refines the whole mals, abſorbing 
the eſſence of the molt deſtructive quality it 
contains, and converting it to the pureſt 
good: for even SELF, when ſoftened by a 
viſit of charitable influence, and its own 
law (As THOU WOULDEST BE DONE BY), 


18 made the meaſure of eſtabliſhing the 
ö 8 higheſt 
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higheſt perſonal recompence ; even el i 1 
ſay, does hen become as ſtrong an inſtru- 
ment of univerſal good, as (independent of 
religious impulſe) it was before of narrow 
partiality. Nothing affords a more con- 
vincing argument of this truth, than the 
above conditional motive ; which ſupplies 
an inſtance, in one reſpect, of qualifying 
intereſted affection by chriſtian principle. — 
This is a maxim which, if adhered to, will 
prevent us from ever erring ; it being ſo 
clear, ſo cloſe, and ſo efficient in its direc- 
tion, that beſides the ſanction of its bleſſed 
Author for our adopting of it, it regulates 
ſo juſtly every beneficent exertion, that it 
leaves no room for murmuring or regret, — 
And now, having taken ſome pains to eſta- 
bliſh it as the perfe& meaſure of all bene- 
volent deportment, I will relieve you, with 
this valuable and earneſt exhortation, Go, 
AND DO THOU LIKEWISE. 


Now, &c. 


7 


VISITATION SERMON. 


Circumſpect example, and ſound doctrine, ef= 


fentially mer in the di * of the 
min 


Etiam hoc rogantur ſinguli, ne inutile detineant talentum 


ſibi concreditum: ſed omnem impendant operam, ut alios 


Chriſto acquirant: quam ad rem non tantum adhibendos 
rectos ſalutareſque ſermones, ſed et emendatæ vitæ exemplum; 
ut ex ſervis de bonitate Domini, et ex actionibus de legis pu- 
ritate, PO fiat,” GroT1vUs., 
Refpicere exemplar vitæ morumque jubebo 
Doctum imitatorem—et veras hinc ducere voces. 
Hor. 
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SERMON . i 


I. TiMoTHY, iv. 16. 


Take heed to thyſelf, and to thy dofirine, and 
continue in them ; for, in doing this, thou 
ſhalt ſave both thyſelf, and them that 


hear thee. 


'H E holy apoſtle here delivers a 


charge, that equally concerns every 


miniſter of the goſpel; and doubtleſs it 
was intended for inſtruction and advice to 


the clergy, in all ſucceeding ages of the 


church. | 
J ſhall treat the ſubject ia three diſ- 


tinct heads: 
Firſt, The e to Timothy, as 


to himſel If. 


Second!y, As it relates to his doftrine. 


And, | 
Thirdly, T tall conſider what alight 


ful or fad conſequences will neceſſarily 
ew, 
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| flow, from purſuing « or neglecting the apo- 
ſtle's counſel. 

We ſhall do well then to obſerve, my 
brethren, that Saint Paul in the order of 
his exhortation, gives the firſt place to a re- 
gard to ourſelves “ take heed to thyſelf— 
as the main foundation on which any va- 
Juable or permanent work can be raifed ; 
if due attention 1s not paid to this, every 
other labour will prove fruitleſs. The 
bright example ſet us by our blefled maſter, 
the conduct of his immediate followers, 
and indeed of all who have earneſtly de- 
voted themſelves to the work of the mini- 
ſtry, diſplay the wiſdom and neceſſity of 
this cautton. It will be perfectly con- 
ſiſtent therefore with the import of the 


apoſtle's words, and I hope as ſuitable to 
the occaſion of our preſent meeting, to take 


a general view of the deportment he means 


to enforce by them. 


It is certainly a cuſtom founded in ſtrict 
propricty, that the clergy of the diſtri 
ſhould alternately contribute in affiſting 
their viſitor upon theſe occaſions, if it at- 
fords matter of relief or ſatisfaction to him. 


But as I beheve, originally, even this por- 


tion 


C ) 


tion of the duty was diſcharged by the 
archdeacon, under the idea of being his re- 


preſentative in this place, I ſhall. beg leave 


to addreſs you, my brethren, rather in the 


ſtyle of a ſuperior, for the time preſent, 


than as one feeling himſelf, in the frist 


ſenſe, unequal to this reſpectable aſſembly, 
either in point of abilities to e or 
authority to exhort. | | 


But fo m Sen, This ;epille; ” 


{carce need tell you, abounds in the choiceſt 
particulars of inſtruction; and whoever ſtu- 
dies it with ſincerity of heart, and a view: 
to make it a pattern of his practice, cannot 
poſſibly fail of exhibiting a fair example. 


The value for our calling, will beſt appear | 


from. the purity. of our lives; without 
which teſt, we ſhall. poſſeſs the moſt bril- 
liant talents to no ſaying. purpoſm. 

There is no character which Fore 0 
more perfection, than that of a divine, and 
neceſſarily, none is attended with greater 
difficulty: and, as with all the advantages 
of education, after the utmoſt efforts to 
aſſure a good report, we. muſt! ſtill be con- 
ſidered as. men, aud ! in many points the: be/# 
are deficient; it concerns us the more, to 

. TL FE implore 


a. 


implore that aſſiſtance, which will enable us 
effectually to do honour to our ſituation : 


at the ſame time, all under our care, are 


bound to make every allowance for human 
frailty; as in God's mercy they muſt ex- 


pect it for themſelves, even after their beſt 
diligence to follow the leflons they have 
received from the affectionate and unwea- 
ried labours of their teachers. 5 
The preſent ſtate of the church is dif- 
ferently circumſtanced from what it was in 
the apoſtle's time, and for ages after; and 
it may perhaps admit of a licence in many 
articles of exterior concern, which, in the 
earlier ages of chriſtianity, from the profane 


and heatheniſh practices of the nations, and 


the poſitive neceſſity of more rigid man- 
ners, could not be indulged, conſiſtent with 
the ſpirit of reformation from the cloud of 
errors which overwhelmed our particular 
church, and the weakneſs and prejudices 
of human nature, and the times. Yet 
every true believer will lament, that the 


change has too manifeſtly  pervaded even 


many eſſential particulars of religion; I fear, 


upon inveſtigation, this would be found a 


fatal truth, and the ſource of every natural 
ä calamity 


. 


calamity we experience. 
lineſs are immutable things in their nature; 
and that order 'of men who are eminently 
appointed to teach the one, and practiſe the 
other, cannot be too aſſiduous in defending 
and embelliſhing the leading characteriſtics of 
their a 
ſays, ' „ Take heed to thyſelf,” he muſt 
| chiefly have in view the manner of life he 
would recommend to his diſciple 3 and to 
this I ſhall confine myſelf at preſent. | 
Now as we are to uſe our reaſon in 
jodgteg of the propriety of our actions, we 
ſhall certainly find that noble faculty always 
on the ſide of ' conference ; and of the great- 
eſt advantage in framing ſuch a line of con- 
duct as will increaſe a” veneration of the 
Deity, and produce ſatisfaction to ourſelves. 
As it is the higheſt poſſible honour that can 
be conferred: on man, to be appointed God's 
vicegerent, common ſenſe muſt maintain the 
expediency of appropriating a becoming dig- 
nity to the exalted title. If in the natural 
and political order of things, we trace evident 
ſigns of a regular ſubordination, and rela- 
tive reſpect of character, and are taught that 
the fame decorum 5s preſerved in Heaven, 
2 2 can 


But truth and ho- 


ofeſſion: when the apoſtle therefore 


„ 

can any better arguments be adduced in 
ſupport of this diſtinction, under the moſt 
r of all truſts, the care of men's 
fouls ? : | 81 | | 

In the common a traffic of life, every. man 
muſt know and feel, that a failure of re- 
ſpe& to himſelf, curtails him of that juſt 
authority and beneficial influence, which 
his occafional fituation ' might otherwiſe 
command; and the cauſe will hold much 
ſtronger as applied to more elevated rank 
and honourable profeſſions; a nice regard to 
character then ought to be peculiarly at- 
tended to in the clerical order: and as the 
office of a divine, from its immediate rela- 
tion, exceeds all other vocations in be- 
coming reſpect; whenever it is degraded, 
experience continually ſhews, that the per- 
ſon and profeſſion are united ſufferers. 1 


plead for this conſequence, merely as one 


natural means of promoting our holy 
cauſe; nor will any ſenſible perſon under- 


ſtand me to ſpeak but of ſuch a deference to 
ſtation, of /uch a dignity of office, as 1s. 
eflentially conducive. to that end, and as 


wholly diveſted from pride, infotence, op- 


preſſion, or any unbrotherly deportment; 


ad 


1 


U 


X 3 ) 
as vulgarity; impoſition, ind all indes ben 


are foreign to the character of a 1 8 0 


man. 

The trähßtion now becomes 20 to the 
cauſes that may depreciate this character. St. 
Paul informs us, in the Second Epiſtle to 
Tim. ch. ii. ver. 4, that no man who war- 
„ reth entangleth himſelf with the affairs 
of this life, that he may pleaſe him who 
*' hath choſen him to be a ſoldier.” If 
this muſt be allowed a proper circumſpec- 
tion in one fighting for the honours of the 
world, it muſt more nearly concern the 
chriſtian ſoldier, to be free of all encum- 
brances and attachments, as having a much 
more intereſted and arduous warfare to ac- 
compliſh. And we are expreſsly ordered 
by the ſame apoſtle . not to fet our af- 
« fections on things on earth, but on things 

4% above,” leſt we ſhould yield to any 

unprofeſſional temptations, which, as men 

of like paſſions with our brethren, we might 

conſtitutionally lean to, if off our guard; 

7. e. not to be ſo entangled with the buſi- 

neſs or pleaſures of life, as to ** neglect 

the prize of our high calling,” or en- 


87g in them further than agreeable with 
F ; 
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a reaſonable proviſion for ourſelves and fa- 
mily, or the prudent care of our common 
affairs. The cuſtom of our church and 
country admits the clergy to a free partici- 
pation in the comforts of ſociety : a liberty, 
if not abuſed, that would bid fair to be 
productive of general benefit; for it is rea- 
ſonable to expect, that the exemplary de- 
portment of the more ſerious character, 
ſhould tend to oppoſe and moderate the 
overwhelming torrent of degeneracy and 
vice. . bs OTE. -: 15 
But here is the very poſt of difficulty 
and danger, of victory or diſgrace: for if 
any ſhould indulge the above freedom inju- 
diciouſly, venturing out of the depths of 
ſecurity, not making a manly ſtand, to 
diſcharge the duty of good ſoldiers to their 
bleſſed maſter, diſdaining the armour he 
recommends, and affords to thoſe who are 
contented not to truſt wholly in the naked 
arm of their own ſtrength; they will in- 
evitably be hurried by the violence of the 
ſtream, and augment the baneful influence 
of the ſpreading contagion. And however 
painful to aſſert, it is to this incautious li- 
cence we mult attribute the unnatural junc- - 
(10N . 
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tion of the grave and the giddy, ſo diſgrace- | 
fully conſpicuous in all public ſcenes of folly 
and diſſipation. Is it not equally alarming as 
diſguſting, that any of our order ſhould be 
ſo loſt to all ſenſe of dignity, decency, and 
manly ſpirit, as to ape the dreſs, manners, 
and purſuits of the very loweſt deſcriptions FI 
of men? Yet this is matter of frequent ob- 1 
ſervation and complaint, through a too [118 
ſtudied approximation to what 1s called the 
ſporting character. Indeed, ſo common is 
it, in theſe times, to diſguiſe all pre- 
eminence. of rank, that, in the metropo- 
lis, it 1s often difficult to diſcriminate, 
by their garb, the higheſt from the very 
| loweſt orders of men; and in what we term 
the polite and faſhionable circles, it is be- 
come an enviable accompliſhment to fink, 
as much as poflible, all diſtinction of age 
and rank in point of appearance; and trim 


to the prevailing mode of thoughtleſs ſtrip= * 
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lings, whoſe higheſt object is ta raiſe the i 
admiration of the day, at their vain and | 
extravagant ſingularity. f i 


It muſt not be denied, but that innocent 
amuſements are allowable to all men, as 
a neceſſary relief from weightier employ- 

"OS ments. 
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ments. But good ſenſe, and a Jas defe · 
rence to character, will ſelect ſüch only, 
as are ſuitable to reſpective ranks, ages, and 
profeſſions; and grievouſly muſt it affect 
the ſerious part of mankind, if they ſee 
thoſe, whoſe peculiar calling is to decry 
vice and immorality, and to ftrive at ex- 
tirpating them, become in any ſhape their 
abettors, either in public or private. And 
as far as our connivance tends to coun- 
tenance an exceſs of gaming (that moſt 
pernicious of all ſocial evils), or that we 
live 11 cloſe and conſtant habits with men 
of looſe and profligate principles, the in- 
dignant and alarming language of the 
Plalmiſt may be very juſtly applied: But 
-++ unto the ungodly, ſaid God, why doſt 
„thou preach my laws, and take my cove- 
„ nant in thy mouth ? When thou ſaweſt 
„ a thief, thou conſenteſt unto him, and 
$6. haſt been partaker with the adulterers.” 
Self examination 1s the approved way to 
bl form an eſtimate of our manners, and .ſhew 
= the ſtate of the heart. Permit me to try 
11 by the meaſure of Saint Paul's maxims, a 
few particulars of moſt important inveſti· 


gation. 


„ Should 


( 
Should any then be found, who, inſtead 
of uſing the utmoſt diligence to reclaim 
the ſinner, and their beſt efforts to relieve 


the afflicted and diſtreſſed, are more anxious 


for the ſplendour and pleaſures of this world, 
and readier to * compaſs land and | fea” 

after a profitable bargain; ſuch may fairly 
be pronounced ** lovers of pleaſure | more 
than lovers of God;“ nor“ vigilant,” 

the apoſtle's ſenſe, but diſcovering too fond 
a partiality ** for filthy lucre.” If there 
are any who, though bleſſed with health 
and ſtrength, are yet too indolent to do ary 
work in the Lord's vineyard— ſuch, the 
apoſtle would not term “ apt to teach,” 


or in the“ way to gain any ond report 


„% of them that are without ;” for, as to 
profeſional merit, we muſt conclude © that 
* talent hid in the earth.” Let the coun- 


y of the apoſtle, then, be our common rule: 


To the elder, to avoid covetouſneſs, and 
+ the forbidden love of money, which is 
„the root of all evil; and let the youngeſt 


„ flee youthful luſts; and all of us fol- 
© low after righteouſneſs, faith, charity, 


peace; that the man of God may be per- 
1 200k, 
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<6 works.” | 

And as the ARS of the "ny is ex- 
horted to be gentle unto all men, let us be 
no leſs ſo in our demeanour to one another, 
conſidering the occaſional ſituation of our 
aſſiſtants and repreſentatives as the moſt 
happy trial of our generoſity, benevolence, 
and brotherly love; eſteeming them as ont 
labourers in the ſame bleſſed work, not as 
earthly ſervants: for as diſtinction in point 
of fortune may be the diſtinction only of a 
day is intrinſically of the loweſt conſidera- 
tion, compared with ſuperior attainments, 
in which they may equal, or excel —ſo the 
humbleſt curate in the kingdom has as 
reſpectable a poſt to maintain, and may aſ- 
ſure as illuſtrious a reward, as the higheſt 
prelate of the church; „ for God is no 
« reſpecter of perſons.” 

We cannot be too wary or zealous to 
ſupport a title fo truly venerable, in all 
ages, countries, aud religions. Belet as we 
are by men and dangers of all deſcriptions, 
we mult endeavour to be wiſe as ſer- 
& rents, and innocent as doves.“ If it is 

our 


655) 


our lot to be placed in humble ſtations at 


preſent, let us wait advancement with pa- 


tience and reſignation; if we are reproached 


for ſingularity, by any ** who. have not the 


« fear of God before their eyes,” on ac- 
count of our piety, vigilance, or exemplary 
diſcharge of duty, let us bear with meek- 
neſs the fooliſh ſcorn of ſcoffers, looking 
to the greatneſs of the reward; knowing 


„ that all who live godly in Chriſt Jeſus 


„ muſt ſuffer perſecution; that the ſervant 
is not greater than his Lord.“ 
perſiſt then to inſtruct the ignorant, reprove 
the profane, comfort the afflicted, and encou- 
rage the penitent; that, when our Lord 
«© cometh, we may be found watching.“ 
And this leads me to confider another 
part of the apoſtle's advice. to take heed 
&« alſo unto our doctrine.” The ſhort but 
comprehenſive rule given by St. Paul, 
(II. Timothy, chap. iv. ver. 2), is to 
„ preach the word.” And he ſays fur- 
ther, * that the time will come when they 
© will not endure ſound doctrine.” The 
prophecy ſeems too amply verified. in the 
pretend times. 

There: are two claſſes of people. who 
* are 
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are conſtantly at variance upon this point. 
They both ſeem miſtaken; and needs error 
proceeds from the: ſame. capſe—what the 
apoſtle terms having itching ears.“ The 
one will bear nothing but the beauties of 
the moral ſyſtem, recommended by the 
richeſt dreſs, and all the pride of human 
eloquence ; and 1f the goſpel, or its divine 
Author, be introduced as objects of main 
regard, they immediately conclude their 
paſtor is run wild. The other fide, im- 
preſſed with the neceſſity of having the go- 
ſpel preached, idly conceive an irreſiſtible 
ſpirit will attend them in their devout 
wiſhes, and that an ardent defire 1s all in 
all; whereas no aid is promiſed but upon 
condition of earneſt, conſtant labours, and 
ſupplications to obtain it: for we are told 
that, by not uſing the appointed means, 
ve both grieve, and may quench the 
Spirit. And thus, if a miniſter was 
55 to follow the various ſentiments 
aud fancies of the unſtable multitude, it 
would be impoſſible to render a ſenſible ac- 

count of his commithon. 
Avoiding therefore all extremes, the ſurer 
pa will be the middle way; keeping to 


a rule 


a rule that is free from all error, J. e. 


| 66 uſing. ſound ' ſpeech. that cannot be con- 


„ demned; that he who is of a contrary. 
part may be aſhamed, having no evil to 


% ſay of you.” —I, will endeavour, in the 
ſhorteſt manner I am able, to define what I 
humbly; conceive to be“ ſound doctrine:“ 
and, in two words, I might ſecurely pro- 
nounce it. the do&rine of our own church 
the doctrine of the ſcriptures ; for that 
mult be the pureſt which is drawn imme- 
diately from the fountain head, and has not 


gathered imperfection by paſſing through the 


channels of human illuſtration. In theſe, I 
ſay, the We abrag ſpirit is ſureſt to be 
found. 


We have the firongeſt pe Fong the 


Wiebe teien of God's word, that the prin- 


ciple of pure religion is love. That the 


Chriſtian faith is founded on an article that 
demonſtrates this in the higheſt degree 
the redemption of mankind : „ For that 
« whilſt we were ſinners Chriſt died for us: 
% Greater love than this cannot be ſhewn : 


and, if he loved us firſt, we ought to love 
„ him; and, if we love him, we ſhall keep 


„his commandments,” ; 
"JO | The 
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The fall of our firſt parents reduces us, 
by our preſent ſtate of nature, to continual 
inclination to evil: „ we are born in fin; 
« and the children of wrath.” In the 
promiſe of a Redeemer, the principle. of a 
new life was there conveyed to us. We 
became children of grace, i. e. children of 
the free favour of God: by grace there- 
„fore we are ſaved,” both as to the new 
power given to us to will what is good, 
and become new creatures; and alſo by the 
continual aſſiſtance we ſtand in need of to 
forward our ſalvation; of which we have 
a faithful promiſe, if we aſk it in a humble 
ſenſe of our neceſſities, and uſe the appointed 
means to obtain it. It is moſt truly termed 
free grace; for, as being children of diſobe- 
dience, we could have no claim to it, having 
forfeited the original gift, our innocence. 
This is the ſpirit, I humbly apprehend, that 
ſhould animate our doctrine. This is the 
form of “ ſound words the apoſtle recom- 
„ mends, which will reſiſt gainſayers.“ 
It has been remarked by many good 
men, and moſt orthodox believers, that the 
effectual way of recalling the ſtrayed ſheep 


of our flocks, and of checking the daily 
progrels 


* 


oh * 1 : 4 : 
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_ progreſs of ſchiſin, would be oftener to em- 
ploy the voice of the chief ſhepherd: and I 
would not mention this, but that I am in- 
formed the experiment has been tried in 
places intoxicated with methodiſm, and that 
the moſt defirable Ns rn have en- 
ſued. 3 
Me bear the name bf Chriſtin; 00 we 
ſhould be proud of the title; * for there is 
% no other name under heaven by which 
„ we can be ſaved, but his after whom 
we are called: but we ſhall be found to re- 
nounce both the relation and the benefits, 
if we do not Lene him who hath pur- 
chaſed them for us. I am inclined, upon 
the above report, and my own experience, 
to believe, that many well-diſpoſed people 
reading of a Saviour, and feeling the want 
of one, yet but ſeldom hearing him held 
forth to them in the manner promiſed and 
explained in ſeripture, are at firſt induced, 
with a view of ſeeking ' him elſewhere, to 
quit the boſom of their own excellent 
church, and ſtray into the wilderneſs of any 
plexing diſſention: thus they become 
prey to the unſettlell notions and unſafe 


doctrines of eee teachers; ; by whoſe 
arts; 


(' & 


arts, and at whoſe will, they ate led captive; 
Many weak, more ignorant, moſt. incapa- 
ble of judging, they are deceived by an af- 
fecting ſhew of ſanctity in the preacher; the 
promulgation of doQrines, flattering to the 
indolent Chriſtian, or wilful ſinner; the 
bold preſuming 8 of addreſs, ſct off 
by an acquired facility of repeating! pafſages 
of ſcripture; and a captivating: familiarity 
towards the audience, founded upon a ꝓlau- 
ſible concern for their greateſt happineſs. 
Hungry and thirſty after the aſſurance of 
their ſalvation, they greedily imbibe what 
will puff up, and never ſatisfy; and thus 
many of the better-hearted, finding them- 
ſelves no ways improved in holineſs of life, 
are perplexed in the extreme, and often 
fall, victims to the weakneſs of their men- 
tal powers, and conſtitutional habits; or, 
which is ſometimes the more happy caſe, 
when convinced of the ſlender perfection of 
their new guides, their want of due autho- 
rity, and the inſufficiency of the dectrine, 
through expefienee of their continued im- 
perfections, they are more ready to return, 
than they were to leave the fold, when 


they hear there is abundance of ſubſtantial 
food. | 


C4) 


food. This, I am apt to believe, is the caſs 
in ſome places, and it deſerves ſerious atten- 
tion; for J apprehend, ſhould a pauper die 
(in ſearch of the neceſſaries of life) through 


the negle& of the overſeers, who might 


have prevented the cauſe of his quitting 
home, his life, in a conſcientious view, muſt 
lie at their door. -—The application is eaſy. 


Though the preſent age abounds with 


ſcandalous licentiouſheſs, and flendet as the 
cultivation of religious habits may appear, 


there are yet a happy number who have 
4 not bowed the knee to Baal.“ It is out 


province, my brethren; to increaſ the num- 
ber; but we muft not hope for ſueceſs, till 
we employ an adequate method to obtain it. 

The policy of our holy church encou- 
rages the univerſal ſtudy of God's word. 
Therein men fee what they ought to heat 
and follow; the gift of natural reaſon con- 


veys proportionable light for this: when 


they exert theſe powers, and make ſobet 
enquiries as to their ſtate in this world, and 
what it may be in the next—when their 
minds are improved and ſettled by obſerva- 


tion, and a juſt eſtimate of the things around 


them when * ſee the ne of bad men, 
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or their poſterity, and read of, the ſure re · 
Wards of the righteous they are prepared 
to receive the benefit of ſound doctrine, and 
they naturally Iook for it. \ 
The advantages of virtue are ee 
but the moſt lively repreſentations of its 
excellence will not alone yield food ſuffi- 
ciently ſalutary for the ſouls of men. The 
moſt obvious queſtion will occur Were 

the ſcriptures written to prove this only ?— 
The beauty of virtue may excite, a ww of 
imitation ; but how are men to attain to 
the poeſſc an of it, when by:a long and ſad 
experience they perceive 1o,.little progreſs 
(barely from ſuch a doctrine) either in the 
lives of their neighbours, their own endea- 
yours, or perhaps the example of the in- 
ſtructor himſelf ?—No; we muſt plant 
deeper, if we will ſecure againſt the ſtorms 
of temptation, and the many potent adver- 
ſaries we have to combat, both within and 
without. Men are all of the ſame nature, 
790 inſufficient of themſelves. · Without 
« me,” faith the Maſter, ** ye can do no- 
„thing. ” If ſuch ioftcu&ion does but 
little profit thoſe 55 qualified to improve by 
it, what advancement can the unlearned ex- 


pea? 


W 


* pe 
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pect? The nb beautiful, the moſt perten 
moral eſſays, dreſſed in all the charms of 


elegant compoſition, and delivered with the 


moſt engaging eloquence, i 1s {till but preach- 
ing in an unknown tongue, to a very large 
portion of hearers; and I fear will never 


be found to work any eſſential change in an 


habitual tranſgreſſor. No—to produce any 
Probable good, we mult ſpeak to the Heart, 
and to the capacity; we muſt aim at ap- 
proaching the definition of ſeripture excel- 


lence, that he who runs may read.“ 


From this inexhauſtible treaſure we ſhould 
ſupply ſubje&s to exerciſe our application, 
learning, and abilities: they afford ample 
proviſion for the taſk ; they contain milk 
for the weak, and meat for the ſtrong,” 
which muſt be adminiſtered occaſionally, at 
the diſcretion of the Oe, and as n 
requires. | e 

But in order to \ preach the ſcriptures to 
ſaving purpoſe, we mult under/tand them: 
for doubtleſs great is the myſtery of god- 
% lineſs;” and to what ſchoolmaſter can 
we ſo ſafely go, as to him who gave them 
who has ſo commanded us—who is ** the 
light and the life?“ To Jeſus Chriſt, 

79 „ the 
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the pleſſed author of our religion to him 


we muſt apply to enlighten our under- 
ſtandings: for the natural man receiveth 
not the things of the ſpirit of God; they 
% are foolſhneis to him, neither can he 
„ know them, becauſe they are ſpiritually 


6 gi{cerned.”” 


The apoſtles themſelves knew nothing 
of the eſſence of their religion, till their 
Maſter, having accompliſhed his work, be- 


| ſtowed on them a power that opened their 


minds : and he declared he would be with 
them to the end of the world (i. e. with 
all his true diſciples, who were ſenfible of 
their want of him, and his light), in all ſuc- 
ceſſive ages of the world to continue this 
aid to them, in the meaſure they have need, 
provided they aſk, and ſeek, and knock for 

it. Not that this does imply any enthu- 

ſiaſtic inſpiration, or compulſatory influence, 


from an arbitrary predilection of particular 


perſons, to the excluſion of others: for the 
appointed means are held out by St. John 
as general; and inconteſtibly prove our own 
free powers to receive or to reject Divine 
grace; the neceſſity even of our own exer- 


tions; and that the ä help, without 
which 
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which very other labour is incomplete, fol- 
lows the conditions as a retributory conſe- 
quence :| If any will do his will, he ſhall 
know of the doctrine whether it be of 
% God.” When practice and ſaving know- 
ledge go hand in hand, the, moſt happy i 
effects will follow. 

I' ſhall cloſe. this head of my SGoutk 
with the apoſtle's exhortation to us, to per- 
ſevere. both in holineſs of life, and ſound- 
neſs of, doctrine “ Continue in them.“ 
Let neither our example or our precepts be 
the temporary effects of accidental contri- 
tion, or occaſional advice; but an uniform, 
diligent labour, founded upon the conviction _ 
of the truth, the love of God, and an hum- 
ble dependance upon his gracious aſſiſtance. 
„Then may we hope to ſave both ourſelves 
„and them that hear us;” which, accord- 
ing to the preſcribed diviſion of my text, is 
the laſt particular I have to ſpeak to. 

The momentous import of theſe laſt 
words, my brethren, involves a ſubject that 
ſo deeply concerns us all, that the bare men- 
tion of them commands the moſt ſerious 
attention. When we dwell upon this hope 
as an object of awful reflection, it muſt 
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rouſe us from the lethargy of worldly de- 
luſion, and awaken an activity 1% redeem 

the lime, left age overtake wy and our wi 8 
ſcarce beginn. 55 


But if we bays faithfully ified ths: pat- 
tern ſet us, not building upon our own, 
or other foundation but that which Chriſt 


Himſelf hath laid; though our work be not 


complete, yet, when our gracious Maſter calls 
it in, he will allow a bountiful proportion 


for our humble ſhare in jits produce. 


If it is the happieſt ſervice of 'the hea- 
venly inhabitants to be employed in'bene- 
volent. offices, as being all miniſtering 
« ſpirits, watching continually over the 
& righteous ;” if it is the peculiar character 
of vur bletied Saviour,“ to go about doing 


66 good ;“ if it is the conſtant impulſe of 


our own nature to ſeek good for ourſelves; 
hat examples and incitements are theſe, 
<« to cultivate that good part Which ſhall 


„ not be taken from us!” But when we 


conſider that eſſential virtue in ourſelves 
will neceſſarily operate in the communica- 


tion of it to others, the duty becomes more 
binding: by rendering the happiueſs of our 


fellow-- creatures dependant upon our pureſt 
gratifications, | 


9 


< FF. 


ratifications, our joy, even bete, receives S 
all the completion, an imperfect ſtate Wi 
admit it aff milates us, in A degree, to the 
foüntatd of all good, to God himſelf; who, 
being all perfection, can ſuffer | nothing ta 
approach him but What is N on 
happy 1 in its kind. 5 
Now as the compariſon between 25 wen 
and earth, between time and eternity; „Will 
bear no proportion; ſo the good done to 


the. Ie of of men, ſurpaſſes every. 1 


il 8. ts. of 


6 eyer 3 a ſinner TRAY. Mt error of 


% his way, ſhall ſave his foul from death,” 


What a tranſporting proſpect breaks Before Y 
u the Joy « of heaven over repenting fitt- 


* 1. 


ners! 1 
If the eſcape of © one foul from the Navery 


of death excites the joy. of angels, what 
profuſion of delight muſt that happy 4pirit 


taſte hereafter, who has been inflrurneifl 
| here to the flying many ſinners! 01! 


What a precious antipart of his eternal 


ſtate, to meet the united exultation of holy 
angels, and juſt ſouls made perfect! What 


increaſe of rapture, to hear the well-known 
. F 4 _ yours 
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voices of his redeemed Cs, loudeſt in x 
the choir, from grateful gratulations — 
The ſolemn welcome done, what Ran Fi 
mate bliſs to ſee, the Lamb himſelf, and 
have pronounced that animating ſentence of * 
wondrous love and bounty, Well done, 
50 good and faithful ſervant! enter into the 
« joy of thy Lord!” But theſe are low, 
weak, and unworthy repreſentations of the | 
glorious ceremony. And how indeed ſhould 
human powers paint theſe ſcenes which we 
| are told, by one bleſſed with the viſion, - 
15 ther human eye hath. ſeen, nor ear 
| & heard, nor can it enter into the heart of 
| * man to conceive them !“ | 
| The reverſe of the picture excites ideas 
ſo painful, fo big with horror, that I can- 
not proceed; I muſt drop the curtain upon 
that hopeleſs ſcene, and leave the recorded 
denunciation of the dread Judge himſelf 
againſt the unprofitable ſervant, to work its 
intended good effet—which. God grant it 
may, both on my ſelf and all who hear me, 
through the meritorious pleading of Jeſus 
5 Chriſt and the gracious afhiſtance of the 
Holy Spirit; to whom, with the Father, 
One God bleſſed for ever, be aſcribed all 
dominion and praiſe. Amen, 
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hs an hour, 
We take no note of time 
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But from its loſs, To 


t then a tongue 
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Tho much, and warm, the wiſe have urg'd ; the man 
Is death at diſtance ? No: he has been on thee, 


And given ſure earneſt of his final blew, | 


On all important Tins, thro" er age, 


On the Exped 
Is yet unborn, who duly 
Is wiſe in man. 
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words of our bleſſed Lord, as a princi- 
ple to govern his daily conduct, and ſtrive 
to follow the example he has ſet us; even 
here, we ſhould experience ſuch ſubſtantial 
happineſs, as only could be exceeded: by 
that we ſhould have Joyfal reaſon to * 
hereafter. | 
It is very natural to fajp ofe I ſhould: be 
led to the choice of ſuch a ſubject as this, 
upon my appearing before you again in my 
official capacity: the reflections that have 
been neceſſarily familiar to me of late, 
ſuggeſted the propriety of it: nor is it 
leſs ſo, to TRIO that one returned in 
manner 


* 2 —— — | = 
EIT N = 4 
4 * eo 4 I * * : = a : 
. oe een r ˙— , -- 2 — * A > a a : - * 6 22 - — . "7 — 
— © ELD —— 7 - Ja OE URI ED I nn y RE _ n "PN UE au _ - UND 4s - - > 
* 9 - - — — — 7 Gs D —_— p, — : —— — 8 ” * by +4 - N - EL oe 88 th _—_—_ 3 [4 
* = — Hz * EM S— > _ ern * 8 * * - a — — * ” * on by TP EDITS = — A. Tea X 2 
— - -, og > n _ ** — 2 — - = : * - 8 _ 2 >_> - _ £ 
= CERES, _ 4 — ** — — % — * * — A - —— j — — — — T. —. F os 
— — rt * * * q WW” Pagans = — * „ oy — * |" 4 * Fo — 2 5 8 . — : _— 
. — b V2 Sa ID Gb. LY 4 a 3 3 . 
4 " : 5 — — 2G Rx 2 A * 4 4, x 2 * 
es IL, a 1s > 2 ke, 1 — — : — ee — on — — ha _— BL TI IE 5 
— 2 — re . — — 2 * hs wa — — 1 þ * — — - — 0 e 1 
5 N = 2 e = (( ed a eee ns. : - — * . * 1 * fe A - 2 A 
at eee . 8 4 p A a . : VO. * . — — — — 3 — *. ka ö ſt A - l 
: = - how ä IVE? - ö * 2 * 2 3 bs 3 1 — * 4 n 
. 


1 4 oC \.- 
* e 
. 
„ 5 
n "Ih 
N 
1 {th _ 
1 
*. 2 


„ 
manner from the confines of the grave, 
ſhould be able to convey ſome idea of the 
awful proſpect ſuch a ſituation preſents be- 
yond it. I will venture to affirm there- 
fore, from the evidence of experience, that 
few in high health and ſpirits can form a 
Juſt and profitable notion of the tremendous - 
effects of an approaching diſſolution; unleſs 
they have been long exerciſed in ſerious con- 
templations upon the end of their being, 


and a future ſtate; and, even then, the va- 


7101s occupations, pleaſures, and connections 


in life—nay, the mere power of a free cir- 


culation upon the animal ſpirits, will ope- 
rate againſt the admittance of that filent, 


Jolemn meditation, ſo adapted to the awak- 


ening ſcene; unleſs, under the influence of 
Divine grace, we accuſtom ourſelves to the 


Exerciſe of this ſerious taſk : for the intru- 


ſion of worldly thoughts will naturally ſet 
the object at a diſtance, inſtead of encourag- 


ing a daily recallection of the certainty and 


importance of the event. No—to obtain 
an affecting and permanent apprehenſion of 


„that country from which no traveller 
returns,“ the ſtate of the body muſt in 
ſome meaſure aſliſt, inſtead of 1mpeding, 


A theſe | 


. 
theſe intereſting enquiries. From the ef- 
fects of pain, watchfulneſs, and abſtinence, 


the impetuoſity of rhe ſpirits is ſubdued; 


and the ſenſes, no longer enflaved by the 
faſcinating charms of worldly gratifications, 
are free to indulge an unmoleſted compart- 
ſon between the value of time and eternity. 


The body 1s reduced to that happy ſubjec- 


tion which the apoſtle proportionably adviſes 


even in health; to enable it to determine 


upon the infignificancy of temporal enjoy- 
ments, which then appear in fading colours, 
in their true periſhing nature; while the 
glories of an immortal ſtate begin to dawn 
upon the ſoul (now leſs attracted by its na- 
tive earth), from the hope and neceſſity of 


poſſeſſing ſomething better ſuited to its eter- 


nal happineſs. But doubts and fears, the 


attendants of human weakneſs, are ſtill apt 


to intrude, to cloud the bliſsful proſpect, 


and to diſturb the cheering hope of this de- 


ſirable reſt. Now, the laſt chance of our 
malicious, contending foe, urges him to op- 
poſe our final triumph by all his wiles; 
nor does he withhold the utmoſt exertion 
of his limited power to diſtract, if not de- 
ſtroy, when under the laſt trial of our wa- 
: vering 
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4 
vering faith. At this ſharp ſeaſon bf cor- 
Toding retroſpection, the treſpaſſes of years 
preſent themſelves in formidable array; and 
no leſs ſurpriſe the memory by their num- 
ber, than terrify the conſcience with their 
magnitude. And then our bleſſed Maſter's 
declaration, that ** for every idle word we 
“ -ſhall be judged,” brings on a weight of 
terrible amazement.: omiſſions of duty — 
miſapplication of our time abuſe of the 
bleſlings of fortune — neglected benefits of 
many reprieves, and the. valuable returns of 
health to body and mind. conſpire to per- 
plex us. Poor and imperfect as are all our 
beſt efforts of contrition and repentance at 
the ſeaſon of ſelfiſh fear, and bodily infir- 
mity (mere ſacrifices of the lame and 
„ blind“), ſo is all language inſufficient to 
paint the anguith and terrors of ſuch an 
awakening period. Nor is the perturba- 
tion of our thoughts leſs liable to be excited 
from the ſituation of our relative concerns. 
While body and ſoul remain united in 
their, preſeyt ſtate of exiſtence, the mind 
will unavoidably (and I may add, worthily) 
. be attracted by thoſe objects which have 
* its beſt and leaſt objectionable 
| happineſs 


/ 


1 


— 


E }: 


* 


. here below. And even amidſt 


the contemplation of our eternal intereſts, 
we yet become a. prey to. conflits; moſt 
powerfully affecting to our human frame, 
which, from the before-· mentioned conſidera- 
tion, becomes ſtill more ſuſceptible of mov- 
ing ſcenes the agitation cauſed from due 
attention to family affairs, , which perhaps 
ſurpriſe of ſickneſs has found neglected— the 


pangs of nature upon parting from our 


deareſt friends the racking anxiety for 
their future welfare —and, if the caſe is 
heightened by the agonizing. cixcumſtance 


of leaving tender children fatherleſs and 


unprotected, he ſhock exceeds deſeription!— 


The ſore diſtreſs to behold the difficult ſup- 


preſſion of labouring grief in thoſe around 
us; that teſt of ſterling affeRion | the re- 
ſult; of ; tenderneſs, and conflicting ſtruggle 
of nature and the paſſions—the fad con- 


viction that their fondeſt poſſible hopes are 


vain— to ſum; up. all, the dread. expect- 
ancy of the, final. moment, and the alarm- 
ing uncertainty of what may follow—raiſe 
ſenſations of moſt ſorrowful complexion, 
not, readily imagined by perſons immerſed 

in 


— r c c = —̃ ee TID EET - 
— ones - — — of — y N oo — — 
rr . ks WA BUT tk; no IE TE — LIN OSD LEEDS —————— —— — — ͤ— — — : 


[ 
} 
| 
| 
1 
ö 
9 
| 
4 
| 40 
3.85 
10 
I: 
il 
4 if 
I 
Ly 
1 


EGAN 


| 


_— : 
— — 2 


— 0 IIS OED — =; — ——— 


— — — — — — — - — — — — — — — — — — — 
— —  —  — —  — — — . _ = 5 — 2 — * — _ 
EY” A 1 3 . > 


— — — — — — — 
.. KK ¼ . ˙ V ˙ —˖— 7 A EET rr 4 IR ae 7 uz 


— > — — 
— — — — - — — 
— — = — — — - — — — — 
TTP ccc 
- - 2 ban = 
* * 5 = Z « 


— —-—½ — tet,” 
_ _—— 


> — — 2 — — 
. Og ow I ——— 8 . — 


an W ne mathe elitr ors 4 — MS R 8 Fre TY on * — ny 8 — 
T . . ET TER INES __ Co ——— g = 1 — ors ey YE ts X 2 — ST iS rn, 2 
"IT ny oy th WOE T_T * 3 - 4 PROYWYTD y gets y þ4 8 7 Fe 1 4 * = r - 8 oe 1 

3 r n . — —— D . 


2 2 PA YES An a 5 2 ” ” — 9 
— i x — — ne ent — 


c 
— HET 
pron: * 
3 


1 - e 
* 2 
2 2 ** — 


P 
* 2 — — — 
2 N. 1 
3 * 
e == : 


E 


in Way a and worldly cates,” or c cngroſe 
by vanity. and trifles, © © 
It is by no means with a view of artifi- 
cially moving the paſſions, that I have pre- 
fetred this mode of introduction to my diſ- 
courſe; but only to prepare your minds for 
"3 ſerious reception of this intereſting admo—ʒ 
nition, that the night cometh when no | 
„ man can work.” - ; 
In diſcourſing to you upon theſe n 
1 ſhall firſt conſider the text as it furniſhes 
us with the moſt: perfect example of the 
work we have to do. 
Secondly, I ſhall inſiſt 1 upon the wiſdom. 
and neceſſity of following it, from the cer- 
tain and fearful conſequence of the neglect. 
—_— | 
” Laſtly, I ſhall cake betzfthd: from the 
fpirit of the whole verſe together, to ſhew 
you that a conſtant and vigorous diſcharge 
of duty, in our ſeveral callings, is poſitive- 
ty required on our parts; in oppoſition to 
the ſentiments of many well-meaning, but 
highly miſtaken perſons, who fancy that 
faith ſhould abſorb all our powers; and that 


it 1s Perfect 8 independent of 
. 


a” 


i © 


0 81 ) 


works. Whereas, if we reſt ſecure in an 


inactive belief, we ſhall be found to militate 


againſt the whole tenor of the goſpel ; for 
if our faith produceth no good work, no 


eflential efforts of charity and benevolence, - 
however ſtrong our rational conviction of 


the truth of the goſpel, it 1s no better than 
the faith of devils; and ought, as it does 
them, to make us tremble.” 


Whoever will duly confider the nature 


of that Being who made him, the ſurpriſing 
faculties of his own mind, and the value of 
his ſoul, will readily perceive that he could 
not be formed either for a ſtate of indolence 
or ſenſual indulgence; and, leaſt of all, for 
trifling amuſements. 
An all- perfect Being could not- poſſibly 
have produced any thing originally imper- 
fect in its kind. God pronounces upon all 
his created works, „that they were good.“ 
Goodneſs itſelf muſt have intended his crea- 
tures for happineſs; and if to his other at- 
tributes we add the 2wi/dom of the Creator, 
we muſt neceſſarily conclude that man was 
never formed only to eat, and drink, and 
ſleep, and riſe up to play.” If this alone 
is the end of our being, as it ſeems to be 
Vor. I. £4 G the 
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TY 
the with of too many by their actions; if 
God could be ſatisfied with creatures of 
ſuch a deſcription ;. if he thought proper to 
have no higher order in the ſcale of earthly 
creation—he might have ceaſed from his 
work at the Con of the brutal world, 
whoſe exerciſe of the ſenſual appetites con- 
ſtitütes their only good; and the world 
would have exhibited one ſcene of ſavage 
and beſtial nature. But we muſt conclude, 
from the faculties and powers of man, it 
was the gracious deſign of the Creator to 
produce a being of far ſuperior excellence; 
that ſhould be capable of diſplaying his 
glory; of crowning, by his endowments 
and conduct, the works of his hands below ; 
and, finally, of attaining to that perfection 
of a ſtill higher order 985 beings, which 
tranſlation was to be the reward of his obe- 
dience, piety, and diligence. Accordingly, 
God diſtinguiſhes man, at' his firſt forma- 
tion, with the ſingular honour of bearing 
his own image—that is, comparatively, 
with reſpect to his immortal part, the powers 
of his mind, his innocence, and  what- 
ever per fections it pleaſed God to impart to 


him. God gave him alſo a will to chooſe, 
which 


i (B32 

which conſtitutes the diſtinguiſhing and va- 
luable gift of liberty; - and he laid but one 
Sigh reſtraint upon him, which alſo was 

for his good, to preſerve him guiltleſs, and to 
conduct him to heaven. 
But the inſinuating power of the tempter, 
who envied both his preſent and promiſed 


happineſs, contrived to effect the abuſe of 


his free-will ; and through his diſobedience 
he juſtly forfeited his poſſoſſion and his 


hope; and thence introduced into the world 


the many evils we ſo ſeverely feel. Still, 
even under this wretched change, which 
inevitably incurred the immediate marks of 
God's juſtice, the light of his mercy ſhone 
with redoubled ſplendour : for, in the in- 
ſtant of the fall, he promiſed that future 
needful aid, which, in the hidden counſels 
of his wiſdom and mercy, had been decreed 


ſhould render vain the ſerpent's wiſh and 


power ; that. ſhould defeat the utmoſt ma- 
lice of our inveterate foe ; 'and render us 
finally triumphant, if not our own fault. 


This afliſtance we are ſure to have, if we 


alk it humbly ; nor will it be taken from 
us, if we uſe the means to retain it. Our 
C2 Saviour 
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Saviour himſelf declares, the“ gates of hell 
„ ſhall not prevail againſt his love.” 

In the promiſe that the ſeed of the 
e woman ſhould bruiſe the ſerpent's head,” 
we perceive the fir? prophecy of our Savi- 
our's tender love, and of the benefits ob- 
tained for us by the ſacrifice of himſelf — 
offered,“ as the apoſtle ſays, from the 
& beginning of the world.“ 

It is the Eternal Word, this powerful 
Mediator, this Divine Maſter, that from the 
period of their luckleſs treſpaſs has enabled 
his creatures, by the free gift of his grace, 
to work out their ſalvation: for * without 
“ me,” ſays he, ye can do nothing,” — 
nothing truly religious, — perfectly ac- 
ceptable to the Father. | 

It muſt be obvious to the weakeſt un- 
derſtanding, that if man iu a ſtate of primi- 
tive innocence was liable to fall, and actually 
did fo (for otherwiſe he muſt have been 
ſubject to compulſion, which deſtroys the 
very idea of free-will), he cannot raiſe him- 
ſelf again by his own power. If he there- 
by weakened the abilities he had before, 
and forfeited tlie conditional and neceſſary 

ſupport 


4 5 * 
ſupport of his Maker and Pins he muſt 


conſequently afford ſome ſatisfaction to re- 
ſtore himſelf to the notice of an offended 
Creator; and be furniſhed with new ſtrength, 
to enable him to do any thing acceptable to 
him for the future. Where now of him- 


ſelf could he procure this power? How, 


when ſunk in treſpaſſes, could he offer ſuf- 
ficient ſatisfaction for the ungrateful of- 
fence ?—Both theſe are purchaſed for us by 
the ineſtimable love of God, in the redemp- 
tion of Jeſus Chriſt, who offered full ſatiſ- 
faction for the fins of the whole world ; 
and contained in his own divine nature a 


ſource of every needful power for the act 


of regeneration : through him we have the 


means proffered to train us to glory, and 


every requiſite affiſtance promiſed us. But 
recolle& that our will is {till left free; and 
we muſt ſtrive to render it ſubſervient to 
the will of God, or we ſhall find ourſelves 
utterly incapable of partaking of his grace, 
and the Divine nature. 

As to the pattern of our work, afforded 


us in the life of our bleſſed Maſter, it is of 


the laſt concern to us to conſider the dignity 
of the perſon who is our example. To 
Re crown 
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crown his merciful goodneſs towards his 
creatures, God at laſt ſent his Son into the 
world, that we might live through him.” 
In the fulneſs of time, when it ſeemed beſt 
to unerring wiſdom, that glorious Perſon 
took upon him our frail nature; that all we 
who are born under the light of the goſpel, 


might have the happy afiurance of eternal 


life. He came under that veil, that he 


might better inculcate the work that is ex- 


pected from us; to convince us that, with- 


out Divine help, it cannot be perfected; and, 
from his utter contempt of all earthly 


pomp, to teach us that an 8 love of 
the world is incompatible with the pure 
love of God; and that we muſt ** ſet our 
& affections on things aboye, and not on 
„% things upon the earth,” 

It is true, we can never arrive at that 
degree of ſelf denial and purity that was ſo 
conſpicuouſly manifeſt in the bleſſed Jeſus, 
becauſe he was very God as well as man; 


" reconciling in our fleſh the world unto him- 
ſelf, and able to reſiſt the moſt ſubtle ma- - 


chinations of the Evil One. But he exaQts 
no more from us than what is poffible to 
an infirm nature at beſt; and in proportion 

| mg 


0 85-7 
to our talents, and the grace we may ac- 
quire. “ To whom much is given, of 
4 him much will be required.” And he 
«© who knoweth his maſter's will, and doth 
it not, muſt expect to be beaten with 
many ſtripes.” But there are abundant 
inſtances in which we thall be expected to 
follow his example, or we ſhall be judged 
at the laſt day for the abuſe of ſo great a 
benefit. It is ſaid of him, that he went 
about doing good ;” ſhewing continual 
acts of benevolence, charity, and mercy. 
How many of us are bleſſed with the com- 
pleteſt means of exerting a theſe virtues, 
and do no good at all; who (independent of 
the accidental advantages that may flow 
to others, and which are unavoidable in 
the ſupply of their various luxuries) * live 
+ wholly to themſelves ; whoſe god is their 
„ belly; whoſe glory is in their ſhame” 
who, inſtead of doiug good continually, 
ſpread hourly miſchief from the contagion 
of their example, in the badneſs of their 
lives If, after all we can do, the beſt of 
men muſt allow themſelves unprofitable 
ſervants, from the manifeſt imperfection of 


their choiceſt works, and their conſtant need 
. | of 
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1 
of aid and pardon; what can we think of 
thoſe who live „ without God in the 
world,“ who deſert his ſervice, depre- 
ciate his ſervants, abuſe his mercies, and 
are more or leſs engaged in a continual 
round of wickedneſs and foily ? 

Among the many illuſtrious characteriſ- 
tics that adorned our Saviour's life, there is 
none he oftener diſplayed (becauſe none 
more eſſential to correct the preſumption of 
our preſent nature) than HUMILITY. He 
aſſures us that we muſt «+ be converted, 
6 and become as little children, before 
„ we can enter the kingdom of God ;” 
and that whoſoever 4 humbleth himſelf as 
« a little child, is greateſt in the king- 
„ dom of heaven.” This doubtleſs is the 
vital ſpirit of Chriſtian virtue, He took 
every occaſion to ſhew us the neceſſity of it. 
„If your Lord and Maſter,” ſays he, does 
this unto you, how much more ſhould 
«© ye miniſter one unto another!“ 7. e. how 
far ſhould ye be from beiug puffed up with 
vanity from valuing yourſelves upon ſu- 
perior gifts, or ſituation—when ye receive 
all from the ſame wiſe Author who ap- 
pointeth or permitteth the condition of rich 

and 
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and poor, and is 4 no reſpecter of perſons.” 
He but lends you theſe talents and advan- 


tages, to try you, in your reſpective cha- 


racters, whether you are ſenſible of his 
providence, prefer his glory, and your 
own chief good, to the accumulation of 
unprofitable wealth, the pride of worldly 
grandeur, and the vain corroding emulation 
of equalling thoſe above you. But what 
numbers ſhall we find, who, inſtead of cul- 
tivating this refining virtue, lord it over 
their fellow-creatures with moſt oppreſſive 


{way ! or, if their power will not gratify | 


tyrannical indulgence, they hold out ſcorn- 
ful diſtance to the modeſt and unfortunate; 
treat the needy with -unfeeling and con- 
temptuous inſolence ; and often, if they 


cannot hurt, neglect them. To ſuch we 


may apply the juſt reproach of the Pſalmiſt, 


„Why boaſteſt thou thyſelf, that thou 
„ canit do miſchief ? whereas the goodneſs 


* of God endureth yet daily.” 

Next to humility; the example of our 
bleſſed Maſter is as eminent for charity; 
the very bond of peace, without which all 


our religion is vain. Can there exiſt a 


more memorable or exalted proof of it than 
4 5 in 
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in his dying words? Though convulſed 
with the torment of their cruelty who cru- 


cified him, and ſuffering in his foul ſtill 


ſeverer agonies, from a ſenſe of what was 
due to fin; when, for a moment only, he 


Jaments the dreadful apprehenſion of God's 


forſaking him, even in that moment of 
horror he ſtill exclaims, Father, forgive 
«© them, for they know not what they do!“ 


How few among us attend to this bright 


example of univerſal love. We too often 
put the fouleſt conſtruction upon the ſlight- 
eſt and moſt uncertain reports; and can 
load one another with unmerited diſgrace, 
not barely to ſave ourſelves from the conſe- 
quence of caſual ſlander, but that our own 


deformities may be leſs attended to, and our 


threadbare virtues gain by the compariſon. 
If we did but call to mind our Saviour's 


tenderneſs in judging, who knew the very 


heart; if we accepted his advice to remove 
the beam firſt out of our own eye—we 
ſhould be better qualified to relieve our 
brethren from the mote that may obſtruct 
their ſight; we ſhould be inclined: to pity 
and conceal their infirmities. Ly 


But, ſecondly, there 1s a poſitive og 
; ſity 


a? 


8 E 
gty that we ſhould acquire ſome practical 
habit of theſe virtues, before we quit this 
ſcene; becauſe we are told that, ** unleſs 
«© our - righteouſneſs exceeds that of the 
„ Scribes and Phariſees, we ſhall in no 
** wile enter into the kingdom of heaven? 
that is, if we have not ſomething more 
than the form of godlineſs, which was the 1 
molt of their religion, we ſhall never be Ul 
prepared for the viſion and enjoyment; of " 
the Deity ; who can behold nothing im- 
pure or imperfect in its kind, and whoſe 
favour conſtitutes the eſſence of all happi- a 
neſs here and hereafter, Unleſs we obtain 
the power of godlineſs here below, we can- 
not expect to be capable of exerciſing it in 
a ſtill purer degree where there 1s no other 
employment. We ſhould therefore keep 
conſtantly in mind, that we are now only 
upon trial for a more perfect ſtate of being; 
for which we are here to be ſchooled and 
prepared, in the manner our Maker gra- 
ciouſly ſees moſt likely to draw us to him, 
if we do not wilfully reſiſt the means pro- 
peo ow) tice; 11538] 
Still, after all his endet regard ams 
us, it is poſſible we may fall ſhort of his 
| moſt 
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. moſt glorious promiſes, if we neglect the 
opportunities he affords us of obtaining them; 
and, inſtead of hearkening to his voice, in- 
cline to the ſeducements of the world, the 
fleſh, and the devil. We ſhould keep in 
mind that we cannot ſerve two maſters, 
«* but that his we are whom we obey ;" 
that, as we fall, ſo we ſhall riſe again; ei- 
ther from a courſe of obedience to life im- 
mortal, or of ſin unto death: it therefore 
concerns us much to chooſe in time whom 
we will ſerve. And, laſtly, if we are ſo 
far ſunk in degeneracy and blindneſs, as not 
to be moved to reform our ways by the 
ſenſe of God's gracious love, or by grati- 
tucde for his numberleſs mercies ; let the cer- 
tain and fearful conſequence of neglecting to 
become better, rouſe us from our ſinſul le- 
thargy and danger together; let a principle 
of ſelf-love, if no better can be found at 
preſent, begin the work, and ſtimulate our 
labours. God, in the depth of his wiſdom 
and goodneſs, hath appointed various me- 
thods to bring us back to our duty. He 
hath declared that he delighteth not in the 
death of a ſinner ; but that, if we will con- 
feſs and forſake our fins, he will forgive 
nay 


C063 : 


nay more, reward us. To thoſe ts are- 
not to be reclaimed by gentle means—by 
the hope even of © happineſs that eye hath 
«© not ſeen, nor ear heard, nor hath it en. 
& tered into the heart of man to conceive,” 
he holds forth (from the ſame fatherly deſire 
of our ſalvation) the direful vengeance of an 
offended God; the unavoidable puniſhment 
due to fin, which required the ſacrifice and 
atonement of the immaculate Lamb, to pro- 
cure to us the poſſibility of a recovery; and, 
finally, to ſuch as are almoſt incurable, he 
repreſents the terrors of hell itſelf —** the 
« worm that dieth not, the fire that is 
* not quenched:“ deſcriptions which could 
not have proceeded from the God of truth, 
if they did not ſignify the ſevereſt . 
ments that can be fancied; if they were 
not the propereſt ſigns to convey to our 
preſent ſenſes the hazard we run in trifling 
with the care of our ſouls; if it was not 
the juſt and inevitable portion of ſuch as 
alight not in holineſs, but in the ways of 
ungodlineſs. 

If there is a God, and that there is all 
nature plainly ſhews, throughout her works; 


if there is 4 a heaven, which as neceffarily 


follows 
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follows there muſt be, and that it is a ſtate 
of complete felicity; then the ſociety of 
that place cannot but be compoſed of beings 
whoſe ſentiments correſpond with the will 
of their Superior, and ſuit the nature of 
their ſituation ; and who are capable of re- 
ceiving his „ as their ultimate hap- 
pineſs. To ſuppoſe that the wicked can 
dwell among the holy, is a contradiction 
that muſt ſtrike the weakeſt capacity. It 
is not ſo entirely, even in this corrupted and 
imperfect ſtate of things. That there is a 
mixture of good and bad with us, is per- 
fectly conſiſtent with a Nate of probation : 
and why the upright cannot always avoid 
communication with the worthleſs, proceeds 
from cauſes equally natural. We cannot 
diſcern the workings of the heart; and the 
craft and policy of deſigning wicked men 
may ſerve to conceal their villanous pur- 
poſes, and long deceive the unſuſpicious, 
honeſt mind; for now we ſee but through 
„ a glaſs darkly, but hereafter it ſhall be 

face to face.” No hypocriſy, no art, 
no deception, can be admitted there where 
nought but holineſs reigns. But even Here, 
I may aſſert, you will never find the profli- 
gate 


. 


gate or n over anxious for the ſociety _ 


and intercourſe of the chaſte, the ſober, or the 


pious man; nor will you * characters noto- 


riouſly bad, of any deſcription, courting the 
connexion of religious perſons; much leſs 


will the latter wilfully herd with thoſe 


who have not God in all their thoughts, but 
who fludy to be finful—who-perf in folly. 
Why ſhould we abſurdly dare to think 
leſs worthily of the purity of heaven, of 
the dwelling of the ee than of our 
own depraved community? No; depend 
upon it, my friends, © there is a place for 
* the righteous, and for the wicked:“ they 
can never dwell together. The wages of 


ſin 1s death; but the gift of God is eter- 


_ ** nal life, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.“ 
The one 1s not to be more avoided (if we 
regard our beſt intereſts) than the other 


to be deſired; and, happy for us, it is ſtill 


within our reach while zime remaineth: 
Let us then, my friends, avail ourſelves 
of that preczous talent; let us improve 
every moment. Let us ſtrive to redeem 
the paſt, by repenting of our numberleſs 
tranſgreſſions, and leaning upon the Rock of 
our Salvation, both for the atonement and 
N 5 recovery. 
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„ 
recovery. Let us kiſs the rod that gently 
correcteth us in mercy, reminding us of 
our failings and our danger; let us bleſs the 
ſtaff that ſupporteth us from ſinking, and 
will conduct us aſſuredly to glory, if we 
throw it not away. And, finally, let us al- 
ways be ready to diſtribute, willing to 

communicate, ever abounding in the 

« work of the Lord;” from this ſolemn 

and important conſideration, that the 

« night cometh when no man can work.“ 

Now, &c. e 


SERMON V. 


Commiſeration and Lenity recommended in 


the Caſe of Penitents. 


— 


Prohibenda autem maximè eſt ira in puniendo: Cic. Orrs 


Aimer Dieu, aimer ſes ſemblables: quoi de plus ſimple 
et de plus naturel !—Vouloir du bien à qui nous fait du mal: 
quoi de plus grand, et de plus ſublime !—]J'eſpere en la cle- 
mence d'un juge qui peut faire grace a Perreur, 

___ MagmonrT. BxLISAIRE. 
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JouN, ch. v. latter part of ver. 14. 


din no more, leſt a worſe 2 come unto thee. 


HESE are the words. of mercy, pro- 
nounced by the mouth of wiſdom. 
I ſhall only infer from them, at this time, 

Firſt, The neceſſity of encouraging a ſpi- 
rit of mildneſs and Chriſtian charity to- 
wards one another, as brethren of the ſame 
fallen ſtock, and engaged in one common 
warfare. 

Secondly, The ſerious and profitable cau- 
tion they contain to;all tranſgreſſors of 
God's laws, and eſpecially ſuch as have of- 
fended in any fingular and heinous manner. 
And, „ 
Thirdly, I ſhall make a brief applica- 
tion of what has been ſaid, by way of aſſiſt- 
ing thoſe who are happily returned from 
the error of their ways. 


1 | | Firſt, 
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Firſt, then, a ſpirit of tenderneſs and cha- 
rity is a principle moſt clearly recommend- 
ed by our bleſſed Lord, in the eighth chapter 
of this ſame goſpel. Although the perſon 
there brought before Chriſt for condemna- 
tion, was not only accuſed of a crime that 
incurred the ſevereſt penalty of a poſitive | 


law, as being a moſt flagitious breach of 


God's commandment, and that legal teſti- 
mony was beſides at hand to vindicate the 
Juſtice of her puniſhment ; yet we ſee he 
both prevented and reprobated the mercileſs. 
deſire of her enemies, by a reply that ſo re- 
proached their own conſciences, as effectually 
to check the proſecution they were ſo eager 


to ſupport—** And he ſaid unto them, He 


«© that is without fin among you, let him 
« caſt the firſt ſtone,” 


We muſt carefully obſerve, 1 that 
there is nothing done or ſaid by our bleſſed 
Maſter to excuſe or encourage the oftender 3 
but his divine wiſdom was here exerted to 


"reſcue him from the treacherous device of 


the evil-minded Jews, who (with their 


uſual ingratitude and malignity) endea- 
voured to enſuare him into a breach of their 


religious laws, that CO might accuſe him | 


4 $ 


0 181 


of uſurping judicial power: and, beſides 


this, we may fairly ſurmiſe, that “ as he 


« was commiſſioned with power on earth to 
forgive fins,” he embraced this gracious 


opportunity of ſhewing both his mercy and 


authority, We may reaſonably infer, that 


be who did all things well,” being ac- 


quaitited with the remorſe and contrition 
that had probably taken place in this wo- 
man's heart, judged her a ſubject of com- 
paſſion 3 and accepted the dawn of repen= 
tance, which the ignorant and unmerciful 
deciſion of her fellow-ſinners would have 
diſregarded, though pleaded with ry ut- 
moſt eloquence. FO, 

It is very natural to ſuppoſe ene were 
particulars in her caſe which are not com- 


municated in the ſtory, and which attracted 


our Lord's generoſity and favour : thus far 
at leaſt we may ſafely conclude that the 
charge being brought from the baſeſt mo- 
tive, as above deſcribed, ſuch accuſers would 
not be over-ſcrupulous as to the circum- 
ſtances of their intelligence, nor likely to 
act from any ſound principle of virtue; as 
indeed their univerſal deſertion of a charge 
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„ 
ſo apparently _ ſu ported, moſt abun- 
dantly proves. 
It is worthy notice, upon a ſubje& of this 
nature, that the perſons who made the com- 
plaint againſt this ſinful woman were of the 
Scribes and Phariſees, i. e. the expounders of 
the law, and a remarkable ſect of Jews of 
thoſe days, who upon opinion of their own 
4 godlineſs deſpiſed others,” and were con- 
ſequently prone to ſeverity. Our Saviour's 
character of theſe people is very pointed, and 
proper to be here inferted—** Woe unto 
«© you Scribes and Phariſees, hypocrites !” 
(Luke, xi. 44). Of the former he ſays, 
ver. 52, © Woe unto you lawyers, for ye 
%% have taken away the key of knowledge; 
„ye entered not in yourſelves, and them 
* that were enterivg ye hindered :”—by 
your cloſe adherence to the mere letter of the 
law, without at all conſulting the ſpirit of 
it, ye do © tranſgreſs the commandments of 
„ God by your traditions.” And of the 
latter he thus ſpeaks in the 39th verſe : 
* Ye make clean the outſide of the platter: 
* but your inſide is full of ravening and 


66 wickedneſs ;” and, in another place, Ye 
; S 6% ' paſs 


( 193 ) 


T paſs. over the weigh ty matters of the 1 
40 judgment, mercy, and the love of God.“ 
Now this is the exact deſcription of hypo- 


crites of all times the worſt of all chara&- 


ters—and againſt which the meek and mer- 


ciful Jeſus Þitalelf- is ever loud and vehe- 


ment in his reproaches; and it is the only 
inſtance we have wherein his rebukes are 
tinctured with gall, inſtead of compaſſion. 


Another of the leading characters 4 theſe 
men, was their zeal for making proſelytes; 
for which, our Lord obſerves, ** they would 
6 aer ſea and land.“ But what kind 
of diſciples were they? Such as would con- 
deſcend to embrace their corrupted preju- 
dices, and favourite tenets; who were rea- 
dy to abide by their traditions, to ſubſcribe 
| minutely to their particular and oftentatious, 
ceremomes. They had no regard to the Hid- 
den man of the heart, to the cleaning the in- 
fide of the veſſel, but only to the poliſhing 
its. exterior appearance. They could mar- 
vel and appear ſhocked that the immaculate 
Jeſus ſhould «fit down to meat with un- 
„ wafſhen hands ;” but were wholly regard- 
leſs of the divine purity of his ſoul, which 


diſcovered itſelf in all that he ſaid or did. 
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They were quick to obſerve the leaſt in- 
fringement of their formal rites, and furious 
(as in this inſtance of the adulterous perſon) 
to have the vengeance of the law inflicted ; 
but were no ways concerned for the convic- 
tion, converfion, or future fate of the wretch+ 
ed ſinner. | 
In bis their zeal ſhould have moſt emi- 
nently appeared — in making proſelytes to 
the law of holineſs; in conſidering what it 
means to have mercy and not ſacrifice; in 
ee true lowlineſs of heart; in 
* ſeeking firſt the Kingdom of God, and his 
« righteouſneſs,” which would have qua- 
lified them to paſs judgment with mercy : 
but then it is evident they muſt have be- 
gan with themſelves; they muſt have de- 
graded the boaſted efficacy of the ceremo- 
nial law; they muſt have lowered their own ; 
outward conſequence, their ſeeming zeal, 
their ſelf-righteouſneſs : this the pride and 
deceit of human nature could not ſubmit 
to. They aimed at no ſuch ſpiritual exal- 
tation as.that of the humble publican, which 
ever proceeds from the conſciouſneſs of 
our own unworthineſs; from the becoming 
principle of true humility, They coveted, 
on 


6 


on . contrary, that praiſe which flows 


from the influence of authority; from be- 
ing poſſeſſed of 4 the uppermoſt ſeats in the 
« ſynagogues, and the greetings in the 
«© markets.” Had they ſtudied the intereſt 
of their immortal part, and the ſervice and 


glory of their Maker, in their earneſtnefs to 


increaſe their diſciples, they would have ſet 
looſe from all theſe worldly charms, at leaſt 
they would not have conſidered them as the 
chief obje& of their wiſhes; they would 
have probed the ſecret workings of their 
own hearts, and traced the ſprings and ends 
of all their vaunted aſſiduity, and plauſible 
' exertion. In ſhort, had they © ſet their 


« affetions on things above,” inſtead of 


building happineſs upon vain and periſhing 
objects, they would have laboured for the 
fruit of true wiſdom, the real knowledge of 


themſelves and the Lord; they would have 


been led to own the univerſal deformity of 
a ſelfiſh nature, that all are concluded 


under fin,” and that the mercy and grace 


of God are needful to all men for the falva- 


tion of their ſouls, This is the faith that 


ſhould actuate the hypocrites of our times; 
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that muſt be poſſeſſed in order to bring 


about their reformation. 


Tf men would uſe the means of obtaining 


the power of godlineſs, as diligently as they 


often find it expedient to uphold the form 
of it, the ſpirit of chriſtian charity would 


be more conſpicuous in the profeſſors of the 


goſpel ; they would then ftrive to imitate 
that heavenly temper of compaſſion and 
forbearance exemplified in the life and doc- 


trine of the Divine Author of their reli- 


gion.—From an impartial judgment on 
their own conduct; from an humble con- 
ſciouſneſs of their own manifold errors and 
offences; from a due ſenſe of the neceſſity 
of the Divine aid, and a ſerious regard for 
the fate of their own ſouls; they would be 
neceſſarily induced to think candidly and 
feelingly of the caſe of their brethren. 
However flagrant a tranſgreſſion might ap- 
pear in the deceitful view of phariſaical and 
hypocritical compariſon, they would cou- 
rageouſly and honeſtly lay aſide the maſk 
that conceals their own jimperfection and 
deformity ; they would tremble me the con- - 


ſciouſneſs of 0 es. ca crimes ;”” renounce 


that 


6 


that darling ſelf-complacency which mag- 
nifies the mote in «a brother's Eye, while it 
leſſens the beam that obſtructs the obſerva- 
tion of its own defects; and charitably ac- 
count for the force or peculiarity of the ſe- 
duction that has triumphed over the weak- 
neſs of their fellow-creature, which perhaps 
they would have failed in reſiſting, even 
with greater advantages far the conflict, and 
under leſs powerful temptations. | 

This ſpirit, in ſhort, would cauſe cham. 
to confeſs, If God ſhould be extreme 
% to mark what is amiſs, who may abide ' 
„it?“ and, inſtead of loudly arraigning a 
caſual offender—inſtead of the proud and 
impudent boaſt, that they are not as other 
men—they would rather fall before the 
throne of grace; and adopting the accepted 
language of. the poor in ſpirit, exclaim, 
God, be merciful to me, a ſinner!” 

But if ſuch a change is poſitively need- 
ful in thoſe whoſe formal pretenſions, and 
political caution, can ſo far cheat the eyes 
of men, as to render them rather objects of 
admiration than cenſure what ſhall we ſay 
of ſuch who, with a load of public enormi- 
tics about them, have yet ſo little modeſty, 

| | % Or 


( i168 > 


or fillow-feeling, as to bear hard upon the 
faults of others, and deny the mercy they 
ſo much need themſelves. It makes one- 
ſhudder to believe ſuch men exiſt ! 

Gracious Lord! when we attend to the 
deceitfulneſs of the human heart, that it is 
«« deſperately wicked, and who can know 
« it?“ when we reflect how deficient are 
the bet of men—that often, with all the 
advantages of education, nay, of religious 
inſtruction, early inſtilled and forcibly im- 
preſſed, many yet plunge into the mire of 
pollution, and continue long ſlaves to vice; 
are induſtrious in courting premeditated 
wickedneſs ; {ſwift to ſhed blood; exulting 
iu the power of doing evil; oppreſſors of 
the humble and deſerving ; flack in help- 
ing the innocent and needy, however great 
their ability of doing good, however unfor- 
tunate the objects of their juſt regard 3 liv- 
ing wholly to themſelves, and in a manner 
„without God in the 390714 * holding 
the truth in unrighteouſneſs, and hardening 
their hearts by the ſweets of proſperity, in- 
ſtead of enlarging them from the dictates of 
gratitude; ſlow to repentance; impatient of 
rebuke; deaf to continual exhortation—— 
when 
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aha; we contemplate ſuch a melancholy 
picture, can we wonder that the ignorant go 
aſtray ? that perſons wanting theſe advan- 
tages, men of like paſſions, partaking of the 
common weakneſs, and with ſo many leſs 
reſtraints, ſhall occaſionally fall victims to 
the ſtratagems of the ſubtle and vigilant 
foe, the violence of temptation, and the ar- 
fifices of the wicked, who labour in their 
maſter's ſervice with greater diligence and 
ſucceſs than do the labourers in the vine- 
yard of the Lord? 
8 then candour, compaſſion, advice, * 
forbearance are due from one man to ano- 
ther, in inſtances of general failing; if it 
is a poſitive Chriſtian duty to ſoften, and 
not aggravate, the iufirmity of our brethren ; 
if we are to forgive thoſe perſonally offend- 
ing us not ſeven times, but until ſeventy 
times ſeven,” how much more incum- 
bent is it upon us to check all ſeverity of 
cenſure in caſes that do not immediately 
affect us! If < being flow to judge” marks 
the proper character of every member of the 
Chriſtian flock, how much more ſenſibly 
does it behove the miniſters of Chriſt's 


houſchold (at the ſame time that we diſ- 
charge 


("83d ) 
thaipe our truſt, © by rebuking in ſeaſon 
'* and out of ſeaſon”) to be gentle and 
merciful, willing to hear, and ready to re- 
_ ceive the ſtrayed ſheep into the fold. How 
highly does it concern us to copy the exam- 
ple ſet us by the Chief Shepherd, the Re- 
deemer of our ſouls, to * be every thing, 
in a religious ſenſe, to every one, that we 
% may gain ſome!” how grateful does the 
promiſe ſound in the ears of the patient and 
commiſerating maſter, that he who turns 
* a ſinner from the error of his way ſhall 
% cover a multitude of fins, and ſave a ſoul 
alive!“ how are we encouraged to bear 
and forbear, when we are told “ that there 
„is joy in heaven over one ſinner that re- 
4% penteth !” and how ſhall we dare to look 
the Lord of Life and Glory in the face, at 
the hour of death, or in the day of judg- 
ment — how call upon the Lamb (who laid 
down his life for the ſins of the whole 
world) to remit the puniſhment done to 
our own abundant provocations—if we che- 
riſh unforgiveneſs, or are rigid in purſuing | 
an offending brother ! 
Was our final ſentence to be e 
pry by the conſcious innocence of being 
4 qualified 


($30) 
qualified to caſt the lot of condemnation UPe 
on evety one we arrogantly ſuppoſe more 

guilty than ourſelves; how few but would 
link away, leſt they ſhould be involved in 
the certain conſequence of the common 
guilt !-—who would venture © to caſt the 
* firſt ſtone?” 
If then we are 3 % not to 
10 « judge, that we may not be judged—to 
% forgive, that we may be, forgiven ;” if 
theſe are the conditions of expected lenity 
held out to us by the Supreme Judge of 
heaven and earth —ſurely it behoves us to 
be very delicate in paſſing ſentence: even 
intereſt, that predominant principle in a de- 
generated ſelfiſh nature, ſhould unite with 
duty, to guard us againſt, ſeverity, 
But, in the capacity of the paſtoral office, | 
a ſtill nicer care is - requiſite, to watch the 
contrition of the returning ſinner, leſt we 
miſs that blefſed moment when the Lord is 
pleaſed to touch the heart. When the Di- 
vine ſpark ; occaſionally ſtirs within us, 
through the ſtings of goading conſcience, 
then is our happy taſk to fan the flame of 
rekindliug obtdicnce : not to quench the 
* of the Spirit, by ſpreading the mw 
vell 1 Y 
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„ 
veil of unrelenting juſtice, and thus help 
the terrors of the Evil One to inflict de- 
ſpair; but to unfold the ſtores and riches of 
God's grace; to implore the healing beams 

of mercy ; to direct the penitent to the 
fountain of redemption, the certain refuge 
for ſorrowing, terror-ſtricken ſinners; to 
„ preach peace to the humble and broken- 
« hearted, whom God will not deſpiſe.” 

Tt is ſaid of our bleſſed Maſter, by the 
Prophet who foretold his gracious errand 
upon earth, that he ſhould not break 
e the bruiſed reed, nor quench the ſmok- 
e 20g flax; a deſcription he often ve- 
rified, and which is highly manifeſted in 
the inſtance that furniſhes the ſubject of 
this diſcourſe, where his wiſdom ſhone ſo 
conſpicuouſly in the manner of delivering 
the convicted offender, when imminent con- 
demnation ſeemed to threaten her with ruin. 
Where any hope of reformation remained, 
we ever find our gracious Maſter ready to 
pour in the balm of conſolation; and uſing 
the gentleſt reproofs, and moſt wholeſome 
exhortations, wherever ſincerity appeared to 
mark true penitence. In this light may 
$ the Sun of TAS molt truly be 
. * ſaid 


[a 

tt gad to riſe with healing in his wings!“ 
This heaven-born Meſſenger of Peace to 
the diſconſolate, never mixed terror and ſe- 
verity in his advice, but to ſuch as no other 
method could reclaim— the hypocrites, and 
thoſe whoſe perverſeneſs and love of vice 
would not permit them to feel their ſad 
condition, till made to ſmart: by theſe, as 
likewiſe by the ſelf-willed, and the ſelf- 
righteous, the latter part of his character 
will be finally felt, when „he ſends oO 
2 judgment unto victory.“ 

It is our peculiar duty therefore to imi- 
tate the merciful pattern; to miſs no op- 
_ portunity of reclaiming all who are in dan- 
ger of being led captive by the wiles of the 
grand enemy; by uſing every method to 
convince and comfort the dejected ſinner; 
by propoſing every encouragement the goſ- 
pel can ſupply, in order to enforee a quick 
return to duty, and careful regard to future 
conduct. 

Beſides, there is a variety of cireum- 
ſtances, even in the treſpaſſes of men, which 
demand proportionable treatment, and call 
upon our pity more than our reproach :— 
the weakneſs of nature may yield to the 

Vor 1 | force 
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force of a temptation ; the artful ſtrata- 
gems of the wicked may take us off our 
guard, and for a while intoxicate and be- 
guile the unwary, by the violence of ſenſual 
appetites, and the heat of youth; the inex- 
perience of iniquity's woful ſtings, the na- 


tural levity attending that thoughtleſs ſea- 


ſon of life, may combine to overpower us; 
and if the crime ſhould happen to be amongſt 
the. ff offences of the kind committed, it 


ſhould moderate the ſeverity of our judg- 


ment, and excite all charitable allowance for 


the particulars that may have occaſioned it. 
Vet ſome, alas! are ſo dead to all the ſenti- 
ments of generous feeling, that far from in- 


dulging the impulſe that ſympathy might 


be ſuppoſed to raiſe for thoſe of like infir- 


mities with themſelves, they- grudge that 
mercy to another which their own foul 
deeds, with much leſs reaſon, would exact. 
Ignorant of what manner of ſpirit they are 
of, they would, in a fit of mercileſs and 
haſty vengeance, ** command fire to con- 
fume their brethren,” were it in their power; 
inſtead of exerciſing that patient lenity 
ſhewn by the Saviour and Judge of all men, 


who in the juſt rebuke he gave his diſci- 
5 * 
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ples for yielding to a violent and unforgiv- 
ing temper, declares he is not come to 
* deſtroy, but to ſave mankind.” 
However, whatever degree of excuſe the 
above ſuppoſed particulars may furniſh, the 
caſe is very different with the old and harden- 
ed finner, for whom no ſimilar defence can 
poſſibly be advanced. Age generally does, or 
ſhould, alone remove a number of conſtitu- 
tional temptations ; and where neither years, 
nor repeated counſel, nor ſelf- conviction, nor 
love nor fear of God, have influence to check 
the brutal luſts and habits men unnaturally 
harbour even at this late time of day, we 
muſt pronounce this to be the vice of the 
mind alone, the moſt dangerous in its ef- 
fects, the moſt difficult to conquer; though 
even againſt ſuch we ſhut not the door of 
grace and mercy : God forbid! While 
there is life, and health, and reaſon, there is 
ſome hope till left, that the foul may at 
length be touched with a ſaving ſenſe of its 
hazardous ſtate : but, in the nature of things, 
their caſe is awfully alarming; they who _ 
are haſtily approaching the end of their 
trial, whoſe fate is in a manner at the door, 


cannot be too earneſt in their late conflict 
1 2 | with 
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with the enemy; ſuch cannot too ſoott, 
or vigorouſly, attempt the taſk of reforma- 
tion : difficult and painful as the labour is, 
it muſt be entered upon, and make ſome 
progreſs alſo; the fruits of repentance muſt 
appear, however late, or we can upon no ſcrip- 
ture grounds build hopes of pardon. There 
is this further difference alſo between the old 
and young: the former have a longer and 
heavier account to ſettle; they ſtand upon 
the brink of a precipice, whence there is 
no retreat, but by immediate and uncom- 
mon reſolution: the latter are haſtening, 
it is true, to the ſame dangerous gulph; 
but they ſtill poſſeſs the advantages of time 
and ſtrength to prevent their fate—happy if 
they profit by them! 
Well then, in either caſe, when the foul 
is ſmitten with the ſenſe of its folly and 
miſconduct, and fighs (with the prodigal) to 
be reſtored to the favour of its heavenly Fa- 
ther, ſhall we cruelly leave the convicted 
mourner to the hazard of further miſchief? 
Shall we cut off the proſpect of a father's 
conſoling welcome, the laſt ſupport under 
the miſery of a wounded ſpirit ? Shall we 
deny the only refuge to the wretched—re- 
pentance, 


( 7 ) 


ee and the hope of pardon ? Rather 
et us be forward to clear the way of every 

;fficulty ; holding forth the great and pre- 
cious-promiſes to all who repent and turn 
unto the Lord; who, in theſe cheering 
words of Chriſt himſelf, declareth, Him 
. cometh unto me 1 will in no wiſe 
& caſt out.“ 

The chriſtian temper 1 am recommend - 
ing to your practice, is beautifully exempli- 
fied in a paſſage of St. Paul's Epiſtle to 
Philemon, and very applicable to the inten- 
tion of this diſcourſe. The holy apoſtle, 
in the true ſpirit of Chriſtian love, pleads 
with his friend for the reſtoration of a ſer- 


vant to his favour, who had materially in- 


jured him; and in a manner too that of all 
others might have afforded a plea, even from 
the moſt chriſtian character, for diſcontinu- 

ing all further intercourſe; becauſe it was 


in the caſe of diſbongſty, and the lenity re- 


quired might have expoſed him to freſh in- 


convenience and diſtreſs; but even in zhis 
| caſe, when certain of the offender's convic- 
tion and amendment, nay, of his riſing 
from this fall to an eminent degree of pu- 
rity and religious proficiency, this excellent 

I 3 judge 
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judge of 8 was profitable to them both, 
in the progreſs of their common calling, 
entreats with earneſtneſs that he might be 
received again. He enjoins it - as a thing 
«© that was convenient ;” that is, which 
might help forward their mutual ſalvation ; 
or, in his own words, that the communi- 
cation of his faith might become effectual 
c dhe acknowledging every good thing 

that was in him, through Chriſt Jeſus.” 
And the further argument he- employs, be- 
ſides his own authority and opinion, is, 
that perhaps he departed for a ſeaſon, 
that thou thereby ſhouldeſt receive him 
for ever;” which is as much as to ſay, 
that his mind might be ſo awakened by the 
ſenſe of his former tranſgreſſions, and the 
mercy ſhewn him by God in accepting his 
repentance, and puniſhing him fo ſlightly 
in proportion to his deſerts, as to work a 
ſignal reformation in his future life ; and 
that by diligent caution, and help of proper 
means, he might be enabled to. reach a high 
degree of chriſtian virtue; in which caſe 
the apoſtle might well aſſert, then truly 
„ not as a ſervant, but above a ſervant, as a 
brother beloved in the Lord.“ 
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Having now endeavoured to eſtabliſh the 
cauſe of mercy, I proceed, 

Secondly, To guard this doctrine from 
any bad effect upon the careleſs part of my 
hearers, by ſetting before you the ſerious 
and profitable caution they contain; leſt, 
from what has been advanced, any one 
ſhould falſely and wickedly ſurmiſe, that 
men may ſafely ſin, that grace may abound; 
againſt which every pious Chriſtian will 
readily exclaim, - ** God forbid !” 

As a relapſe is often of ſorer conſequence 
in diforders of the body than the firſt at- 
tack, ſo is it with the mind on the com- 
miſſion of fin; the cauſe operates equally in 
both reſpects. All diſeaſes leave the pa- 
tient in a degree of weakneſs more ſuſcep- 
tible of taking injury from neglect, and re- 
quire proportionable caution to avoid a re- 
turn of the complaint. | 

As, therefore, in bodily 1 we 
are peculiarly attentive to recover ſuch a 
degree of ſtrength as may defend us from 
the danger to which our ſtate is expoſed ; ſo, 
after any failure in moral conduct, we can- 


not be too guarded againſt a repetition of 
14 the 


( 120 ) "44 L 


the beten and a deceitful perſunf on that 


we are ſtill within reach of cure. 

To avoid this, we muſt ever keep in mind 
the wholeſome remedy which our Lord pre- 
ſcribes to us in the text, Sin no more, 
«© leſt a worſe thing come unto thee;” for 
every return to vice will make equal ha- 
voc with our religious principle, as the 
quick ſucceſſion of diſeaſe haſtens to deſtroy 
the human frame; the powers of reſiſtance 
are gradually impaired, till at length diſor- 
ders deſtroy the body, and fin the ſoul. | 

With thoſe whom the ſmart of vicious 
folly hath opened their eyes, to ſee the baſe- 
neſs and peril of tranſgreffi ing God's holy 
laws, the admonition in the text is calcu- 
lated to ſupply the benefit of continual vi- 
gilance, leſt they ſhould be ſurpriſed by him 
who has always emiſſaries at work to en- 
ſnare the unwary, and perſuade ſuch as 
through mercy haye once eſcaped, that 
therefore the riſk is not ſo great they 
„ ſhall not die.“ This treacherous argu- 
ment our inveterate enemy ſucceſsfully em- 
ployed againſt our firſt parent. Becauſe 


mw ſaw the 188 live alter he had taſted 
the 


int) 

the forbidden fruit, ſhe raſhl! y diſregarded 
the firſt command received ; ſhe adverted 
not to the nature of him who cannot lie; 
and, building on her own power alone, in- 
evitably fell. Not ſatisfied with innocence, 
but curious to know both good and evil, 
ſhe perceived not that ſhe might die to hap- 
pineſs here and hereafter, though the ani; 
mal life did not immediately periſh by the 
tranſgreſſion. In ſhort, the will was turned 
from God, and his ſupport ; and his hapleſs 
creatures ſoon experienced, by their ſhame 
and conſcious miſery, that the wages of 
$ fin is death,” in its worſt deſcription. 
-:5iYs thoughtleſs men are {till inclined to 
haſten their ruin; they frequently proceed 
from fin to fin, and boldly . treaſure up 
{+ to themſelves wrath againſt the day of 
„ wrath, and dreadful retribution.” Thus 
Pharaoh hardened his proud ungrateful 
heart through the very means that ſhould 
have checked his madneſs, “ not knowing 
+ that the goodneſs of God leadeth to re- 
“ pentance.” It is. a woful ſymptom of 
our depraved condition, that God's forbear- 
ance and Jlong-ſuffering are ſo often thus 
abuſed, and men become daring, 1 in propor- 
tion 


"— M 
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tion as they receive merey; but it is too 
true, and ſadly inſtanced in the ungracious 
lives and ſtubborn courſes of all wicked 
men. 

That the relapfing i cate lin ie els Aims 
gerous, may be gathered from the aſſurance 
of Jeſus Chriſt himſelf; and the ſentence is 
repeated by St. Peter, who preſents the wa · 
vering ſinner with this awakening repri- 
mand, If, after they have eſcaped the pol- 
* lution of the world through the know- 
ledge of the Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, they were again entangled there- 
in, and overcome, the latter end 1s worſe 
with them than the beginning;“ which 
amounts exactly to our Lord's own words, 
6 the laſt ſtate of that man is worſe than 
the firſt:“ “ for it had been better for 
% them not to have known the way of 
_ + righteouſneſs (proceeds the apoſtle), than, 
after they have known it, to turn from 
e the holy commandment delivered unto 
„ them,” Which laſt aſſertion includes a 
very ſerious truth indeed; it ſignifies that 
the groſs © ingratitude of a relapſing Chriſ- 
tian, in finning againſt ſuch plain and happy 


methods of ſalvation, muſt needs render him 
* more 


* 


LY 
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more incurable, and juſtly condemnable, 
than any Heathen who was not brought 
to ſuch conviction,” In this ſenſe there- 
fore, and on ſuppoſition of a man's wilfully 
abuſing the way of righteouſneſs, that is, the 
chriſtian ſcheme of falyation, it is ſo far 
true that he had better not have known it; 
becauſe the Heathen will be only judged 
according to the light afforded him: <* but 
% he to whom much is given, of him will 
% much be required; for whoſo knoweth 
“ his maſter's will, and doth it not. ſhall 
be beaten with many ſtripes.” So, on 
the compariſon of an apoſtate Chriſtian with 
an unenlightened Heathen, the caſe of the 
latter is both leſs ſinful and dangerous ;— | 
yet, let it be moſt joyfully received by 
them that believe, and obey the truth, 
that the goſpel is the power of God unto 
«+ ſalvation ;” and to them that are called, 
i. e. (in a ſober chriſtian ſenſe) to whom the 
word of the Lord is revealed, “ Chriſt is 
both the power of God and the wiſdom 
« of d. 

I ſhall now We 3 a FRG ſhort 
remarks by. way. of application, which may 
be of uſe to ſuch who, ſenſible of their paſt 

offences, 


( 124 ) 
offences, are anxious to redeem the time, 
and who ſee the need of God's aſſiſtance to 
ſecure them from future danger. 
Firſt, then, conviction is one main ſtep to 
reformation : the whole need not a phyſi- 
s can, but thoſe that are ſick ; I am come 
„% not to call the righteous, but ſinners to 
«« repentance.” Where men fee/ themſelves 
faulty, and begin to wiſh to mend, there then 
1s hope. In order to remove the maladies 
to which this earthly tenement is liable, 
they naturally have recourſe to the beſt ad- 
vice they can procure. Now fin, as before 
obſerved, is the ſickneſs of the ſoul ; and 
happy is it for us we have not far to ſeek, 
nor many to conſult, to obtain a remedy ! 
the diſorder is univerſal, and has but one 
Phyſician that can relieve it. To all who 
wiſely and ſteadily apply his remedy, his 
{kill will prove znfallible : it is a free Cure, 
e without money or without price;” it is 
an invitation without exception, full of 
mercy, and of great comfort; it is againſt 
a diſtemper that leadeth unto death and mi- 
ſery eternal. Come unto me,” ſays he, 
4 all ye that labour and are heavy laden, 


* and I will refreſh you.“ There is 
6 now 
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© now no condemnation,” ſays the apoſtle, 
„ to ſuch as are in Chriſt Jeſus.” But 
mark how he guards this valuable truth 
(leſt any ſhould mſunderſiand his doctrine), 
by adding to them who walk not after 
e the fleſh, but after the ſpirit.” After what 
ſpirit ? The ſpirit of Chriſt, 7. e. the ſpirit 
of holineſs. To be really in Chriſt Jeſus, 
means to have the life of Chriſt wrought 
in you, whereby ye ſhew forth the fruits of 
this union; without me (ſays he) ye can 
4 do nothing.” But if it doth not appear 
that ye do any thing, why then it is evi- 
dent ye are none of Chriſt's; “for the 
« law of the ſpirit of life in Chriſt Jeſus 


«© doth make you free from the law of fin 


* and death, ſo that ye will no more fin, 
„ but will mortify your members which 
« are on earth.” They therefore who have 
_ heartily repented, will ſhew it "uy amend- 
ment of life. 
Secondly, Holineſs is e like 
other attainments; perfection cannot be ex- 
pected before converſion: wherefore, the 
ſenſe of guilt and unworthineſs being once 
eſtabliſhed, the next ſtep for a reaſonable 


creature to take, is to apply the means held 
| out 


| 
Mi 
11 


i 
\ 
0 
a 
* 
oo 
1 
44 
* 
1 3 
* 
$ 
. 
4 
* 
7 
942 
+ 
' 
". 
* 
3 
Fi 
1 
i 
AL 6 
+ 1 
, 
"| 
7 


— 
— — — ad — —— Pr" 2 IRS — — a> Ho — — - 
— —— — — 2 a — — ESE; — n 
Wh} Sag © wi — ** — . pores, - 
— ——— — — ——— — — — — CCC 
— * — k 
— — — . - * 


6 126 J 


out in ores to effect a purer ſtate of heart; 
juſt as we ſhould.employ-a proper regimen 
to renew the Wannen __—_ re n 
tution. 

As, in the latter . ooo and directe 
us to avoid whatever formerly has impaired 
our health; ſo, in the ſoul's cure, particular 
diligence muſt be given to ſhun all objects 
that have a tendency to choke the good 
ſeed that is taking root. The inſtruments 
that will affiſt our ſpiritual labours, are 
prayer; reading the word of God; medi- 
tating on his divine perfections, on the 
certainty of death, on the unalterdble fate 
of our ſouls hereafter; conſtant attendance 
on the public worthip ; dwelling daily 
upon the many mercies we receive; and, 
above all, imploring the influence of God's 
Holy Spirit, to preſerve us clean and up- 
right. This muſt be aſked through the 
efficacious atonement made by Chriſt's ſuf. 
ferings and death, who is both a ſacrifice 
for fin, and a principle of life in all them 
that believe. Nay, he is the light which 
« lighteth every man that cometh into the 
4 world;” without the intereſt of whole 


' merits there could be no forgiveneſs, no 
holineſs, 


0 40 


Holineſs, no ſalvation. To partake theſe 


gracious gifts, no means will prove ſo ſure 
as frequently receiving the holy ſacrament; 
that being an inſtitution our Lord expre/s/y 
formed to remind his followers of theſe ma- 
nifold and aſtoniſhing mercies. To this 


memorial of God's love to man, we have 


nothing to bring, to render us /afe partakers, 
but humble and contrite hearts, and faith in 


what is done for us. None can come too 


ſoon after a proper ſenſe of having fallen: 
to keep away, is Poſitively acknowledging 
that our repentance is deficient, that we 
20h not a recovery; for who will ever 


pretend they deſire a return of health, while 


they refuſe the eaſieſt, the only methods to 


obtain it? Negligence in applying this ſure 


and bleſſed means, is a proof we build upon 
our own ſtrength alone; it is leaning on 

a broken reed, and is Say blameable and 
ruinous. 

All delays yield opportunities to de ene- 
my. If not to advance in virtue is to de- 
oline, ſurely not to keep our ground muſt 

be productive of quicker and greater miſ- 
chief. Nothing can avail us in our chrif- 
tran 
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tian warfare, but vigilance and perſeverance; 
ſelf.diſtruſt and fſelf-abaſement. * When 
„J am weak then am I ſtrong,” lays St. 
Paul ; ; that 1s, when I am conſcious that 
in my fleſh dwelleth no good thing,” 
then I am led to apply to him who is 
* able to fave to the utmoſt.“ Thus will 
Fe be able to quench the fiery darts of the 
wieked, and after all to ſtand your ground. 
Laſtly, Whoever among you has fully 
experienced the hapleſs, helpleſs condition 
of a frail and carnal nature; who do truly 
pant after the right way, and to come off 
victorious in the end -you mult, above all 
things, beware of making light of paſt 
tranſgreſſions. None but fools make a 
* mock of fin;'”—*< it is a dreadful thing 
eto fall into the hands of the living God ;” 
for there is no more ſacrifice for fin,” 
after you have provoked the long-ſuffering 
of God to withdraw his grace, and leave 
you to yourſelves. Let your light therefore 
in future fo ſhine before your ſtill blind 
companions, that they may behold your good 
works, and by your example be led to glo- 


mea the Author of all goons; leſt, after 
having 
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having once eſcaped the wiles of Satan, 
you be led captive again at his will,” and 
ſo a © worſe thing come unto thee.” 

May God give his grace and bleſſing to 
what has been now ſaid, that we may all 
avoid in time the terrors of eternity. 


Now to God the Father, &c. 
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A CLUB SERMON. 
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Pecuniam ad eam rem dare, contribuere, ſolvere jubeant. 
Cic. 


Hee res et jungit, junctos et ſervat amicos. Hos. . 
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SERMON 


Be ye kindly offetioned one to another with i 


brotherly love. 


HES E words, which you will find 
| at the beginning of the tenth verſe 
of the twelfth chapter of Saint Paul's Epiſtle 
to the Romans, are, I think, applicable to 
the nature of the ſociety which you are 
here aſſembled to celebrate this day: 
leaſt, from what I.can gather of the fo" 
of it, they are as proper as any I could have 
choſen for the purpoſe. If your ſociety is 
founded in a pure ſenſe of the words of the 
text, and that your intentions and actions 
agree with your preſent outward appearance 
of good order, moſt undoubtedly a pleaſing 
ſatisfaction will ariſe in your hearts on this 
occaſion; you will deſerve the praiſe of all 
preſent, and indeed of all who, hearing of 
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ſo benevolent an inſtitution, muſt naturally 
rejoice at the good conſequences n 
from it. 

It cannot be expected that I ſhould offer 
any thing very new upon ſuch a ſubject; 
however, I have thrown together a few ob- 
vious thoughts upon it, which, if neither 
ſo pertinent or correct as I could wiſh, the 
thortneſs of the time I have had to prepare 
a diſcourſe muſt be my apology, having ſo 
very lately underſtood that it was a charge 
incumbent upon me, | 

I ſhall begin with 8 W is too 
often the caſe of the generality who attend 
theſe kind of ſermons, that the love of no- 
velty is their leading motive, hoping to 
hear ſomething out of the common way, 
and not attending to the only good end of 
all pulpit oratory, which ought to be to 
amend, by affecting the heart more than 
by pleaſing the ear, or amuſing the fancy. 
They give their preſence here as a thing of 
courſe, without which reſpe& they think 
their annual ceremony would not appear 
perfect; and the ſermon, with ſuch as theſe, 
is thought a part of the day's duty, no more 
to be Speed with than Fs 1166and, the 
4 Vs wand, 


foe 
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wand, the mufic, or the feaſt. Whereas it ought 
not ſo lightly to be conſidered ; it is not 4 
part only, but a principal part; fince here- 


by the inſtitution acquires additional credit, 
is made of real confequence, the intefitiort 
of it is properly explained and enforced, and 
the merit of private beneficehice ſet forth to 


public view, and recommended as an exdimr- 
ple to others. Wherefore, before I proceed 
_—_ enlarge upon the ſenſe of the ot; hays 
ing given you my honeſt ſentiments thus 
far, as to the neceſſity of a ſerious atten- 
tion to this portion of the day's buſineſs, it 
may not be altogether foreign to the pur- 
poſe to make a few obſervations upon the 
ptogreſs of ſociety in general, with a more 
immediate view to the defign of your infti< 

tution, as it is founded in wiſdom and units 

verſal benevolence. 

Mia is truly faid to be a ſocial creature, his 
very formation declares it, and the various 
powers and diſpoſitions of his mind confirm 
it. Had he been deſigned for a life of ſoli- 
tude, reafon, and ſpeech eſpecially, would 
have been but of little uſe to him ; all the 
kindred affections would have been beſtowed 
upon him in vain ; for, wrapt up in himſelf, 
| K 4 | the 


[| 
_— :; 
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the objects about him would not appear 
worthy of his notice or aſſiſtance. Had 
man been placed in ſuch a ſtate of inactivity, 
he muſt have been reckoned at leaſt the 
loweſt of the intellectual creation, if not 
quite unworthy the production of ſo wiſe 
and excellent a Creator. His inactive ſoul 
might have been ſaid to ſleep; and, in truth, 
a being of ſo ſolitary a caſt, bent only on 
his own preſervation and enjoyment, might 
more properly have been ſaid, like the brute 
creation, to poſſeſs no ſoul at all. 

In proceſs of time, when by degrees the 
numbers of mankind increaſed ; and by the 
yarious ingenuity af n the arts and 
ſciences began to dawn, and from experience 
and encouragement to adyance towards per- 
fection— ambition, with its offspring, war; 

pleaſure, with indolence and luxury, her 
companions, crept in likewiſe; at firſt ſo 
gently, as ſcarce to be diſtinguiſhed from 
laudable emulation and needful recreation, 
and thus unnoticed eſcaped the bounds of 
due reſtriction. At length, conqueſt in ma- 
ny parts inflaming and upholding theſe per- 
nicious ingredients in the compoſition of 
human nature, laws and authority became 


meren | 


6 


neceſſary to moderate the growing calamity, 
and check diſorders which ſhortly would 
have reduced every thing to a ſtate of diſ- 
cord and confuſion; and rendered man's 
condition as deplorable and unhappy, as it 
would have proved uſeleſs and diffatisfac- 
tory, in a ſelfiſh inactivity. In ſhort, this 
evil would have reduced us to a level with 
the beaſts of the foreſt, the devourers of 
each other. 

At this. period, and i beyond it, we ſhall 
find the world in as flouriſhing a ſtate with 
regard to trade, arts, and ſociety, as proba- 
bly it will be: for though daily improve- 
ments are making in various articles of 
life, which wear the face of novelty with 
us, yet it is molt likely, had we lived ages 
back (and indeed we may form ſome judg- 
ment from what we read of them), we ſhould 
have ſeen many arts in high progreſs and 
fame, which in modern times put on the 
air of novelty ; and we ſhould have found 
that many were loſt, which were at leaſt 
equal in ingenuity and uſe to any with 
which we are now acquainted. This illuſ- 
trates the obſervation of Solomon in one 

ſenſe, 
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ſenſe, ** that there is nothing new under the 
un; and proves alſo, in ſome degree, 
that human invention, like the earth itſelf, 


may be truly ſaid to be wearing away. 
Certain however it is, if any former age 


ſurpaſſed the preſent in point of riches, lux- 


ury, or expence, no country ever equalled 
ours in reſpect of ſplendour, eaſe, and the 
various blandiſhments of life; a degree of 


ſuperiority which, under proper regulation, 


would be a Being; and the poor, who are 
neceſſarily employed in contributing to the 
comforts of the rich, and who from the 
number of their children have difficulty to 
earn a comfortable ſubſiſtence, or from in- 


firmities of years are reduced to want and 


miſery, might hope to reap conſtant benefit 
from the ſuperfluous proſperity “ of thoſe 
* who abound.” But, as it is too generally 


ſeen, through the pernicious example of the 


wealthy and powerful, the indolent and vo- 


laptuous, all claſſes of men ſeem to be de- 


generating both in manners and morals: 
the wealthy have too many of them nei- 
ther hearts to feel, or hands to give; the 


needy, from neceſſity of condition, and the 
univerſal 
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univerſal fluency of vice, are \ La aban- 
doned beyond precedent, and to a pitch of 
horror, 

Now the unequal 8 x” the good 
things of this life, which by the thought- 
leſs and profane are too often offered as ob- 
jections to the providence and wiſdom of 
God, may, if rightly conſidered, prove the 
means. of teaching us true knowledge, and 
of ſetting us right in great meaſure as to 
the extraordinary inequalities which ſeem to 
reign in the preſent diviſion of things: for 
they are by no means the moſt happy who 
have the moſt wealth; nor are they to be 
deemed the moſt wretched of mankind, who 
are placed in a ſtate of inferiority to, and 
dependence upon, the former. God: hath 
kindly beſtowed-upon the generality of men 
capacities and feelings according to the 
ſtate he hath pleaſed to place them in. Ma- 
ny wha are rich are eternally at war with 
their confciences, concerning the legality of 
the methods they have purſued to acquire 
this ſuperiority. Theſe wounding reflec- 
tions do not torment the poor; but, on the 
other hand, they are often miſerable on the 


compariton of their outward circumſtances, 
: without 
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without attending to the inward miſeries 
accompanying thoſe they envy: and they 
will not reflect that, though poor, true hap- 
pineſs is ever in their own reach ; that the 
method of obtaining 1t requires neither in- 
tereſt, wealth, or fine parts; that they may 
always poſſeſs enough of it to reliſh this life 
ſufficiently in their natural and humble ſta- 
tion, by contentment and induſtry, and re- 
ſignation to his will who knoweth what is 
| beſt for them. And, further, that if they 
would but conſider how aukward honours. 
would fit upon them (by the example they 
may apply of many upſtart characters of 
their own acquaintance), and how trouble- 
ſome and ill beſtowed great poſſeſſions would 
be without talents, education, manners, or 
connections to employ and adorn them 
properly, they would relinquiſh all vain 
thoughts which diſturb their preſent peace, 
and ſerve but to render them envious, reſt- 
leſs in themſelves, and ungrateful to him 
who provides for his creatures with the ut- 
moſt wiſdom and fatherly kindneſs. 

Theſe are obſervations, the truth of 
which, I am inclined to think, every one 
will admit, who contiders them with wi 


n 

degree of attention, and without partiality 
to his own ambitious views or licentious 
inclinations. I have likewiſe recited. facts 
which unhappily contribute to the uneaſi- 
neſs of the larger part of mankind; and, 
knowing them to be ſuch, I can but wiſh. 
they did not exiſt, next to which is the en- 
deavour to prevent them ; but they were 
alſo neceflary to be mentioned, as no im- 
proper cloſe of the brief and humble ſketch 
I have here attempted of the riſe and pro- 
greſs of ſociety. 

But, further, though it mould be allowed 
that this haſty picture I have drawn 1s a to- 
lerable repreſentation of the ſtate of man- 
kind in general, yet many exceptions doubt- 
leſs may be produced to it. Numerous 
(God be praiſed) are the inſtances of great 
and opulent perſons, who beſtow a large 
portion of their good things in this life to 
the comfort and relief of their fellow-crea« 
| tures. Many have acquired vaſt riches by 
great and glorious exploits, by dint of late 
and early induſtry, by ſome manly and vir- 
tuous achievement; and who employ them, 
as I before obſerved, to his glory who gave 


them, and with the additional ſatis faction 
of 
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of a good conſcience «quitting and applaud 
ing them. | 
Again—we may alſo find, upon enquity, 
many honeſt hearts. and induſtrious diſpoſi- 
tions among the merely laborious clafs of 
men; who, contented with their lot, do not 
envy thoſe above them, nor repine at their 
own ſituation ; who earn their daily ſubſiſt- 
ence not without long and painful labour, 
much leſs can they fupply the urgent neceſ- 
fities of a numerous family without arduous 
difficulty and care, Still, low as theſe are 
in life, as to temporal proſperity, they are 
highly worthy of imitation; they are in 
reality great characters, genuine phi loſo- 
phers, and the more deſerving of praiſe and 
encouragement, as being victorious over 
temptations and diſtreſſes of all kinds, often 
through the unfeeling treatment of thoſe in 
more elevated ſtations, who ſhould protect 
inſtead of oppreſſing them. Nature, and a 
kind heart, ſhine through all the clouts of 
poverty and obſcurity; you will find ſuch 
perſons ever attentive to the welfare and 
happmeſs of their children, moſt aſſiduous 
in their different employments, provident 
of their gains, frugal in their expences (if 
any 


. 
any they can allow themſelves after per- 
forming the duty of men and fathers), cour- 
teous to their ſuperiors, ſtrictly honeſt in 
their dealings, and exerting every means 
within the narrow compaſs of their capaci- 
ties and power, to ſpread happineſs around 
them, and to make life paſs tolerable and 
eaſy ; yet theſe are but men, and ſubje& to 
the frailties incident to us all. - Labour 
calls for relaxation, cares for amuſement ; 
they have a natural turn for ſociableneſs 
with the reſt of their ſpecies; but they em- 
ploy their hours of convivial paſtime to the 
| beſt gf purpoſes: at the ſame time that 

they relieve their minds from the anxiety 
naturally produced by toil and forecaſt, they 
do not forget the partners of their deſtined 
trial, or the innocent and engaging pledges 
of domeſtic tenderneſs, whoſe future benefit 
is the aim of their endeavours. Their mirth 
they render ſweeter by mingling it with 
pfudence and humanity ; and this enjoy= 
ment 1s. heightened by the pleaſing reflec- 
tion, „ that they are kindly affectioned one 
to another; that ** brotherly love” is 
the grand motive of all their meetings, an 
incitement to their contributions. —It was 
doubtleſs 


1 
1 
x 


. 


— — 3 = — = - \ - : 
— 44844 — — — — — =. — 
. 
T & as —£ 
2 8 — 9 N 1 


. —— is ee ns, 
8 * 

"2 Sz i 2 3 * act r 

© © > ma py oP ee 5 


8 3 
— 


= = = 
hy COL ͤ — 
" 5 
= ws s 1 7-4 + . 

7 - P a — 1 
9 . en EE 2 — E 

- —_ - L - — Rn. 
C — * - IE" id, * 2 ”Y 7 a 


1 —— 2 — — 
+» 


(am: } 


doubtleſs by Gil worthy, though humble 
characters, that the kind of ſociety you are 
now here aſſembled to celebrate was firſt 
invented. Men of this ſocial and benign 
nature, taking all occaſions and pretences of 
forming themſelves into thoſe little aſſem- 
blies, which are commonly termed clubs, 
eſtabliſhing themſelves into a kind of fra- 
ternity for the innocent amuſement of a few 
leiſure hours; at the ſame time, by a gene- 
ral contribution of a trifling ſum, not then 
felt, promoting a fund for the ſupport of 
individuals, or their families, Who ſhould 
ſuffer through accident, ſickneſs, or death. 
A rational, humane, and bountiful inſtitu- 
tion! thus blending the uſeful with the 
agreeable; worthy of imitation, of praiſe, 
and naturally neee to the beſt of | Pur. 
pales! - 

If I am rightly penal this i is the cha- 
racter of the ſociety you belong to, and that 
it is an annual cuſtom to celebrate it in this 
manner; and I hope I am not miſtaken: 
for to implore the aſſiſtance of Providence, 
unleſs in a good cauſe; or to frequent God's 
houſe, and ſolemnly approach his preſence, 


but upon a laudable account, would be the 
9 
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higheſt preſumption and impiety. Now 
if this deſcription of your ſociety, and the 
men belonging to it, be a true copy of your 
deſign, you have nothing to fear, but every 
thing to hope; for the darling command- 
ment of our bleſſed Saviour himſelf to us 
was, that we ſhould love one another:“ 
and the love of our brethren 1s a branch of 
the eternal law of nature, as well as the 
principal aim of religion ; and you cannot 
ſhew it better than by providing for their 
neceſſities, and contributing to their com- 
fort. To be kindly affectioned is the very 
purity of a Chriſtian : it is a diſpoſition 
that muſt occaſion a perpetual fountain of 
peace and joy in his own mind, and endear 
him to all mankind by the ſtrongeſt ties of 
gratitude and friendſhip. If we were but 
more attentive to this precept of the apoſtle, 
we ſhould all paſs our time, whilſt upon the 
hazardous or vexatious journey through life, 
with tranquillity and inward conſolation, at 
leaſt; and ſhould not fail of ſecuring to 
ourſelves a place of reſt, where no cares can 
intrude to moleſt us, or adverſity break in 
upon our peace. : 
How charming the refle&tion, that when 
Vor. I I, L our 
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our day of trial is paſt, we ſhall experience, 
among the many joys of a ſtate of never- 
ceaſing happineſs, the congratulations. and 
applauſes of thoſe exalted and exulting ob- 
Jes, whole troubles we ſoftened when be- 
low, and whoſe wounds we healed by the 
balſam of our benevolence ! Perſiſt then, 
my brethren, in brotherly love; and be aſ- 
ſured that, of all human virtues, it 1s the 
molt likely to procure you a ſafe and pure 
conſcience. Whilſt in the body, it will cer- 
tainly afford you the warmeſt ſatisfaction in 
practice; and prove, through the efficacious 
merits of your bleſſed Saviour, one of the 
firſt qualifications for your admittance into 
the kingdom of heaven: of which great 

truth we have his own hana PURE 
tions. 
Deficient as I am ſenſible I have 1 in 
my humble endeavours for your eſſential 
ſervice this day, which have nothing but 
good-will to recommend them, yet I have 
unwarily extended my diſcourſe beyond its 
uſual limits; I will not therefore treſpaſs 

much longer upon your time at preſent : 
and yet 1 cannot diſmiſs you without a 
caution and exhortation becoming me, in the 
character 
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character of your friend, but more particu- 
larly as your miniſter. 

I might perhaps have made the obſerva- 
tion in another part of the diſcourſe with 
more propriety; but the precept and good 
intention are not in the leaſt diminiſhed in 

value by that omiſſion. Let all things 
„ebe done decently and in order,” faith St. 
Paul: a wife and wholeſome advice; and 
very neceſſary for your obſervation on this 
occaſion, both for example, and for the ſake 
of your own conſcience indeed for the ho- 
nour and credit of your ſociety. Without 
regard to this rule nothing can be carried 
on with decency, or anſwer any good pur- 
poſe. It is inconfiſtent with the very nature 
of the inſtitution to act otherwiſe. To give 
way to riot and confuſion, would be the 
heavieſt diſgrace to you; it would give oc- 
caſion to the world to ridicule, nay. to cen- 
ſure, your ſociety; and to ſet you down as 
the moſt thoughtleſs creatures, who could 
appear in the greateſt order and regularity 
in the houſe of your Creator, to offer up 
your beſt thanks for: his former benefits, 
and to implore his future providence and 
tavour 3 undertakings; and who in 


1 the 
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the ſpace of a few hours could be ſeen gu 
of ſuch raſh forgetfulneſs, by the moſt care- 
leſs debauchery, and ſcandalous diſorder, 
profaning that ſacred name which you fo 
=, addreſſed upon your knees, and mak- 
ſo unkind, fo ungrateful a return for 
al his benefits and bleſſings. Such a con- 
duct as this, I am well aſſured, you will all 
wiſh to avoid; nor hardly, I hope, can there 
be found one (in a ſociety whoſe plan hath 
every rational, moral, and religious argu- 
ment to recommend it) that does not now 
in his own mind hold ſo inſenſible a beha- 
viour in its deſerved contempt; nor, in 
truth, could any one acting in ſo unbecom- 
ing a manner have the aſſurance or folly to 
ſuppoſe that his contributions would be ac- 
cepted, or proſper. Men who have earneſt- 
ly a good deſign in view, cannot, dare not 
act ſo unworthily and inconſiſtently. 
How galling, how ridiculous would be 
the jreport ! and what ſhame muſt fall on 
him who was the occaſion that any one of 
your members ſhould ſo ſoon deſerve the 
notice of the magiſtrates, in ts ates of 
bis diflolute behaviour ! 


I have too good an opinion of all I know 
_—_ 


1 
among you, to ſuſpect fo ill of you; and I 
wiſh ſo ſincerely all ſucceſs to your under- 
takings, that I hope you will not deceive 
me in my favourable conjectures: nay, the 
admonition, I can believe, is almoſt needleſs; 
but as from experience I have frequently 
known the reputation of a whole body ſuffer 
through the delinquency of one, my regard 
for your intereſt and good name has made 
me thus free in my exhortations and cau- 
tion; and naturally induces me to add a 
ſhort remark or two on the moſt dangerous 
and depraving of all vices to which men 
are ſubjet—drunkenneſs, the too frequent 
companion, but ultimate foe to laudable 
conviviality. It is a vice rarely ſubdued 
when once become habitual, becauſe no faults 
are ſo incurable as thoſe men are apt to de- 
light in. And yet it is moſt ſurpriſing, 
that the nobleſt of God's creatures here be- 
low ſhould affect ſo deteſtable a habit; for a 
drunken man becomes the moſt inſufferable 
and contemptible wretch that can be found 
on earth. No character appears more de- 
ſpicable and deformed in the eyes of the 
temperate (not to ſay thinking) man, than 
the drunkard : and this reminds me of a 
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ſtory I have read of ſome great perſon of 
antiquity, who obſcured all his other virtues 


(for many of which he was renowned), 
even the glory of valour itſelf, by the fingle 
vice of drinking to exceſs. So that, in a de- 
feat he finally met with from the enemy, 


having hanged himſelf on a tree through 


vexation of being routed, when his army 
ſaw him in this melancholy ſituation, al- 


though he had behaved himſelf moſt gal- 


lantly in the action, the common jeſt of all 
was this—that what they ſaw thus hanging 
in the air was not a man, but a bottle: a 
remark which, although moſt certainly it 
has ſomething ludicrous in it, yet cannot 
fail to have its due effect in application: 
and the obvious concluſion is, that if Hea- 
thens could ſee and reprobate the diſgrace 
of ſuch a habit, how much more power- 
fully ſhould it influence Chriſtians to a“ 
from it! 

An exceſs in this paſſion has the 3 
fatal effects upon the mind, the body, and 
the fortunes of men; it turns the good- 


natured man into an idiot, and the choleric 


into a murderer. Exceſs of liquor diſpoſ- 


ſeſſes a man of his beſt powers, and infuſes 
qualities 


( 368 I 
qualities into the mind which it wasaſtranget 
to before : whence comes one of the ſtrongeſt 
 fayings of a Roman hiſtorian, © He who 
i jeſts upon a man that is drunk, injures 
„the abſent.” Beſides the bad effects of 
this vice over the mind, when it is actually 
under its dominion, it inſenſibly weakens 
the underſtanding, impairs the memory, and 
renders in time thoſe other faults habitual, 
which are the conſequence of intoxication. 

If we refle& that the many kind and be- 
neficial actions a man has done in his life, 
the many great exploits he has achieved by 
reſolution and addreſs, and every good qua- 
lity he might have excelled in, are all ob- 
{cured by the recollection that he was a ſot, 
and conſequently a ſlave to his greateſt ene- 
my, to the baſeſt of his enjoyments— this 
reflection alone muſt ſurely ſufficiently alarm 
us, and guard againſt giving any encourage- 
ment to hard drinking. 

After all, I would not have you infer, 
from any thing I have faid, that I think 
good cheer and decent mirth either impro- 
per or unbecoming upon this occaſion ; on 
the contrary, I hold it a part of your, anni- 

verſary, as laudable as neceſſary: nothing 
LE 4 can 
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can be more unexceptionable, than that you 
ſhould enjoy yourſelves at ſuch a meeting, 
„The liberal ſoul,” ſays Solomon, ** re- 
“ joiceth in its own deeds;“ nor can our 
Joy be too great, when it flows from a truly 
good purpoſe. But prudent maderation will 
at the ſame time contribute to your happi- 
neſs: and it was a ſaying of one of the 
moſt ſocial men living, that exceſs was the 
ruin of all merriment; and he whoſe glory 
conſiſts in the diſplaying the powers of his 
head, was in general the dulleſt and moſt 
unpleaſant fellow in company. 

Mirth, good humour, and beneyolence, 
are near akin; and very proper companions, 
or rather conſtituents, of feſtivity; but re- 
member, they always diſappear at the ap- 
proach of exceſs and riot. Depend upon it, 
the latter are thorough hypocrites : for ſome 
time they may deceive, under the appearance 
of the former gueſts; but ultimatcly anger, 
revenge, and ſtrife, come forth, and nothing 
remains of that decorum ſo requiſite to the 
preſervation of true joy. I am allo well 
aware that it is no eaſy thing with many 
to keep the balance between a reaſonable 

jollity, and unbounded exceſs; the hearts 


of 


6 


of ſome men are in this reſpect better than 
their heads: the beſt reſolution is iuiſenſibly 
exchanged for folly, when attacked at once 
by a vivacity of temper, and an open gene- 
rous heart; by the general example of thoſe 
whom we love, enliſted in one common 
cauſe; and by flattering importunity pre- 
vailing over an eaſy diſpoſition. - But the 
fleeteſt &urſer may be ſtopt through care 
and ſteadineſs; and if you find but little 
power in artificial methods to prote& you 
ander temptation, and to ſupport your lau- 
dable reſolution, avail yourſelves of a more 
powerful, of an infallible principle—religious 
reſtraint. Let the fear of finning check the 
deſire of too much indulgence. Keep in 
mind the end of your appearing here this 
day, and the advice of the apoſtle, ** What- 
ever ye eat, or whatever ye drink, do all 
* to the glory of God;” and I am well 
perſuaded you will act like men and like 
Chriſtians, and reflect honour on your fra- 
ternity, 
Finally, my brethren, “ be kindly affec- 
*« tioned one to another: “ and ſo you will 
prove yourſelves to be, if you preſerve peace 
and harmony amongſt you: and if you 
5 „5 cheriſh 


en 


cheriſh the remaining part of the text, the 
„ continuance in brotherly love,“ there will 
be no fear of your giving way to anger and 

excels. l 

I ſhall now conclude, and lait you in 
the words of the ſame apoſtle, 3 in the thir- 
teenth verſe of the next chapter : 

Let us walk honeſtly, as in the day; 
not in rioting and drunkenneſs, not in 
& chambering and wantonneſs; but put you 
„on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and make not 
„ proviſion for the fleſh, to fulfil the luſts 
thereof.“ 


Now, &c. os ? 
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SERMON VII. 


A grateful ſenſe of God's mercies, the teſt of a 
Sincere reliance on him, and productive of 
caution in our general behaviour. 


Quem vero aſtrorum ordines, quem dierum noctiumque 
viciſſitudines, quem menſium temperatio, quemque ea quz 
gignuntur nobis ad fruendum, non gratum eſſe cogant—hunc 
hominem omnino numerare qui decet? | 
| Cic. DE LEOIB, 


Quid prius dicam ſolitis Parentis 

Laudibus; qui res hominum ac deorum, 

Qui mare et terras variiſque mundum 
Temperat horis? 

Unde nil majus generatur ipſo, 

Nec viget quidquam ſimile aut ſecundum, 
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IWhoſo offereth me thanks and praiſe, he 
honoureth me; and to him that ordereth 
his converſation aright will I ſhew the 


ſalvation of God. 


HERE is nothing can ſtrike us as 
more becoming, than that God's 
mercies ſhould move us to pleaſe him. 
We have a declaration here, as from him- 
ſelf, of the value he ſets upon our grateful 
acknowledgments of his bounty. He rates 
it ſo very high, you ſee, as to ſtyle it 
„doing him honour' -a moſt engaging 
inducement, ſingly, to pay him the juſt tri- 
bute of thanks and praiſe,” and to excite 
a due ſenſe of his favours in thoſe who 
may have been hitherto blind to the ways 
of his providence; or ſo ignorant of the 
wiſe and juſt government of the Supreme 


Ws: as to place their good ſucceſs in 
life 


FEE 


„ 
life wwho/ly to their own foreſight and in- 


duſtry ; or their misfortunes to the oppo- 
ſition of their enemies, or neglect of their 
friends alone. This is not conſidering things 
in a religious point of view: it is excluding 
the grace of reſignation; and loſing ſight of 
the chief object of our regard, the accom- 
pliſhment of our eternal intereſts, which 
may be effected perhaps, in God's gracious 
mercy, by the very means which are moſt 
irkſome for us to ſubmit to at preſent; at 
the fame time that the unjuſt neglect of 
others towards us, is 20 /e{s excufable on this 
account, but helps to fill up the meaſure of 
their delinquencies, in abuſing the means 
and objects afforded them to exerciſe their 
virtue. In ſhort, we are too apt to con- 
centre all our good in the profperity and 
happineſs of this life, not conſidering that 
ſuffering and ſubmiſfion compole a valuable 
preparation for a better, 

The words of the text include two ac 
abſolutely incumbent upon us to diſcharge 
with the utmoſt exactneſs; viz. gratitude 
and an «upright converſation. 0 

1 ſhall do my endeavour to convince 
you, therefore, of the intrinſic value of the 
LT. former, 
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former, 5 the deteſtable n of its 
oppoſite vice: I ſhall alſo explain the ſenſe in 
which the latter ſhould be received, the ne- 
ceſſity of it, and the greatneſs of the reward 
annexed to it. 

As to the firſt, perhaps I may more 
forcibly inculcate the obligation upon us of 
rendering a grateful return to our Maker 
for all his mercies, by repreſenting the 
baſeneſs of a contrary deportment ; though 
it is almoſt needleſs to dwell long upon 
the fin of ingratitude, 1 it being ſo very hate- 
ful wherever it appears. 

That it is the offspring of pride and pre- 
ſumption, we may learn from the firſt foul 
inſtance of it, and the fatal effects it pro- 
duced in the apoſtacy and fall of Satan, who 
is ſtill the inſtigator of it in every mind 
that bath yielded to its dominion. It is 
the true characteriſtic of a deviliſh nature, 
which 1s ever ſet upon the malicious and 
revengeful deſire of diſhonouring the Al- 
mighty; for to entice creatures who de- 
rive their very exiſtence, and every proſpect 
of happineſs, from God, to ſlight his good- 
neſs, and rebel againſt his power, is a work 


that 
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that can ouly proceed from the F ather of all 
wickedneſs, 


To convey a faint idea of this abomina - 


ble ſin, let us ſuppoſe, for inſtance, the 


caſe of a fellow- creature: ſome unprotected 
orphan will ſuit our purpoſe; whom, from 
a principle of charity, we have trained from 
the earlieſt infancy, and afforded every part 


of uſeful education, to guard the object from 


the temptations and dangers of an evil world: 


moreover, that we have furniſhed the means 


of a comfortable ſubſiſtence in the paſſage 
through it. Now if, contrary to our beſt 
precaution, theſe friendly endeavours ſhould 
be fruſtrated; if the moral conduct and 
worldly ſucceſs of the party ſhould be af- 
fected by a vicious and untoward diſpo- 
ſition—if, from ſympathizing concern for 
the weakneſs of human nature, we ſhould 
yet be led to enforce advice and exhorta- 
tion, and renew our beſt aſſiſtance for the 
recovery and future welfare of the deluded, 
thoughtleſs creature; and if, after all, our 
kind and repeated remonſtrances ſhould be 
deſpiſed, and inſtead of reformation we 
ſhould diſcover that we had been even 


 evronged by the very perſon we had thus 


foſtered, 


(16) 


a, 


foſtered, - and ſtrove to ſave in ſhort, to 
crown the depravity of the human heart, 
if we ſhould find that even our own cha- 
racer had been ;zreacherouſly abuſed, and our 


generous deſigns moſt groſsly miinterpreted— 
what title could we affix to ſuch unmerited 


uſage, but the blackeſt ingratitude * ? How 
readily would every one exclaim againſt 
the unworthineſs of ſuch a. wretch, and 
decline all further notice of the offender, 
but what his complicated treſpaſſes de- 
manded ! The application 1 is too obvious; 
tit is our on caſe, in our reſpective conduct 
towards our heavenly Benefactor. Thou 
« .art the man,“ muſt ſpeak conviction to 
every conſcience ; and though the com- 
pariſon i 18 miſerably deficient in the deſcrip- 
tion of our delinquency towards God, con- 
ſidering his tender mercies (for in pro- 
portion as his power and goodneſs exceed 
our weakneſs and imperfect virtue, ſo far 
doth what he hath done for us ſurpaſs; our 
| utmoſt benevolence towards each other), it 
may yet ſerve as an humble effort, plainly 
to demonſtrate the weight of our demerit, | 
and bring home to us an eee Ring 
of ſelf reproach... „ een 
Vor. I. N my That 
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That we ſtand indebted to him for our 
being, ought alone to exact a life of obedi- 
ence; becauſe, from that act of his divine 
good will, we enjoy the glorious opportu- 
nity of fitting ourſelves for Heaven, of be- 
coming the ſons of God, and of Heisgel in 
unſpeakable happineſs for ever. But that 
the argument in favour of gratitude to our 
Maker may want no plea to recommend 
it, let us take into conſideration the various 
circumſtances of our temporal concerns; 
and direct the force of it to that ſenſibility, 
which ſelf-love renders ſo predominant in in a 
depraved and dependent ſtarreee. 
Let any of us but draw a ſhort and fav 
etch of that part of his journey through 
Tife, which is diſtinguiſhed by the more 
intereſting events ; and, if he has juſt no- 
tions of the God Who made him, he will 
freely acknowledge the manifold mercies 
he has received: and, if any regard is paid 
to the provocation of our continual perverſe- 
neſs and miſconduct, the bounty and be- 
coming gratitude rk he an en en- 
. W 7 
paſs over his Kaiken protection 
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fancy and childhood (“é for through him 
have we been holden up ſince we were 
born“), and the ſafety we owe to his 
preventing care, when the attention of 
earthly parents and friends hath been neceſ- 
farily interrupted; or withdrawn ; we muſt 
own that the advantages of birth, educa- 
tion, agreeable ſituation, fortune, health, 
and every comfort we enjoy, all proceed 
from his inexhaſtible beneficence ; that, if 
we miſemploy and abuſe theſs valuable | 
gifts of Heaven, it by no means diminiſhes 
the praiſe and thanks due to the author of 
them, but affords accumulated Proofs of our 
depravity and ingratitude. | Oh 
Nor have they, who are more kumbly 
circumſtanced—no, not the very ' pooreſt 
of all-—leſs cauſe to bleſs and adore God's 
holy name, and to confeſs that they are con- 
tinually defended under the ſhadow” of his 
wings: for though, in the depths of his 
unerring wiſdom, he has pleaſed to permit 
an inequality among mankind, for the 
perfecting of deſigns beyond the reach of 
our narrow enquiry ; yet to all he hath 
diſpenſed bleſſings ſuitable to their ſitua- 
n o which all equally partake, as health, 
[ M 2 | and 


Ly 
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ITY ſtrength, and ſenſes, and reaſon: all 
may obtain a ſufficient degree of happineſs. 
proportionate to the rank and condition 
| allotted them, and none have juſt reaſon to 
complain. If, through the imperfection of 


- this ſtate, ſuns are ſucceſsful, and others 


unhappy, we ſhall find it often flowing, 
from their own demerit of ſome kind or 
other: and where misfortune. wears a ſurer 


mark of vj/itation from above, even in cor- 
rection a conſolatory hope ariſeth; it is the 


chaſtiſement of the beſt of fathers, for our 


eſſential good; we muſt thankfully ſubmit, 


in humble recollection that whom the 
& Lord loveth he chaſtiſeth, and correcteth 


«every ſon whom he receiveth.“ 


But from how many difficulties muſt all 
5 of mortals remember to have been 


delivered at one time or other! From what 


imminent dangers have many of us been 
preſerved, when our own ſtrength and in- 


genuity have failed, and God's gracious 
interpoſition befriended us beyond our 
hope, in the happy turn of ſome event 
which. we neither , foreſaw, or could ima- 
gine! From how. many 38 perils 
have we been reſeued by the ſame almighty 


IP a power, 


#--: 
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power, who never ceaſeth guarding and 
providing for his creatures! And this doubt- 
leſs will compoſe a part of our future joy 
and grateful praiſe, when the wonders of 
his providence, and the glories of his king- 
dom, ſhall be revealed. 

Who 1s it that hath ſo often ke ME all 
„ our bed in our ſickneſs, when the terrors 
&« of death have ſet themſelves in array 
about us?“ Have we not all had many 
. occaſions of ſaying with the royal Pſalmiſt, 
* If the Lord had not helped me, it had 
e not failed but my ſoul had been put to 
* filence. But when I ſaid my foot hath 
« ſlipped, thy mercy, O Lord, hath helped 
„ me up. In the multitude of the ſor- 
„ rows that I had in my heart, thy com- 
e forts have refreſhed me.” 

Should not the daily and manifold proofs 
of ſuch great bleſſings engage us further to 
join the Pſalmiſt in this pious wiſh—** O 
«© that men would therefore praiſe the 
% Lord for his goodneſs, and declare tl e 
„ wonders he doth for the children of men! 
Does it not behove us to offer unto him 
„the ſacrifice of thankſgiving, and to tell 
out his works with gladneſs ? Since, 
M ' when 


. 
„ when we cry unto the Lord in our trou- 
& ble, he delivereth us out of our dil. | 
IS. | 

Since, then, to fathom che riches of God's 
mercies, in the caſe of his unworthy ſer- 
vants, is out of the power of our confined 
knowledge ; ; and that, even with the pureſt | 
inclination, we could never enumerate the 
hourly benefits we receive ; there is ſtill a 
poſitive obligation upon us to exalt his 
holy name, according to our beſt abilities, 
however we may fall ſhort of perfection! in 
the attempt. 

Now there is one exertion of his love 
towards us, which, as it far tranſcends every 
other gift 4s in its excellence and du- 
ration, demands a ſtill larger ſhare of thanks 
and praiſe; viz. the redemption of our 
ſouls, and the promiſe of endleſs felicity. 
Though the captivating charms of wealth 
and power, and the humiliating ſenſe of 
want and dependence, may raiſe (upon the 
compariſon) a murmur of diſcontent in 
many 3 though the bleſſings of uninter- 
rupted health and proſperity, which ſome 
enjoy, may occaſionally provoke the impa- 
tience of thoſe who grieye, languiſh, and 
| pine 


(7 


pine under pain, through ſickneſs or miſ- 
fortunes; and though even the ſtate of thoſe 
who labour under the conſciouſneſs. of ſin, 


that foreft calamity of all, doth almoſt ex- 


ceed deſcription— ſtill it is mighty conſo- 
lation, under the very worſt of ſufferings, 
that the free gift of God's grace is equally 
held out to all orders of mankind; that 
« the rich and the poor ſhall meet together, 
becauſe the Lord is the maker of them 
all ;“ that the time ſhall come when 
64 all tears ſhall be wiped from their eyes;” 
that . the poor, have the goſpel preached 
„ unto them, which has brought Fig and 
« immortality to light:“ and, to the un- 
paralleled comfort of the laſt ſad deſcription 
of ſufferers, our Saviour invites all that 
are weary. and heavy laden. (with their 
$4 ſins) to come unto han, and he will 
„ give them reſt,” _ 

Surely for this 3 token of God's 
love, and the gracious means of. ſecuring 
our hope of glory, we can never abundantly 
praiſe him here; time is inſufficient for the 
talk, it muſt be the employment of eter- 
nity. But if we are called upon to offer 


4 him thanks and praiſe” for the ordinary 
M4 diſtributions 
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diſtributions of his benevolence, and in this 
humble tribute we are ſaid to honour 
% him;” how muſt our unworthineſs be 
aggravated in a remiſſneſs to record ſo vaſt 
a blefling ! what rafhneſs and folly do we 


teſtify in trifling with ſuch precious op- 
Portunities! Surely. the enormity | of the 


ingratitude riſes in proportion to the — 


nitude of the bleſſing. 

J have dwelt with ſome earneſtneſs upon 
this great deficiency in our conduct, Was 
it is impoſſible to expreſs too ſtrenply: the 
remorſe we ought to take to ourſelves, when 
we reflect upon the univerſal and ſhameful 
negle& in this particular. It is a truth 
that cannot be diſputed, that even from this 
ſacred place, peculiarly appropriated to the 
reſounding God's praiſe, this moſt cele- 
brated act of it is ſtrangely diſregarded 
by many. The ſacrifice of the death of 


Chriſt, the benefits intended us thereby, 


the abſolute neceſſity of his interceflion to 
procure us the aſſiſtance of the holy ſpirit, 
are doctrines too ſeldom inſiſted upon in theſe 
days; they give way to cold unprofitable 
eſſays upon the beauty of moral virtue, the 
Unedifying 9 n the firmneſs of 

things, 


Wer. >. 


jhings, or at beſt the boaſted value of mere 


pbariſaical pretenfions. . We abſurdly la- 
bour after the poſſeſſion of an ideal perfec- 
tion, without ever uſing the only effectual 
means of obtaining any real virtue. The 
regenerating influence of the Redeemer 


upon the ſoul, is rallied as a doctrine bor- 


dering upon wildneſs. F the outfide appears 
clean, no matter how foul we are within. 
With continual experience of our own weak- 


neſs, corruption, and incapacity to improve, 


we are ſtill for doing all ourſelves, though 
we ſcarce move one ſtep in the taſk ; and 
will not apply to him who alone can give 
us life, and qualify. our unprofitable works. 

Excepting in our excellent liturgy, which 
abounds in every collect, in every line al- 
moſt, with the unparalleled love of our 
Saviour, and the expediency of our ſole 
reliance on his mediation and aid; I might 
with ſafety deplore how ſeldom the name 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and the genuine ſpirit of his 
doctrine, are ab upon the multitude, and 
made the principle ſubject of pulpit oratory; 
how little is ſaid of the merit of his atone- 
ment, and his being a principle of life to 


Saint 


Fd 


80 * as the Corinthians ſaid to 


(9 


Saint Paul < that they * not whether 
there was an Holy Ghoſt,” I much fear 
whether many of our uneducated brethren 
might not as truly ſay, that they too, ſel- 
dom hear of Jeſus Chriſt, at leaſt that they 
are wholly ignorant of their true relation 19 
bim that he is the Saviour of the world, 
who died to make them heirs of eternal life; 
to raiſe the very pooreſt of them, if not 
their own faults, from their preſent ſtate of 

temporal inſignificancy, to the moſt glo- 

i rious enjoyment. in Heaven, where even 

= kings and earthly potentates may hereafter 


envy their felicity, without the poſhbility 
of attaining to it. The. too general defi- 
= ciency of this eſſential ſubject in our diſ- 
Y courſes, gave riſe to an obſervation, from 


F a truly pious perſon, ** that he always re- 
I! „ joiced at the return of ſome particular 
„ „1 feſtivals, eſpecially ſuch as fell upon the 
It Lord's day, becauſe then he heard the 
= * name, and ſufferings, and merits of his 
1 | 99 

5 « Saviour duly celebrated. 15 

* Wbereas, ſo depraved are the manners 


— 
Funk 


| of the preſent times, that faſhion is ſuffered 
| to tyrannize even over the religion of the 
goſpel, which muſt remain as unalterable 
. - EE”: Fro 
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8 God himself: for i b e 


onable and irkſome, inſtead of laudable and 
conſolatory, to dwell upon the benefits of 


our redemption; and to inſiſt upon the 


neceſſity of a ſaving grace through Chriſt, 


is as ignorantly as profanely conſtrued by 


many into a violent tendency towards en- 


thuſiaſm. Nay, to have the regular cha- 


racter of preaching the goſpel, is even become 
a term of reproach againſt thoſe who are 


page appointed for no other purpoſe, 


and who boaſt of being the miniſters of its 
bleſſed author, who came into the world to 
publiſh theſe glad tidings of peace, and to die 
for the eſtabliſhment of the heavenly docs 


trine it contains. 


But what are we to preach, if the means 


and terms of our ſalvation are to be rejected: ? 
We may well therefore affirm of this in- 
diſpenſable duty, what Saint Paul advances, 
+ Though we preach the goſpel, we have 


„nothing to glory of. For neceſſity is 


* laid upon us, yea, woe is unto us if we 


* preach not the goſpel.” Whereas, fo 


inconſiſtent and falſe is the judgment of 


ſome of its nominal diſciples and teachers, 
that they beſtow this valuable compliment 
| of 
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of a goſpel preacher upon every ignorant, 
low, and unqualified profeſſor, who has 
aſſurance to intrude upon the facred func- 
tion, and boldly perplex (I had nearly ſaid 
profane) the doQtiines and language of the 
inſpired writings ; while the eſtabliſhed and 
faithful miniſter of the myſteries of our 
holy religion is groſsly diſhonoured by fo 
injurious a compariſon ; and which fulfils 
the prediction of our bleſſed Lord, that zeal 
for the honour of his name would- prove 
the road for perſecution here. But this let 
us account our triumph, ſince aſſuredly it 
will ſecure eternal glory in the life to 
come. | 

As miniſters of Chriſt's ai then, we 
are bound to defend the abſolute neceſs 
ſity of forcibly declaring to thoſe under our 
charge, the only terms of ſalvation from fin 
and death; but at the ſame time we muſt 
ever keep in view that awful reſpe& that 
is due to thoſe ſerious doctrines. The 
apoſtle adviſes *<* all things to be done with 
% decency and order:“ and, without due at- 
tention to both theſe articles, the moſt ſo- 
lemn exhortations may fall ſhort of their de- 


ſired effect; nay, may even tend to the 
4 diſhonour 


„ 


diſhonour af religion itſelf, as intimated in 
the above deſcription of irregular. teachers. 


In a ſtated and eſtabliſhed congregation, 


there are authority and opportunity to rebuke 
any appearance of irreverence and impro- 
priety, and the means are at haud to pre- 
ſerve due decorum: but in fields, and trees, 
and public ways, the brutal licentiouſneſs 
of an abandoned and thoughtleſs rabble is 
difficult to be reſtrained: and that ſacred 
name, which the whole hoſt of Heaven 


| adores, and the ſaving doctrines it ſanctifies, 


are expoſed to the moſt ſcandalous profa- 
nation, and  unworthily . diſgraced, by the 
judicious exertions of weak and illiterate 
perſons, nay ſometimes diſordered. in their 
intellects. Thus are the ſpirit. of the holy 
goſpel, and the name of its bleſſed Slaps 
degraded by ſuch miſapplication of it; 

almoſt diſcarded in the performance of wh 
very worſhip, ſolely inſtituted to mags 
nify and commemorate the glorious title 
of our Saviour. So that truly might 
the Holy Jeſus expreſs, in prophetic ſpirits 
this ſorrowful apprehenſion, * whether 
* at his coming he ſhould find faith upon 
** the earth. 8 Though part of what 1 
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have now ſaid may appear ſomething di- 
greſſive to ſome, I would beg leave to ob- 
ſerve, that what tends to a decent and be- 
coming adoration of our Creator and Re- 
deemer, neceſſarily implies a grateful dili- 
gence ** to give thanks and praiſe” to the 
fountain of all good, for every article of his 
bounty.—!I ſhall now conclude what I have 
to ſay upon the ſubject at this time, by a 
brief recapitulation and diſtinction of the 
terms contained in the text. It may not 
be unſerviceable to our pious reſolutions, in 
this reſpect, to diſtinguiſh properly between 
our thanks, as an act of more private devo- 
tion, and the additional tribute of public 
praiſe; equally incumbent upon us to my 
form, and expected from us by God. | 
As the grateful heart then is not Latif; . 
fied with exprefling the warmeſt ſenſe of 
favours received from an earthly benefactor, 
but takes frequent occaſion, by continual 
 acknowledgments, and every poſſible return, 
to do juſtice to his patron's benevolence, by 
extolling his generoſity, and expatiating 
upon the value of his benefits; ſo we muſt 
not think we have acquitted ourſelves ſuf- 
RES by our ſecret and humble ſenſe of 
© 4 mercies 


4-084 3 
merciesreceived, or in private profeſſions only 
of the ſtricteſt regard to our future conduct; 
but we-muſt be loud in the praiſes of our 
heavenly - benefactor; we muſt declare 
„ his name to our brethren, in the midſt 
of the congregation muſt we praiſe him.” 


Since “ the very heavens" praiſe his won- 


% drous works, and his truth in the con- 

gregation of his ſaints, thus muſt we 
ever manifeſt his honour, and power, and 
mercy. And to our public thankſgiving in 


his houſe, we muſt be mindful eſpecially * 


unite that ſureſt and moſt acceptable teſt 
of our gratitude, the reformaiton” of our 
ways, by giving up! ourſelves to his ſervice, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives. 
Then we ſhall ſhew, and feel, ourſelves 
completely thankful for our creation, pre- 


ſervation, and all the bleſſings we enjoy: 
but, above all, for that ineſtimable benefit, 


the relemptien of our ſouls through Jeſus 


Chriſt our Lord. Our light will then 


© ſo neceſſarily ſhine before men, that they 
„ will ſee our good works, and glorify our 
„ Father who is in Heaven.“ We ſhall 
evince a ſubſtantial ſenſe of the love of our 
Saviour, and the advantages of his goſpel, 

ns when, 
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. 
when, by uſing the gracious means hie has 
procured us (and through faith in his name 
producing good works), we ſhall: know that 
we live through him; for every one that 
doth his will hath this promiſe, that 
* they ſhall know of the doctrine whether 
4 it be of God.“ We! ſhall no longer be 
aſhamed of being called in queſtion for 
profeſſing and teaching in the only name 
that can aſſure our ſalvation; ſince it is 
only by a faithful perſeverance in the du- 
ties of our calling that we can hope for 
any reward: for, when we diſcover ſo baſe 
an apoſtacy as to deſert the form preſcribed 
by Chriſt himſelf, we ſhalkjuſtly incur the 
ſevere denunciation of our offended Lord, 
Whoſoever ſhall be aſhamed of me and of 
„my words, in this adulterous and ſinful 
< generation, of him alſo ſhall the Son af 
&«& Man be aſhamed, when he cometh in 
% the glory: of his Father with his holy 
„ angels. An adherence: therefore to the 
only ſound form of preaching, as far as 

relates to a miniſter's public office, may be 
5 ene Ee, ordering his 
; l £ pe,  conver- 


-_ 


07 
66 converſation aright ;” which was the 
ſecond branch of the text I n to 
ſpeak to. 
But as time will not allow me at preſent 
to enter upon ſo important a ſubject, which 
requires a very full and clear diſcuſſion, I 


ſhall defer what I have further to add 
till we meet again. 
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SERMON VII. 


A grateful ſenſe of God's mercies the teſt of 8 
ſincere reliance on him, and productive of 


caution in our general behaviour. 


/ 


Haud ſcio an pietate adverſus Deos ſublatä, fides etiam, 
et ſocietas humani n et una excellentiſſima virtus juſti- 


Lia, tollatur. Cic . 

Neque enim n ita generati a natura ſumus, ut ad ludum jo- 
cumque facti videamur ; ſed ad ſeveritatem potius, et ad quz- 
dam ſtudia graviora atque majora. | Io. 
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7 50% offereth me thanks and praiſe, he ho- 


tion e os 2 14 


N my en diſcourſe upon the firſt 
diviſion of this text, I endeavoured to 
eſtabliſh a deep ſenſe of our continual obli- 
gation to ſhew the utmoſt gratitude towards 
God, both in public praiſe, no leſs than pri- 
vate thankſgiving, agreeable to the pious 
exultation of the Pſalmiſt Every day will 
< I give thanks unto thee, O Lord, and 
© praiſe thy name for ever and ever. As 
for me, I will be talking of thy worſhip, 


* works.” In theſe words we diſcover a 
grateful effuſion .of heart, from a perſonal 


DS lowing 
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noureth me; and to him a ordereth his 


converſation arigbt, with I fhew . | 


thy glory, thy praiſe, and wondrous 


ſenſe of the Divine favour; and in the fol- 
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lowing we may perceive the effect g. a pubs 
lic acknowledgment thereof—** So that men 
& ſhall ſpeak of the might of thy marvel- 


„ Jous acts, and I will alſo tell of thy great- 


% neſs; the memorial of thy abundant. 


© kindneſs ſhall be ſhewed, that man ſhall 


e fing of thy righteouſneſs” — that is, I will 


not be content to pay thee the tribute of 
private devotion ; but I will make thy mer 
cies known, that men, from my experience, 
may be diſpoſed to Oy in thy Gare, and 


do honour to thy name. 
I proceeded in the next place to deltribe 


to you. the infamy and danger of a peryerſe 


inſenſibility to thoſe daily benefits of which 


we all partake, particularly i in what relates 
to the enparalichs blefling of our immortal 
proſpects; ; and J enforced an unwearied at- 
tention to this bounden duty by ſuitable 


Exhortations, from the neceſſity of a refor- 


mation in this article, and the fatal conſe- 
quences of a "contrary deportment in the 
"denunciation of God through his Son, aud 


indeed from the natural order and propriety 


of things themſelves. I come now to con» 
| ſider the doctrine contained in the ſecond 


branch of my text, + viz. ** To him who or- 
s dereth 


( 183 ) 


cc Jereth: his converſation / aright, will 1 
«© ſhew the ſalvation of God and to ex- 
plain, as propoſed, the ſenſe in which the 
words may be uſefully received, the abſo- 
lute neceſſity of attending to them, and the 
value of the reward annexed to the perform- 
ance, by God himſel{—no leſs than 8 
life. 3.4675 
And firſt for the meaning of the e : 
Whether we take them in a merely literal 
and more confined ſenſe, or extend the ſpi- 
rit of them to the general tenor of our life, 
they will be found equally to concern us, 
as being indiſpenſable in all our tranſactions 
here, and poſitively beneficial ' in training 
and fitting us for a pure and perfect ſtate of 
enjoyment hereafter.” 

The fignification of the phraſe in the 
original is, * who diſpoſeth of his ways ;” 
that is, who forms his conduct by ſuch 
rules and maxims as may aſſure him a peace 
ful conſcience, and free him from the dread 
of any future evil conſequence; it includes 
the moſt cautious diſcharge of every duty 
of life; and, if we are faithful in th exer- 
ciſe of what it implies, we may ſafely ex- 
pet the favour and aid of him who deli- 
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vered the commandment, But it yo be 
very well underſtood, in a more limited 


ſenſe, to relate to our perſonal intercourſe 


and converſatipn; and, according to the 
manner of ſpeaking in our. language, this 
appears the plajneſt meaning of the words; 
for whaever 1s ſo eircumſpect as to order 
his converſation aright,” according to a 
ſtrict motal ſenſe, will be found to have 
made as great a progreſs in a life of inno- 
cence and practical piety, as eee this 
ſtate of imperfection will permit. 
But in order to demonſtrate the abſolute 
expediency, of obſerving this precept of the 


text, it may be mote convincing to have 


recourſe to Particulars, and illuſtrate the 
doctrine by the compariſon, of what we do, 
with what we cg bt to do; to convince you 
what is ordering your converſation aright,” 
by repreſenting ſome of the many, caſes 
wherein all ranks and orders of men tram 
greſs the precept : for which end I ſhall 

adopt the more literal meaning of the words 
at preſent, aud proceed to the examination 
of our pri pate intercourſe in fociety ; which, 
if tried by the text our Saviour gives us, 
will ſufficiently inform us whether we come 


- * # p 
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up to the profitable: idea of 4 ordering our 
converſation aright;ꝰ whether . our heart 
„be inclined to favour righteouſneſs,” and 
perfect true holineſs in the fear of our 
© Lord,” For he ſays that out of the 

heart proceedeth evil thoughts, which 
5 defile the man; and that of the abun- 
« dance of the heart the mouth ſpeaketh ;" 
© that for every idle word that men ſpeak 
they ſhall give account at the day of judg+ 
* ment;“ and which indeed is a natural 
conſequence, if the heart is concerned in 
the ſpirit of our converſation, But here 
it may not be amiſs to digreſs a little, in 
order to reſcue this ſacred text from any 

injurious interpretation, and thereby to 
ſtrengthen further the neceſſity of the cau- 
tion of „ watching over the door of our 
*. lips.” In what is meant then by every | 
„idle word,“ I apprehend we are not to 
underſtand too rigidly every trifling, or per- 
haps vain expreſſion, that may occaſionally 
efcape us; for though all unprofitable diſ- 
courſe muſt indiſputably yield to the more 
ſolid exercife of our faculties in the manage- 
ment of converſation, yet the former may 
have no wilful tendency to evil, and be in 
itſelf 


(686 
itſelf perfectly innocent as to its defign. KS 
relaxation only from graver or more im- 
portant ſubjects; and adapted to the attain- 
ments and comprehenſion of the various 
connections we ſhall inevitably fall into in 
the commerce of the world. But we are 
to fear moſt for ſuch words or converſation 
as tend to injure our neighbour, or to cor- 
rupt the ſentiments and manners of either 
party: theſe, though barely words, and 
perhaps never actually productive of any 
hurtful effect, yet partake largely of ſinful 
influence, as flowing from the poiſonous 
ſources of preſent paſſion, vanity, malice, 
envy, or any other malignant quality of a 
depraved nature; and therefore are juſtly 
liable to puniſhment, if wantonly indulged, 
* inſtead of being reſtrained, according to this 
1 ſentence—** by thy words thou ſhalt, be 
1 « juſtified, aud by thy words thou ſhalt be 
I condemned.“ | | 
[881 But, to return to my 8 we » look 


= then into the world, and paſs. the. moſt can - 


14 did judgment upon the preſent ſtate of con- 
verſation among the ſeveral ranks and claſſes 
——_ of men, I fear we ſhall be forced to conclude 
* that there is au univerſal deficiency reſpect- 


N * 


0 1 


ing the guard we ſhould keep over the 
tongue, implied and recommended in the 
text as an effectual means of obtaining the 


| ſalvation of Gd. 

| To begin with ſome of the very lowalt 
orders. of fociety—if we were to examine 
the ſubjects of their ordinary diſcourſe, the 
eſtimate I apprehend would fall far ſhort of 
that ſimplicity and innocence we might 
with ſome reaſon expect from that quarter. 
Excepting in the humble cottage, and that 
too in molt diſtant parts, and removed from 
the contaminating influence of larger com- 


munities, we ſhall find that a vicious ſpirit 


has prevailed to a degree that is truly alarm- 
ing. Looſe and laſcivious diſcourſe, with 


A familiar mixture of oaths and impreca- 


tions, form too conſiderable a part of the 
expreſſions of theſe people, whoſe conſtant 
employment in the fields and woods one 
might naturally hope would preſerve them 
from any exceſs of profligacy. But ſtill, 
among this ſequeſtered claſs of mankind, I 
believe 4% of the foul corruption in this 


article is to be met with than in any other. 


Uninformed but in the ſcience of their 
ruſtic occupations, and feeling the value of 
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time which contributes fo eſſentially to 
their daily ſupport, they have little leifure 
for that variety of thought which furniſhes 
matter of converſation, or ability to etnploy 
it. Yet though I am now under the im- 
mediate buſineſs of exploring and confirms 
ing the too general depravity of the times, 
1 cannot help obſerving that I believe as 
pure and grateful an offering of praiſe to the 
Supreme Being, and as ſound a ſenſe of his 
providence, is to be found in the mouths of 
ſome of this humble rank, as among moſt A 
ſhall have occaſion to mention. 

If we extend our enquiry concerning thi 
ſame claſs as diſtributed in more mixed ſo- 
cicty, in villages and leſſer towns, I fear 
we ſhall diſcover little advancement but in 
depravity. The filthy language with which 
the intercourſe: of the common people 4- 
bounds in ſuch ſocieties, the dreadful curſ- 
ing and blaſphemous uſe of God's holy 

name, fo ſcandalouſly prevalent among all 
denominations of the mechanic order—even 
the ſhocking imitation of liſping infants in 
our ſtreets, bear too evident demonſtration 
that God is not honoured with their Jips.” 

Here then can be but little promiſing 
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ground of 60 upright converſation,” unleſs 
it can be hoped to improve from the influ- 


ence. and example of a more refined and 


ſuperior rank. Let us: ſee how the caſe 
ſtands with hem; how much they ſurpaſs 
in purity, in Proportion to their allowed 
advantages. 


I will neither n your ears, a 


| upon your time, or, diſgrace the honour of 
this place ſo far, as to dwell minutely upon 
the looſe and profligate habits of the more 
gay and diſſipated; not even ſo far as relates 


only to the ſtrain of their general diſcourſe ; 


for, as the apoſtle ſays, it is a ſhame even 


to ſpeak of thoſe things that are done of 


them in ſecret ;” and of ſuch I think. we 


may ſafely conclude, that they will not fur- 
mſh what the apoſtle. terms ** the example 


„of believers in, purity. of converſation.” 


In ſhort, it is too ſufficiently known, not to 


be prieyouſly lamented by the ſober and ſe- 
rious part of makind, that ſuch an abuſe 
of underſtanding and riches ſhould ſubſiſt 
among that part of the creation, which is ſo 
conſpicuouſly and highly bleſſed with every 
eee, and . to improve their 
nature, 
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1 
nature, and glorify the goodneſs of _ 
Heaven y Benefactor. | 

Yet, from a ſtrange Barderku sn in the 
enen heart, we ſee numbers of thoſe who 
ſhould be the flower of the riſing generation, 
deſcending to a level with the loweſt and 
moſt contemptible of men, and glorying 1 n 
a rivalſhip of the meaneſt chicanery. I al- 
Jude to the deſtructive practice of public 
gaming, in all its deſcriptions. It is almoſt 
incredible that ſuch degeneracy of manners 
ſhould exiſt, did not daily mat; af- 5 


ford conviction of 1 it. 
I faid, juſt now, that but little pitt 


of amendment 'could be looked for ' but 
from the pattern of the powerful and well 
informed; but, to our concern and ſurpriſe, 
we ſhall find that the rapid growth of ini- 
quity in the vulgar, inſtead of being checked 
by the good example of their betters, is 
conſiderably increaſed by the baneful effects 
of their pernicious courſes; and to ungo- 
verned extravagance, jointly with the ſus 
pineneſs of authority, we muſt indiſputably 
attribute the corruption of the community: 


A total diſregard to every thing ſerious, in- 
ſtructive, 


6 19 ) 


ſtructive, or even decent, cannot be expected 


to inſpire an attention to religion and mo- 


rality, or indeed to promote ſuitable modeſty 
of behaviour. However diſgraceful, there- 
fore, it is literally true, that, from the groſs 
licentiouſneſs of many in high life, we fre- 
quently ſee the order of ſociety inverted ; 
the flagitious deportment of the vulgar has 
gained the aſcendancy of example upon ma- 
ny, and there is little other diſtinction but 
in equipage and attendants; the very dreſs 
of ſome e as ſervilely affected as n 
vices. 

I will illuſtrate this in Pr one par- 
rioular, which will confirm what I have 
advanced beyond a poſſibility of contradic- 


tion. The unprofitable, low, and infamous 


habit of common ſwearing, that heavy re- 
proach to a chriſtian land, profeſſing the 
goſpel upon the pureſt and reformed prin- 
ciples—this ſhould ſeem to be peculiarly the 
offspring of ignorance and negleft, and the 
profoundeſt diſregard of every thing that is 
holy and good; and one would think, for 
that reaſon, it was only to be found among 
the dregs of the people; conſequently, that 

it ſhoyld be ſo ſhamefully practiſed by thoſe 
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who muſt: knew pwch (bearer, is not leſs 
diſhonourable than grievous. | 
| There is not one ſingle plea that can be 
produced in extenuation of this odious vice; 
no paſſion, no appetite, no ſenſual enjoy- 
ment whatever; not even that of habit, 
which in other iniquitous attainments ex- 
cites a powerful ſympathy for the offender, 
| when an humble reſolution to reform: is diſ- 
coverable : for various and pitiable may 
have been the circumſtances which have W 
to the eſtabliſhment of other faults. - 
the contrary, perſons moſt exerciſed in hy 
wickedneſs, can refrain in the ſociety of 
reſpectable people, in the hearing of the moſt 
modeſt and delicate ſex; but, to the utter 
diſgrace of our preſent times, it has. per- 
vaded every order of men without excep- 
tion. The preſence of God's a. 
as formerly, cannot repreſs it; alas! ther 
influence is univerſally diminiſhed : and, 
bi ſhocking to aflert! even females, and 
in the moſt exalted ſtations, where beauty, 
ade. and every other grace combine to 
raiſe the faireſt expectations, moſt unſeem- 
ingly partake of this foul degeneracy, pro- 
faning the Javred 1 name with hardened un- 
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concern; and thus ſinking the dignity * 
their teak, they forfeit all that natural re- 
ſpect and homage due to the ee the 
female character. e | 
How different the manners of that _ 
the examples of thoſe juſtly celebrated per- 
ſons, who are recorded never to have men- 
tioned the name of God but with a ſenſible 
pauſe before it men eminent for ſterling 
ſenſe and the ſoundeſt learning, as well as 
both private and public virtue; no viſiona- 


ries, no enthuſiaſts, but men of ſober thought | 


and refined reflection, whoſe deep enquiries 
into the works of nature, and juſt contem- 
plations upon its wonderful Author, led 
them to confirm the firſt principles of all 
religion, the being of a God, and his ſelf- 
exiſtence ;- to adore him worthily, and to 
affix to the mention of his name the ho- 
nour due unto it; whoſe pious eee 
this reſpect will perpetuate their fame, as 
much as it muſt ne pg the abominable 
degeneracy of poſterity. | 

But what fhall we ns think, dhe 
this vice is often uſed as a ſeaſoning or or- 
nament of diſcourſe, or moſt abſurdly to 
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lend it a ſound of importance? whereas it 
certainly pollutes and diſcredits the very 
wittieſt effort to which it is united; and, 
far from giving conſequence, weakens the 
power it was intended to afford, from the 
triteneſs and vulgarity of the cuſtom. 
I know it has likewiſe been defended. as: 
unavoidable, if not in a degree ſerviceable, 
in certain profeſſions ; but ſurely; with as. 
little truth as good ſenſe. In one of theſe: 
s profeſſions in which every ſpecies of profli- 
Zacy is ſuppoſed to abound,” the ;contrary. 
mult be granted; for in the army no officer 
is ſo much attended to as the fair-ſpoken, 
diſpaſſionate man, who regulates his con- 
duct, and enforces his orders, by cool and 
determined expreſſions: whereas impreca- 
tions and abuſe, which generally attend the 
cbullitions of paſſion, almoſt always loſe the 
effect they are intended to give; and the 
reaſon is evident this kind of language 
being unhappily ſo familiar to the parties 
corrected, and ſo conſtantly and indiſcrimi- 
nately applied on all occaſions, for ſlight as 
well as heavier offences, it is little regarded; : 
beſides that a conſciouſneſs of its impro- 
* | . priety 


4 JF 


priety is often, upon reflection, the cauſe of 


withdrawing or mitigating Aa merited pu- 
niſhment; 

As to another honourable 1 tlie 
common men of which are generally held 
to be, if poſſible, more dead to every ſenſe 
of religious influence and decorum than the 
former, I have been told, from moſt reſpects 
able authority, that the whole complement 
of a ſhip of war have been kept in ſuch be- 
coming reſtraint from the crime of ſwear- 
ing, that ſcarce an oath was ever heard on 


board, and yet the ſervice of the king and 


country not leſs ſucceſsfully or brilliantly 
performed : proof ſufficient that reforma- 
tion is not impracticable in the moſt diſſi- 
pated ſubjects, and therefore the neglect of 
it more juſtly reprehenſible. But this happy 
conſequence muſt proceed, as in the above 
caſe, from laudable diligence in the com- 
mander, whoſe officers reſpectfully copied 
the conſcientious and illuſtrious example of 
their excellent and honourable chief, inſtead 
of falling into the wicked and uſeleſs prac- 


tice which the unreſtrained licentiouſaeſs of 


their men muſt neceſſarily produce. 
I ſhall now W proceed to take a further view 
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of the ſtate and tendency of modern converſa- 
tion among a very different claſs of men; and 
try how near it approaches to the deſorip- 
tion of ſcriptural propriety, i. e. whether 
oh -they are holy 1 in all manner of converſa- 


The e reſpoRtable Gtmation.; in Life, and 
that which ſcems to promiſe a conſiderable 
portion of rational enjoyment, is the middle 
order. Equally removed from the attacks of 
ambition, and. the anxieties of dependence, 
ſuch perſons have leiſure to enrich their 
minds with ſound learning, and to attend 
with leſs worldly interruption to the care 
of their ſouls: in reaſon we may therefore 
conclude that they have laid in a large ſtore 
of valuable matter both for the rational en- 
tertainment of their acquaintance, and the 
improvement of thoſe with whom they are 
more nearly allied; particularly, that they 
have not been negligent in acquiring that 
ſaving knowledge which is to profit them 
eternally. In that judicious exerciſe they 
would reap the glory of imprinting upon 
others the ineſtimable value of the one thing 
needful. But is it lo? We might reſolve 
the queſtion 1 in our own. breaſts, without 

Further 
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further enquiry. Take the moſt candid 
ſurvey of what paſſes in the ſociety of the 
very people who will ſhudder at the nam- 


ing an atrocious crime; who, as far as the 


merit of worldly diligence can extend, de- 
ſerve great praiſe ; who are. regular in, the 


ſtated performance of religious exerciſes; 


who are becomingly cautious in the care of 
their children, to preſerve them as much as 
poſſible from the contagion of that vicious 
example which they. ſorely feel threatening 
them on all ſides; and yet, with all this 
flattering appearance, can it be ſaid that the 


tenor of their general diſcourſe, either in 


public or private, will bear the ſtrict ſenſe 
of ſuch a converſation as will aſſure them 
the falvation of God?“ 


We mult confeſs, from our intimate ex- 


perience of the trite and unedifying topics 
which prevail in many circles, that the 


caſe is very different that the misfortunes, 


the failings, the concerns of our neigh» 
bours, the current intelligence of public 


affairs, the infignificant preference of the 


reigning factions, the haſty and variable 
judgment upon the conduct of ſome public 
character, with the unintereſting arguments 


O 3 | ſuch 
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ſuch impertinencies ſupply, furniſh in (al 
turns the ſtock of converſation ; and, if we 
add to the enrichment of theſe ſubjects the 
extraordinary ſatisfaction of contradicting at 
the next meeting every article we ſo judi- 
ciouſly decided at the Jaft, it will afford no 
overſtrained ſketch of polite diſcourſe. That 
there are exceptions to this obſervation, and 
that even ſome of the above topics may be 
innocently employed, I will readily admit; 
but that it is too frequently otherwiſe, I 
think cannot be denied. : 
Such unprofitable intercourſe, ſuch waſte 
of time, is the more reprovable, becauſe the 
improvements of our day, in a variety of 
pleaſing arts and inſtructive diſcoveries in 
philoſophy, yield abundant opportunity for 
the exerciſe of genius, and the acquiſition 
of a knowledge far more worthy the ſtudy 
of rational creatures. If then what I have 
hazarded in this picture bears any reſem- 
blance to the original, it 1s quite ſuperfluous 
to aſk, whether the inexhauſtible fund af- 
forded in the works of creation, the govern- 
ment of Providence, and eſpecially the arti- 
cle of religion, ever finds admittance in ſuch 


pe No — as well Os the po- 
reſt 


4 96} 
liteſt courtier expect a ready welcome, and 
ſuitable entertainment to his charaQer, if 
intruding among a ſociety of beggars: un- 


practiſed and unprepared, the ſudden viſitor 


would both diſguſt and diſconcert them. 
And yet ſubjects like theſe can alone form 
the juſt grounds of an *© upright converſa- 
„tion,“ of ſuch intercourſe as will fit us 
for the ſociety of heaven; and dare we 


aſſert that the contrary is conſiſtent with an 


enlightened mind, and the profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity ? Certainly it is not; but the 
truth is, few entertain juſt notions of reli- 
gion, or ſtudy in what it conſiſts, and what 
is inconſiſtent with it. People are entirely 
abſorbed by the pomps and vanities of this 
life, aud the attraction of ſenſual objects; 
and where their treaſure is, there will 
their hearts be alſo :' — * the opening of 


* ſuch lips will not be concerning right ; 


„things.“ 
Should you raiſe your expectations of a 
more valuable account from the converſa- 


tion of thoſe who are engaged in too im-. 


portant purſuits to ſpare time for ſuch tri- 
fling as the above, I fear ** an upright con- 


DO. © of 


1 
1 
1 4 
i 
1 
0 
17 
* r 
os ” 
S 
- 'S 
7 
FOR 
19 
7 . 
bl FE. 
Ig 
Mg 
4 
1 ** 
3 
. 
1 
1 
42 
1 4 
& 4 
4 7 
71 
© 
1 
KI 
” 4 
7 1 
x 
Rd 
% 
L 
. 
3. 


4 s 4 , 
* * „ * 2 N — >. 4 
L aL $ I * . 5D. E 1 
_ ö 8 9 2 * » — ia. gs RAP * 2 \ * n 4 2 
— . ̃ ⅛˙ . OTF. II IEG — IE EPI - OF — 
3 2 844 5 | 
— — ' i — 2 ne r TE NN EG 
4 49,1 3 Ret 1 7 9 5 222 | 
84 J e AR I, CIR Ip. 2 . oe. 
* „ . I n * oct ch. — g 9 


— 1 — a f 
5 r dr In, > 1 
PA an 1 —— oi — — me — 


_ 50 => Bb - r 
. " I 
WHP Tt rn IE EE 
—_— * — 7 1 


r 
wil — — 


o =P = * 
Nr vow rol 
rr 2 — 


r 
229 — — — > — 
———— N . * FE 


 ._—_— 


— — 


ts 


U 
. —_— > . 
= pe edges 
> mes — — 2 — — * 
1 —— 
8 n 


- — rr — - 
o 2 OLE Gert - _ = 
BA "aL . 
— l _ 


( 208 ) | 
of it, will be as rare a diſcovery. ** Let 
« your converſation be without covetouſ- 
e neſs,” will be à hard precept for perſons 
immerſed in pecuniary dealings ; we ſhall 
too ſeldom find men involyed in a multipli- | 
city of temporal concerns, attending mi- 
nutely but to their own ſhare of merit in 
the diſpoſition and ſucceſs of them. The 
inſpection and providence of the Supreme 
Director, and their being now only upon 
trial (under his government) for far more 
exalted occupations, ſcarcely ever enter into 
their thoughts, They will provide for 
making up no accounts but earthly ones: 
the ſound of that word againſt them only 
redoubles their diligence to drown it. Their 
religion, like other obligations-incumbent 
on them, they attend: to as preſcribed by 
law; and as no real ſpirit of it is evident in 
their Lives, it can hardly be looked for in 
their converſation, _ 5 
hut let us carry the enquiry Rill higher; 
and, bold as the ſtricture may appear, it 
would be unbecoming my ſituation here to 
make any exceptions on ſuch an occaſion : 
for when we conſider the ſerious import of 
a right converſation ;” that our practice 


of 


( 

of it, in the pureſt ſenſe, is the ſole and ne- 
ceſſary qualification that can ſecure us hap- 
pineſs when time ſhall be no more; that, to 
confirm this truth, ſo great a reward is pro- 
miſed as exceeds our fondeſt imagination, 

and the moſt woful puniſhment as ſure a 
conſequent of our neglect to cultivate it 
every degree of partiality or remiſfneſs be⸗ 
comes ſinful: upon this ſubject (in imita- 
tion of our heavenly Judge) we muſt 17 7 no 

reſpecters of perſons. | 
It may be fairly queſtioned ks 64 

the laſt place, whether among perſons poſ- 
ſeſſed of the choiceſt underſtandings, and 
adorned beſides with learning, whoſe pecu- 
har profeſſions engage them more cloſely in 
the ſtudy of ſerious ſubjects whether even 
among theſe the true ſenſe of the text is duly 
attended to in their private communication 
with each other, or ſtrictly and uniformly 
in their public diflertations—whether the 
vanity of human knowledge i is not too con- 
ſpicuous a mover in fome of their reſearches, 
the indulgence of mere curioſity in others, 
and their diſcourſe necetfarily tinctured with 
both. Are they earneſt in giving the glory 
and honour due unto God in all his works? 
| W 
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and do they reſolve every difficulty that 
puzzles their narrow capacities into the un- 
ſearchable depths of his unerring wiſdom, 
inſtead of doubting, if not his creative, at 
leaſt his preſerving hand, and forming ſyſ- 
tems and concluſions on the ſandy 8 
tion of their own confuſed ideas? In their 
various diſquiſitions, does the ſtate of religion 
furniſh a frequent ſubject of diſcourſe? Is 
it, as it ſhould be, the ultimate end of their 
enquiries, whether it is left to go on now 
as being neceſſarily united with worldly po- 
lity, and to take its courſe ; or is the expe- 
diency of ſome degree of higher aid ſtill 
granted needful for its 'advancement, and 
duly recommended? and, from the ſad ne- 
glect to implore this aid, do they lament its 
daily melancholy decay in all ranks and or- 
ders of ſociety, and conſult its honour by 
the moſt ſtrenuous endeavours to recover its 
power, and vindicate its advantages to man- 
kind? Are theſe otherwiſe well- informed 
perſons deeply penetrated with the truth 
of its divine origin? and do they treat it as 
a vital principle, as the only food of the 
ſoul? Has its moſt eſſential branch a proper 
ſhare of their dard and a powerful influ- 


* 


ElNCC 


{ 93 
ence upon their lives (I mean the 55 
and intereſting myſteries of the goſpel) ? 
they ſufficiently dwell, when a e 
attention is paid to this grand ſubject, up- 


on the neceſſary ſupply of Divine grace 
and aſſiſtance to comprehend theſe ſerious 


truths; and that God, if we neglect to ap- 


ply for his ſuccour, will deſpiſe all the vain 


wiſdom of our words? Are they fo nou- 


„ riſhed in faith and ſound doctrine,“ as to 
be zealous for the progreſs of Chriſt's king- 


dom upon earth; believing that for its com- 


pletion in heaven the creation itſelf took 
place, and every diſpenſation that was pub- 
liſhed until the coming of that King, and 


Prieſt, and Prophet, who preſides over it? 
Do they ſhew themſelves convinced, through 


an humble and ſtedfaſt faith, that the 1 
dom of Chriſt is already begun in us, if we 
do not forfeit it by our own faults? Doth 
their general diſcourſe ſavour of theſe things? 
It, when the dread ſummons of our depar- 


ture hence is iſſued, we are found wholly 


engroſſed by vanity and trifles, by worldly 
cares and contrivances, in the purſuits of 
riches and worldly honours, or in the nice- 


ties of language, and the bare poſſeſſion of 
human | 
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| Bat learning, w without having gente any 
thing of God, or acquired the requiſite 
c r eee his future | ſervice; if we 
| have. been engaged in thoſe works which 
tend to increaſe our corruption, inſtead of 
uſing the gracious means of improving our 
imperfect nature—how, in the name: of 
common ſenſe, can we hope to partake of 
the happineſs of the Divine nature? We 
can only expect to become ſlaves of the 
maſter whoſe ſervants we are Bere; nor can 
we pray the Lord to have mercy on us with 
any ſolid hope, when, during the whole 
courſe of a life of trial, we reve ab every 
merciful opportunity afforded us, If ſome 
fuch ſubjects as theſe do not occupy their | 
frequent and earneſt attention, and alſo en- 
gage the ſupport of thoſe beſt able to give 
them encouragement; and, moreover, with- 
out they likewiſe implore the Divine Revealer 
of all truths to“ enlighten their minds, and 
“give them all boldneſs to ſpeak the word; 
the molt captivating productions of the ima- 
ination, the moſt brilliant ſallies of wit, 
and the profoundeſt erudition and eloquence, 
will all fall very far ſhort of the eſſence 
of an ** upright converſation 2?” and though 
11 | ns the 


| © 2683 
the former may diſcover the command of 
every other attainment, it will never, by 
theſe means only, arrive at that of eternal 
ſalvation; which is the prize of our high 
calling, the principal object worth contend- 
ing for, the ſure reward of the pooreſt and 
moſt illiterate of you all who continue in 
well-doing, as well as the richeſt and moſt 
learned of your ſuperiors. With a truly 
grateful ſenſe then of God's univerſal and 
_ aſtoniſhing love towards his fallen creatures, 
let us all ſtrive henceforth ſo to frame our 
conduct and improve our converſation here, 
that we may, comparatively, ſay with the 
Apoſtle, 4+ Our converſation is in heaven, 
„ from whence” we look for the Saviour 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” who will beſtow 
his unſpeakable rewards upon all who are 
fitted to receive them : and for which that 
we may ever ſtudiouſly prepare ourſelves, 
God of his infinite mercy grant, through 
the merits, aid, and mediation of the ſame 
bleſſed Lord. To whom, with the Father, 
and the Holy Spirit, be aſcribed, &c. 


"SR 


n £ he , 7 5 45 yon : - 0 wy 
EAI TIAL FNC r 2 2 - e RE n 4 5 ' * 8 G . e Y SS 7 — . — A —_— —— — vo 1 8 K — WT - ” 1 
r : "Ht BCP _ — ys _— r 22 ae SE Meas. — CE = a7 PU 8 r <p £2 ae : . — 5 —— > 2 —— 2 * — - * * — EE — 
EEE , a — 2 : 2 1 — N a £ ps 5. - ; _— | . Fe F n OI as + <-> "i= n 
FE — : — — 2 XS” dab 


ir nom Oy anon 


ä — 9999 
r 


Cic. 
Ho. 


24 
hy BY 


8 
N 


— 


R M O. N 
8 


CHARITY SERMON. 
öMuneribus ſapienter uti.” 
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Mes the ear heard meg, then it bleſſed me; 
and when the eye ſaw me, it gave witneſs 
to me; becauſe I delivered the poor that 
cried, and the fatherleſs, and him that had 
none to help him : the bleſſing of him that 

das ready to periſh came upon me, and I 
cauſed the widow's heart to fing for jay. 


E are aflembled here this day, my 

| brethren, to hallow the holy Sab- 

bath of the Lord God. By offering up 
our praiſes to him for his mercies, and by 
acknowledging our great unworthineſs, we 
have in a degree demonſtrated our grati- 
tude, and engaged him to continue his fa- 
vours unto us. In the ſolemn liturgy of 
our church, we have this day confeſſed our 
manifold ſins, our innate wretchedneſs, our 
VOL» b N forgiveneſs 
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forgiveneſs of our enemies; and we have 
crowned this chriſtian exerciſe by our hum- 
ble and hearty prayers for their amendment. 
Thus have we teſtified what fervent charity 
we bear to one atiother; and with the 
warmeſt ſatisfaction I can add, that we are 
about to complete the ſacred worſhip of the 
morning by a work of the. pureſt love, 
as being more particularly met together for 
the commendable and pious purpoſe of re- 
lieving the urgent neceſſities of our in- 
digent brethren, in voluntary contributions 
toward an inſtitution equally engaging, . 
uſeful, and praiſeworthy. As the main 
purport of my diſcourſe is to recommend 
the practice of charity to your molt ſerious 
_ conſideration, I ſhall humbly ſubmit the 
beſt of my weak endeavours for that end ; 
and that my ſincere deſign may more clearly 
be underſtood, permit me to offer ſomething 
firſt upon that virtue in general. | 
Charity, then, is but another name- 
for merey ; and it flows (for it muſt be 
active if it is genuine) from pure be- 
nevolence, and tenderneſs of heart. The 
moſt compendious, and at the ſame time 


one of the moſt comprehenſive views 
f | . of 


- — 


5 2 


of this virtue, is to be found in the 1 3th 


chapter of St. Paul's Firſt Epiſtle to the 
Corinthians. I ſhall not now enlarge upon 
it in that ſublime and ſpiritual ſenſe in 
which the apoſtle there employs the word; 
but only ſpecify it generally, as the very 
baſis of chriſtianity, without which all 
other religious attainments will be 

nounced deficient by a God of love. We 
may term it, therefore, an impulſe of the 


ſoul, inclining us towards every thing that 


is tender, humble, merciful, forgiving, and 
the like chriſtian perfections. Now the 
product of this upright ſentiment muſt be 
actions of the moſt benevolent and endear- 
ing nature; and to attempt at ſeparating 
the eflence. of real charity 1s utterly impoſ- 
fible, the intellectual and active branches 
of it being as indiſſolubly connected as 
cauſe and effect: for to believe a perſon 
capable of experiencing the moſt perſuaſive 
workings of pity, and (though able) not 
willing to alleviate the diſtreſs affecting 


him, would be as abſurd as to ſuppote 


that man's profeſſions to be ſincere, who, 


beholding a fellow- creature in danger wi 


his Ries ſhould proclaim his affliction in 
| | bn 2 the 
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the moſt violent terms, and at the ſame 


time ſtand by an idle ſpeQator of his de- 
ſtruction. Whence we may infer, that 
to be uncharitably diſpoſed, in any ſenſe, 
is a ſure mark of a hard and unfeeling 
heart: it is a temper that cannot be too 
carefully corrected, as it deprives us of the 
moſt exquiſite pleaſure in life; ſinks us 
below the contracted endowments of the 


brute creation, which frequently exhibits 


 fympathy and attention to the diſtreſs of 


their ſpecies; and robs us of that needful 
hope which 'we are all inclined and have 


occafion to encourage, that we fhall 


„ receive mercy.” But where benevolent 
ſentiments prevail, we may fairly truſt 
that the bleſſing of the apoſtle will ac- 


company us—* The Lord grant unto ſuch, 


« that they gore find favour in the day 
of the Lord :” for as good works are truly 
faid to be the beſt tokens of a ſound faith, ſo 
charity, without them, is a mere ſyſtem of 
the brain, with which, unleſs our practice 
eorreſponds, our inactive theory will prove | 
reproach and condemnation. 

As an introduction then to a thorough 
ſenſe of our duty in this grand article, it 

| may 


( +03 7 
may not be amifs to conſider the nature of 
our ſeveral callings and ſituations in the 
world. 

- would be to queſtion the wiſdom and 
goodneſs of God, to ſuppoſe that he has . 
formed any one being but for ſome pra- 
cious purpoſe ; and even the unequal ranks 
of individuals in Zhi world wilt appear to 
any man, on the leaſt reflection, as wiſely 
mitended for the due ſupport of the commu- 
nity at large. Extraordinary abilities are 
beſtowed on ſome, to aſſiſt them in framing 
laws, in diſpenſing juſtice, 1n pronouncing 
judgment, and to enable men to diſcharge 
with wiſdom the arduous taſk of govern- 
ment. Skill-in arts and ſciences falls to the 
ſhare of others, that men may be variouſly 
and uſefully employed; that none may 
have a plea for idleneſs; that the human 
mind may be cultivated and adorned ; and 
that new diſcoveries may be made in the 
ſtupendous works of nature, from age to 
age. Riches, - honours, titles, keep the 
current of ſocial life flowing with dig- 
nity and profitable emulation, afford the 
means of employing the induſtrious, and 
| encouraging the ingenious. | 


2 And 


s ä — — 


6 
And ſome, we ſee, it hath pleaſed Pros» 
vidence to ſend into the world, poor, deſ- 
titute, aud afflicted. Yet herein we may 
obſerve the wonderful goodneſs and mercy 
of our Maker towards his creatures; as, 
generally ſpeaking, he beſtows on each a 
mind properly adapted to their reſpeCtive 
ſituations, left the lot of the needy and 
laborious might become too grievous, and 
more than they could hear ; and that ſtay 
tions more ſplendid, and poſts of eminence, 
might (through beneficent exertion) rightly 
fit their owners. Yet from this inequality 
God derives glory; and each of us, as we 
wiſely or fooliſhly make choice, our hap- 
pineſs or miſery : for doubtleſs he has not 
given wealth or power to ſome, talents 
and the opportunity of improving to others, 
in vain; but as trials of their intrinſic worth, 
as gifts to be employed and accounted for: 
to which end, objects are placed before us 
in every point of view, to attract our no- 
tice, to engage our abilities, and to excite 
our compaſſion. N 
Io imagine we were formed ſolely to 
gratify our own unruly paſſions, or to con- 
{ume the fruits of the earth in luxury, ex- 
travagance, 


R - ty 
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travagance, or ſupine indulgence, would be 
to doubt the purity and wiſdom of our 
Creator, who ſtamped his image upon man- 
kind for far nobler purpoſes. To what end 
has he vouchſafed his various benefits and 
bleſſings to many of us, but to enable us 
to purſue the gentle paths of mercy, to 
render us ſerviceable to one another, and to 
demonſtrate by our generous conduct that 
the All-wiſe Parent of nature has bleſſed us 
with fouls as unbounded. as our poſſeſſions? 


for, under this groſs veil of mortality, no- 


thing ſo ſtrongly indicates the latent {park 
of the divinity within us, as a compaſſionate 
heart animated to vigorous. acts of bene- 


volence. 
But as the univerſal ſtate af nature is a 


ſtate of depravity, as we are all ſadly fallen 


from our primeval purity, hence proceeds 
the ſelfiſh and unfeeling uſe we too often 
make of God's liberal gifts, Being blinded 


with the dazzling ſplendour of vain riches, 


and not knowing how to turn them to a pro- 
per intereſt, or rather wanting in fortitude 


to adopt the habit; far from , employing 
them to purpoſes of godlineſs (and ſo 


* 


making friends of the mammon of un- 
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righteouſneſs), 


{ 
N 


1 
* 
1 
FI 
"Ti 
$7 
(4 
1 


r 


1 — 
— 4 a = — 
2 12 


MT — A deity * — 
Ee" r 


— ou: A. FE 


8 "=; 
e 
— 9 


4 


( 216 * 


righteouſneſs), we convert them to the ſer- 
vice of ſuch unworthy purpoſes as will 


demn us. 


riſe up in judgment againſt us, and con- 


This reflection aptly leads me to the 
obvious praiſe of thoſe endeavours we are 
this day met to cheriſh and enforce. 

It is an obſervation equally ſagacious as 
perſuaſive, that every good action brings 


with it its own reward even here; and 


this alone, one would think, ought to be 


ſufficient incitement to the practice of 


virtue. 


But, alas! fo lamentably are we 


debaſed, and in fo contemptible a degree 
doth ſelfiſhneſs poſſeſs ſome men, that even 
the moſt awful threatenings of vengeance 
from him who is truth itſelf — nay (to 
our utter ſhame it muſt be ſpoken) the moſt 
engaging and repeated promiſes of incon- 
ceivable and eternal happineſs have not in- 


fluence ſufficient to perſuade and e 


US, 


Wherefore, as the various tempers and 
opinions of men require different arguments 
to direct their actions, I will now en- 
ploy ſome worldly motives on this occa- 
fon, which in their application may be- 


W 


a. 2 


neficially explain the nature and end of 


theſe particular charities. 


It has' been a ſolid maxim among the 


beſt ordered and moſt opulent ſtates that 
ever flouriſhed, that the proper ſupport and 


judicious education of their youth, was a 


matter of the higheſt conſequence ; and that 
chiefly to their attention in this weighty 


buſineſs, they attributed the greateſt ſhare 


of their ſucceſs in war, or wealth at home. 
Conſidered in this light, ſuch eſtabliſhments 
as theſe muſt be conſummately political, 

eſſentially uſeful; for as a neglect in pro- 
viding ſubſiſtence for the offspring of the 
neceſſitous muſt naturally tend to leſſen 
the number of the common people, and of 
courſe both weaken and impoveriſh the ſtate 
(for what will avail our fertility of ſoil, the 
ſituation of our ports, or the excellence of 
climate, to a deſolated or deſerted country?) 
ſo if the children of the poor are only ſuf- 
fered to exiſt, without due care being taken 
of their health and morals, without receiv- 
ing that inſtruction which muſt fit them 
for the ſervice of their country, the con- 
ſequences will be ſtill more dreadful : for 
n that men of good natural parts, and 
honeſt 
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honeſt diſpoſitions, will in time emigrate 
to other kingdoms (having no early ties to 
endear them to their home), to the imme- 
diate advantage of thoſe ſtates, and our 
double loſs; the remainder will probably 
fall victims to idleneſs and temptations, 
and through hard neceſſity, prompted by 
vicious inclination, and unreſtrained by 
moral influence, will betake themſelves to 
ſuch iniquitous and illicit courſes as will 
finally incur the juſt penalty of their coun- 
try's laws; and thus (dreadful even in 
idea !) forfeit their unhappy lives, a ſacrifice 
to ungoverned paſhons, in deplorable con- 
ſequence of the inattention of the legiſ- 
lature to their ſafety. 

Now the advantages of the inſtitutian 
we are here met to ſupport, are indiſputably 
evident, ſince it effectually tends to prevent 
the fatal inconveniences above deſcribed. 
Hence we may reaſonably conclude, that 
no charitable appointment whatever can 
deſervedly claim a greater attention from 
every worthy member of ſociety. 

Still, though nothing can be more natural 
or becoming than that each individual ſhould 


contribute his utmoſt towards the benefit 
and 


( | 
and good order of the general body, yet I 


am aware that we live in an age when too 
many examples convince us, that this prin- 
ciple, however laudable, and even neceſſary, 
has no force to affect the diſpoſitions of 
every one. Our own. immediate intereſt 
(and that often in the moſt trifling rela- 
tions) is too apt to engroſs our whole 
care; and the conſideration of our own par- 
ticular profit, is the ultimate object by 
which our views are bounded. Few, I am 
inclined to hope, of ſuch contracted notions 
are to be found among my preſent hearers ; 
nevertheleſs it may not be amiſs to take 
ſome notice of the ſingular advantages which 
each may enjoy, who 1s come hither to 
uſe “ hoſpitality without grudging.“ 

There is ſcarce a book in the Old Teſta- 
ment, or a chapter in the New one, but 
warmly recommends the true ſpirit of be- 
nevolence; and to the ſtrongeſt reaſons for 
our obſervance of this amiable virtue, adds 
likewiſe the moſt comfortable and encou- 
raging promiſe of ſure reward. With Saint 
Paul it is the very effence of chriſtianity : 
+ Now the end of the commandment is 
5+ charity, out of a pure heart, and of good 
«© conſcience, 


(„ 
£ conſcience, and of faith unfeigned.” We 
are told by one of the wiſeſt and moſt mag- 
nificent of princes, that by mercy and 
« truth iniquity is purged 3” and the holy 
Pſalmiſt, in his obſervations on the fruits 
of mercy, uſes theſe encouraging words: 
„Never yet ſaw I the-righteous (that is, 
* the merciful man) forſaken, or his ſeed 
„ begging their bread.” What an en- 
livening hope is here, what an invigorat- 
ing promiſe—that the bleſſing ſhall deſcend 
to our lateſt poſterity ! Better arguments 
than theſe ſurely cannot be advanced to 
engage the cultivation of every propen- 
fity in us towards doing good ; befides all 
which, the very act itſelf brings along with 
it the moſt delightful pleaſure. The ſecret 
joy ariſing in a tender heart upon relieving 
the unfortunate and wretched, cannot eaſily 
be deſcribed. The comfortable conviction 
of having employed a portion of our poſ- 
ſeſſions according to the wiſe defigns of 
Providence, that we are gratefully dif- 
charging our duty, and promoting his 
(4 glory, muſt infallibly procure us laſting 
= peace ; the bleſſings that will follow our 
j humane actions in this life, and the vaſt 
fund 
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fund of happineſs that awaits our pious | 


performances in the next, do not only en- 


courage us to perfiſt in good works, but 


hrgely compenſate our utmoſt endeavours. 
Nor can I here omit this additional conſo- 


lation to many, as a general incitement to 


the diſcharge of this duty, that a propor- 
tionable ſhare of reward attends the leſs 
opulent giver. Give of what thou haſt, 


66 according to thy ability,” ſaith the 


apoſtle, and we are told by our bleſſed 
Saviour himfelf, that the widow's mite 


was as well accepted as if ſhe had been 


enabled to contribute more n 
becauſe * ſhe gave of all that ſhe had.“ 
And here we muſt acknowledge how 


unwilling we are to deny ourſelves in many 


articles which demand far greater ſums, 
which often - deceive our expectations even 
in enjoyment, and ſeldom prove advanta- 
geous in the end. How ready then ought 
we to be in ſuch ſacrifices as theſe, which 
offer themſelves with ſuch rich allurements, 
ſuch valuable conſiderations ! | 

By theſe trifling diſburſements from our 
large ſtock of abundance, we are purchaſ- 


ing treaſure for ourſelves in heaven. He 
5 « who. 
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&<. who giveth unto the poor, lendeth unto 
“ the Lord, who will repay the intereſt 
Surely theſe induce- 
ments will tempt the moſt penurious, nay 
the moſt ſelfiſn mind. I ſhall cloſe the ex- 
hortation therefore with this ſcriptural ad- 


monition—** Whatever ye do, do it for 


the glory of God:“ and remember ye crown 


your beneficence by beſtowing from the 
heart; the Lord loveth a cheerful giver.” 


But obſervations may be ſtill advanced 
which perhaps will appear more intereſting 


and fatisfaftory to thoſe leſs liberally in- 


clined, if any ſuch are now among us, 
and with whom temporal benefits may have 
great weight. 

It may without any Apen be 
ſuppoſed, for inſtance, that by the bleſſing 
of Heaven ſome of theſe children, who 
now ſo happily experience your indulgent 
and ſeaſonable benefactions, may hereafter 
more than ſufficiently repay your genero- 
ſity. When the foſtering hand of time ſhall 
have matured their underſtandings; when, 
through the means of that learning with 
which your beneficent contributions have 


furniſhed them, their genius and abilities 
ſhall 


\, Cam 7 
| ſhall unfold ; when you ſhall behold 


them at once a general ſervice and credit 
to their country, a welcome ſupport to. 
their aged or needy parents—will not your 


particular ſhare of ſo glorious an harveſt 


largely refund your moſt generous libe- 


rality ? i | 
Again, let us reflect that the natural ſtate 


of things, in this tranſitory life, is daily liable 


to change; and we may be aſſured it is not 
without the permiſſion of Omniſcience itſelf. 
„% will pull down,” ſaith he, the mighty 


„ from their ſeat, and will exalt the hum- 


e ble and meek ;” almoſt accounting as it 
were, by this expreſſion, for the - many 
ſtrange revolutions the experience of every 
one may have obſerved. It is not impoſ- 
ſible, therefore, that unforeſeen accidents 
may, in courſe of time, reduce the poſte- 


rity of thoſe who value themſelves chiefly 


on account of their preſent proſperity and 
exalted ſtations, to the dependant and af- 
fecting condition of helpleſs, neceſſitous, 
and (but for your bounty) unfriended chil- 


dren, More ſurpriſing viciſſitudes do hourly 


take place; when therefore, in addition to 


ſucceſs and credit, gratitude ſhall adorn 


the 
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1 
the lives of theſe pleading orphans, with 
what joy may you apply to yourſelves the 
promiſes of the goſpel “ Bleſſed are the 
„ merciful, for they ſhall obtain mercy !” 
When a due exertion of their talents ſhalt 
have procured them plenty; when proſpe- 
rity, perhaps affluence, ſhall be the effect 
of their ſteady perſeverance in their ſeveral 
profeſſions ; with what becoming exaltation, 
with what folid comfort, will you reflect 
upon having proved ſach tender, uſeful be- 
nefactors! Nor imagine that they will 
be unmindful of ſuch conſiderate and af- 
fectionate patronage : their praiſes, their 
good offices, will always attend you Here; 
their unwearied prayers ſhall be regiſtered 
+ for you in Heaven. 

Now, beſides the effect which the: un- 
certainty of human affairs may work upon 
ſome men to prevail upon them to be mer- 
ciful, beſides the exceſs of recompence await- 
ing generous conduct, there is another motive 
which operates powerfully upon many, and 
that is, ſympathy, or fellow feeling; which 
1s not peculiar to human nature, as [I ſlightly 
intimated before, but extends itſelf in a de- 
gree throughout the whole animal crea- 
7 tion; 
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tion; and is 5 in man, as we may 
ſuppoſe, fot the very purpoſe of befriending 
and relieving our afflicted and ſuffering 
brethren. Wherefore without doubt but 
that a ſhare of theſe finer feelings of human 
nature are ſtill cheriſhed in your boſoms, 
I will not attempt to excite your compaſ- 
ſion, or play upon your paſſions by any 
fictitious or laboured tale of miſery : but 
as upon this, particular occaſion it muſt be 
expected +: ſhould plead the cauſe of thoſe 
obſects in our view, by every moving ar- 
gument the ſubject can ſuggeſt; permit me 
humbly to urge your moſt ſerious regard 
for the diſconſolate caſe of the forlorn and 
dejected widow ; for the ſorrowful and 
piteous ſituation of fatherleſs i innocence. 

When the comfortleſs and needy parent 
views the tender helpleſs pledges of her af- 
tection, on the very point of ſinking into 
poverty and ruin; when, deprived of their 
father, friend, and ſole ſupport, the infant 
mourners by fruitleſs. . wailing add to the 
bitter anguiſh of her mind; with ſcarce the 
means to preſerve herſelf, in heavineſs of 
heart, unknown, unfriended, Whither ſhall 
they bend their, hopeleſs: way 2 where ſue 

Oh . © 8 for 


6 1600 
for mercy ? Wh — HERE here bene vo- 
lence, with cheering aſpect, deals out com- 
fort; here the wretched find a refuge, the 
fortowfut have their tears dried up. You 
have here, my friends, the living argument 
before you, which no eloquence can equal, 
which rivals all perfuafion—the haplefs ſons 
of miſery—the pleading offspring of miſ⸗ 
fortune. Here, by the pious interpoſition 
of Four munificence, ſee, forrow puts on the 
face of joy, wretchedneſs is relieved, and 
innocence protected. From what a train of 
evils you defend theſe harmleſs children! 
| Every ſpecies of iniquity that owes its riſe 
to idleneſs and neglect, by this your com- 
mmendable eſtabliſhment, is ſmothered in the 
bud; whilft induſtry, virtue, and public 
| benefit, evince the bleſſed alternative. 
And now, before I conclude theſe um- 
dle efforts to promote -beneficence, 1 muſt 
| briefly addreſs myſelf in particular to you 
for whole advantage this worthy aſſembly 
are now met together; and let me exhort you 
_ earneſtly ro ſhew yourſelves deſerving of 
| their chriſtian care. Ve are now iti the 
tender ſtate of childhood, an age when Pro- 


| vidence, out of his unbounded wiſdom, has 
| — ordained 


as WE 


(ny }; 


: 


ordained that the evils attending us through 
this rugged Journey ſhould not materially 


engage our notice, otherwiſe the mind would 


not have leifure to' cultivate its powers, or 


admit, without frequent hindrance, and 


greater difficulty, the knowledge adapted to 
its particular faculties. And as perception 


and experience alone can render you tho- 
roughly ſenſible of the many dangers and 


miſeries to which human nature is expoſed; 


of courſe, you cannot now duly comprehend 


the utmoſt value of the ſervices done unto 


you by what exceeding great obligations 


you are bound to theſe your public friends 
and fathers. But you are all old enough 
to feel and know the calamity of vant, the 


pain of ficineſs, and wretchedneſs of filth 


and nakedhefs. ' From theſe miſeries their 
feeling boſoms have relieved you; where- 
fore, let it be the conſtant duty of our 
lives, to merit theſe benefactions from time 


to time beſtowed upon you. Be dutiful, 


ſubmiſſive, and attentive to thoſe ſet in au- 
thority over you; honeſt and upright in all 
your ways, and ſtudious to improve; that 
their benefits may not be waſted on you. 
But, above all, forget not your daily grate- 
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ful homage to Almighty God, your hea- 
venly Father, whoſe grace and mercy has 
raiſed you up ſuch friends. Remember 
your Creator in the days of your, youth,” 
And to you to whoſe lot it hath fallen 
to be the guardians and inſtructors of theſe 
children of the public; let me implore ten- 
derneſs in your care, moderation in your 
_ diſcipline, and conſcientious perſeverance in 
whatever you teach them; that this pre- 
cious ſeaſon of their lives may not be loſt: 
and as you are chiefly concerned with them, 
conſider the hardneſs of their lot at beſt, 
and render their ſtate as comfortable as poſ- 
ſible; for you cannot be ignorant what an 
important charge is on your hands, and in 
great meaſure their future conduct will be 
placed to the account of your preſent dili- 
gence or neglect. Be cautious therefore in 
your own good example, and prove your- 
ſelves worthy. the reward you will n 
reap if you do well. 8 

To conclude: As Mart, has mad ;ndul- 
gently dealt its abundant; and undeſerved 
'mercies towards us, and moreoyer given us 
a heart to do good with our poſſeſſions 


(without which riches will but be the cauſe 
of 


C 329 
of our condemnation), let us return God 
our moſt hearty praiſes for the ſame; and 


that we may render this and every other 


charitable work acceptable to him, „let us 


contribute cheerfully to the utmoſt of our 


„ power.” Let us reflect what a wide dif- 
ference there is between the comforts and 
conveniences we and our children enjoy, 
to what the humble lot of the unfortunate 


muſt be content with: let us cheriſh there- 


fore the golden maxim of © doing unto 
„others as we would they ſhould do unto 


„us.“ It is the very beſt direction I can 


recommend to actuate your bounty. Let 


us in one view conſider the precariouſneſs 


of life, the certainty of death, that we can- 
not take our riches with us, and if we could, 
they would avail us nought. Let us beni 
bly employ them as our bleſſed Saviour 


hath adviſed us, by“ putting on bowels of 


tender mercy, and whilſt it is yet to- 
« day by ny our calling and election 
« ture.” 


How eaſy, how delightful 3 is the way to 


eternal happineſs, when the means of ob- 
taining it procure us the moſt valuable pre- 


ſent advantages and pleaſures! What an in- 


. expreſſible 
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expreſſ ble portion of gratitude 1s. due tq 
Heaven, for appointing us a method ſo dif- 
ferent from the lot of many of its candi- 
dates! O may all preſent have ſubſtantial 
grounds to conſole themſelves in the inimi- 
table language of the text When the ear 
heard me, then it bleſſed me; and when 
the eye ſaw me, it gave ie to me; 
$ becaule I delivered the poor that cried, 
< and the fatherleſs, and Th who had none. 
< to help him. The bleſſing of him that 
was ready to periſh 'came upon me, and 
6-1 Cauled the widow's heart to ſing for 
46 joy.“ 

Laſtly, Let us remember Fa: good works 
will affect our children when we are no 
more. How tranſporting the thought, 
when the ſprings of life are drying up, and 
body and ſoul on the very verge of ſepara- 
tion, to be able to bequeath to the dearef 
part of us bleſſings which thall never depart 
from them! 

And when the laſt loud Ling hall 4 
awaken you from that reſt which is pro- 
miſed to them who die in the Lord, and 
< whoſe works follow them,” with what 


tranſports inconceivable will you rejoice, 
Fe dhat 


(2 


that you have been rich in good deeds, 
ready to diſtribute, willing to communi- 
„ cate!” What a profuſion of unalterable 
gladneſs will ſpring up in your ſouls, when 
every diligent and faithful ſteward of theſe 
temporal good things ſhall be called to the 
fulleſt enjoy ment of that endleſs glory that 
is prepared for them! Then ſhall the ra- 
viſhing welcome of well done, good and 
faithful ſervant,“ prove the bleſſed war- 
rant of your admiſſion to never- fading bliſs. 
Then will every weak and erroneous diſ- 
tinction ceaſe, both of men and things, as 
well as religious doctrines. Faith and works 
will appear to be one and the ſame thing 
eſſentially, as inſeparable as effect and cauſe. 
The general admiſſion of all good men will 
abundantly teſtify the reaſon of their admiſ- 
ſion. No antricate and perplexing mazes of 
human learning will prevent its being ſeen, 
that pure and active virtue is neceſſary to ſal- 
vation, and flows as naturally from the ſource 
of an humble regard to God's word, and 
the grace of his holy Spirit obtained through 
faith in the offices of Jeſus Chriſt, from the 
beginning, as the choiceſt fruit can alone be 
| produced from that root which furniſhes its 
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— 1s manifeſtly great of doing pre- 


{ bob ) 
peculiar quality. Then will it be perceived 
why it is hard for a rich man to enter into 
the kingdom of heaven, and yet that he may 
enter therein; becauſe nothing is impoſſible 
with God: and if ſuch apply to him to 


enable them to conquer the temptations at- 


tending upon power and opulence, and em- 


ploy their intereſt and abundance to' the 


wiſe and good ends for which they were 


ſent, why then they will experience a ſu- 
priority of ſtation, even in heaven, in pro» 
portion to the weight of their charge, and | 
difficulty of the trial. 

On the other hand, the poor and negli 
ed, the unfortunate and perſecuted, if they 


receive their lot with pious reſignation, look- 


ing humbly to him who directeth all events 
to the glorious purpoſes of ultimate good- 


neſs and wiſdom ; they will alſo perceive 


that there are treaſures in ſtore for them, 
that will neither make themſelves wings, 
nor condemn them. But this I beſeech 
every one preſent to lay to heart, that now 


is the time to ſecure the riches that 1 
* riſh not.” 


To you who have tlie 3 means, as the op- 


fent 


0 any ) 


ſent good, ſo will your danger and puniſh- 


ment be if you negle& it. The declara - 
tion of your Saviour himſelf, that every 
proportionate mercy ſhewn to his afflicted 


ſervants (who are viſited in gracious wiſdom 
for your trial, equally as their own) ſhall 
receive a due reward, 1s the ſtrongeſt con- 


cluſion I can make to the ſubject. May 
God render it efficacious through the influ- 


ence of his good Spirit, in touching all your 


hearts for the benefit of your fellow-crea- 


' 


tures, Permit me to cloſe my humble ex- 


ertions in this labour of love with this ap- 
peal ;— | 
Suppoſe only for a moment that we 
were aſſured the end of time drew near, 
and that our pre/ent teſtimony of benevo- 
lence ſhould be the poſitive paſſport into 
the bliſsful regions of eternity ; can there 
be a doubt but an immediate general ardour 
would ſhew itſelf, to obtain the claim to 
happineſs by the moſt generous contribu- 
tions? The application is no ways forced. 


Not a perſon preſent can be certain but that 
this is the /aff opportunity he may ever 


have of ſhewing mercy ; of obeying the call 


to uſe his poſſeſſions wiſely; and that a 


noble 
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noble 4 of all narrow ſelfiſh reſtraint | 


may not lay the happy foundation of future 
improvement in godlineſs and good works, 
which an habitual cloſeneſs and hardneſs of 


heart will as naturally prevent, 


Wherefore, my brethren, if you have 
abundance, beſtow your alms accordingly, 
And do ye alſo not forget, to whom fortune 
has been dealt more ſparingly, that © who- 


„ever thall give to drink to theſe little 
* ones ea ſpeaking) one cup of 


& cold water only, verily,“ faith our hleſſed 
Lord, ** he ſhall in no wiſe loſe his re: 
66 ward.“ | 


Now, &c. 
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A Thankſgiving Sermon on the PEACE, 


Nihil tam populare quam pacem, quam concordiam, quam 
otium reperiemus. | De. 


Nulla ſalus bello, | Viss. 


„ 
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S E R M ON X. 


PSALM 3 xxx. 12, 13. 


Tho 570 turned our heavineſs into joy: thou 
Haft put off our ſackcloth, and girded us 


Loth gladneſs : therefore ſhall every = 


man ſing of thy frat je without 1 0 


Ir an holy; zeal for the ese of the Al- 
mighty God and his ſervice, can be ſup- 


poſed to operate more powerfully at one 
time than another, it may juſtly be expected 


to appear upon ſuch an occaſion as the pre- 
ſent. By the injunction of our moſt gra- 

cious Sovereign, and the authority of the 
rulers of the church, we are called upon at 
this particular time, to demonſtrate our pro- 
foundeſt gratitude for the happy return of 
a general peace; to offer up our united 


5 Praiſes to the Supreme Being, and to glorify 


his name for the. peculiar bleſſings we have 
received at his hands : and dane we have 
an 
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an de and weighty cauſe, to prompt 


the readier ſacrifice of thankſgiving, when we 
conſider how univerſal are the benefits from 
this event—that every individual 1s a par- 
taker of the merey; which is farther mag- 
nified by this conſideration, that the too 
general careleſfiieſs in point of religious con- 
duct, renders us little deſerving theſe high . 
marks of God' IJ forbearance. and favour; it 
ſhould. make us duly apprehenſive alſo of 
what muſt follow, if reformation does not 
ſucceed ſuch mighty obligations to gratis 
tude: and we may truly éxult in the pious | 
language of the royal Plalmiſt, and ſay, 
„ This is the day which the Lord hath 
% made; we will tejoice and be: glad in it.“ 
The words of my text very naturally lead 
to a review of the calaniities this country 
has ſuffered by: the war; and the Hazardous 
and alarming ſituation it has been reduced 
to at ſeveral periods, as beſet by great 
troubles, aud war on every ſide. They 
urge us, from a ferious contemplation of the 
imminent dangers we have eſeaped, to a re- 
ligious uſe of the furpriſin 8 5 deliverances we 


have experienced; fo that we may juſtly 
15 exclaim, 


7 
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exclaitny ou Thou haſt turned our heavineſs 
„into joy.“ | | 

That I may Arch you 9 a Eb 

ing ſenſe of all theſe particulars, I will 
make it my buſineſs, in what follows, to 
repreſent to you the grievous conſequences 
of war in general; to prove to you, that it 
is among the ſevereſt of God's viſitations 
for the ſins of men: and, on the other hand, 
what invaluable advantages attend the bleff- 
ings of peace. This will be neceſſary to 
convince us of the dreadful effects of a ſin- 
ful perſeverance; even in this life, and to in- 
eline us, by grave reflection, to put a juſt 
value on God's tender mercies, and render 
our humble and grateful praiſes this day a 
more acceptable ſervice to the Lord. 

It was cuſtomary with the Jews, when 
under the courſe of any heavy infliction, 
either for private delinquency, or national 
ingratitude, to ſubject themſelves to tlie 
deepeſt ſelf-humiliation, and expreſs the 
ſenſe of their failings and unworthineſs, by 
figns and actions ot the moſt mortifying 
qeleription: : ſuch as clothing themielves 
in the coarſeſt and moſt depreciating attire 


N could invent; faſting, and praying inn 
ene 
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ſackcloth and aſhes; in alluſion to which 
religious ſelf-puniſhment, all ſocieties of 
Chriſtians have retained the cuſtom of 
keeping faſt before the Lord, when by a 
ſucceſſion of diſaſtrous events the hand of 
Heaven too evidently appears over them for 
evil. The application of theſe ſuppliant 
addreſſes were ſo frequent during the late 
melancholy conteſt in which our armies 
were employed, that we may fairly con- 
clude from repeated miſadventures, that 
& the Lord did not go out with our hoſts ;” 
that his good time was not yet come to 
put off our ſackcloth, and gird us with 
« gladneſs; that the puniſhment. of our 
iniquities was not yet completed, or our 
pride laid ſufficiently low ; and that, till by 
the juſtice and continuance of his anger, we 
were made in ſome degree ſenſible of our 
deſerts, and inclined to diſtruſt the vain abi- 
lity of our own ſtrength, we were ſuffered 
to fall an eaſy prey to our foes on all ſides; 
though talents, valour, and every obvious 
means of human aid combined to aſſure ſuc- 
ceſs : but as his wrath is ever tempered 
with kindneſs toward his creatures, even the 


moſt unworthy, for in the midſt of anger 
4 e 


2 


„ 


« he remembereth mercy;“ ſo, when he 


bad fulfilled his viſitation, ſpeaking loud- 
ly to us by a long ſeries of unpropitious 
fortune, he at laſt opened our eyes by a 


moſt ſplendid inſtance of his providential 


regard, by favouring our exertions againſt 
our ancient and inveterate foe; and when 
the deciſion of our fate drew to one mo- 
mentous point of awful determination, he 
cauſed victory to declare for us, and by a 


| fingle event laid the foundation of a general 
and honourable peace. O that men 


would therefore praiſe the Lord for his 
« goodneſs, and declare the wonders ir 


he doeth for the children of men.” 


But this alone might not have effected * 
happy object of our preſent praiſes, had he 
not raiſed up ſervants who were duly qua- 
lified for the conducting his merciful de- 


ſigns, and well diſpoſed, from ſterling wiſ- 


dom, to be inſtrumental in the reſtoration 
of public tranquillity and happineſs. Their 
prudent, equitable, and humane exertions 
to this end (under the guidance of God's 
good providence) we are now met to cele- 
brate; and for which every good man (as 


my text expreſſes it) will earneſtly deter- 


„ | * mine 
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mine 7 praiſe his Maker without ceaf+ | 
CE ing.” | 

Now, in order t. to prepare the ieare for a 
due exertion of praiſe, it muſt come pene- 

trated with a thorough ſenſe of gratitude 3 
and this cannot be effected without a previ- 
ous conviction that a manifeſt bOUnty hath 
been conferred upon us. 

And here three things moſt obviouſly 
preſent themſelves to our conſideration, as 
being intimately connected with the ſubject 
of this diſcourſe. | 

Firſt, That we have incurred the pu- 

niſhment of Heaven * our careleſs and 
ſinful lives. 
Seccondly, That war being the ſoreſt of 
God's judgments (of which we have had 
long and ſevere experience), the deliverance 
from it enjoins the higheſt degree of praiſe. 
And, 

Thirdly, That we ſhould be very careful 
to profit from the remembrance both of the 
infliction and deliverance; and that, as ** God 

is flow to anger, and of great goodneſs,” 
we ſhould be the more diligent not to pro- 
voke his wrath in future, ** leſt a worſe 
* © thing. befal us,” For, as one of the pro- 
3 ; phets 


( 43 
phets declares, ** had they: walked -in the 


or ways of God, they ſhould have dwelt 1 in 


« peace for ever.“ 

Firſt, then, I do not 8 that any · 
one will be ſo hardy as to diſpute the great 
decline of religious duties amongſt us, or. 


deny the too general profligacy of the times, 


which certainly flows from this fatal ne- 
glect. No one can be ſo ignorant, or diſ- 


ingenuous, when cloſely preſſed, as not to 


feel and own a lamentable deficiency in his 
own particular conduct reſpecting chriſtian 
faith and practice; ; comparatively with his 


perſeverance in worldly purſuits, and his 


aſſiduous attachment to ſenſual delights. 
it would carry me too far at this time, to 
dwell upon the vaſt variety of particulars 


in which we ail offend; in which we have 


groſsly tranſgreſſed the laws of God; trifled 


with our immortal no leſs than temporal 


happineſs; and merited the final vengeance 


of the Deity. For the ſake of brevity, and 


that I may not encroach upon your patience, 


I will compriſe the multitude of our crimes 


into a /ingle term; but it is of enormous 
magnitude—the ſin of imgratitude—which _ 
is the fouleſt mark of human depravity. 
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lection to ſtamp the baſeneſs of our deport- 


( 
We need only employ our impartial recol- 
ment in this ſad article; to prove the fact 


to our endleſs ſhame, and to exact the hum- 
bleſt confeſſion and ſupplication for forgive- 


" nels: for whether we eſtimate ourſelves as 


a nation at large, or as ſeparate members of 
the community, the truth will be abun- 
dantly verified. 

We have been blefled with a religion the 
pureſt that can be conceived, which owed 
its eſtabliſhment in this country to the moſt 
wonderful and gradual interference of God's 
providence; ſo as to compole one of the 


molt curious and intereſting hiſtories that are 


extant. It is burthened with no ceremo- 
nies or penalties, but what decency recom- 


mends, and reaſon and the moſt admired 


laws enjoin. We have experienced the un- 
paralleled bleſſing of a government the mild- 
eſt and moſt juſtly celebrated for the ſecu- 
rity of men's common rights and liberties, 
ever formed by man, ſo that it ſeems to in- 
dicate the favourite influence of Heaven. 
We have had a ſucceſſion of princes over 
us, of the proteſtant line, ſupporting this 


valuable conſtitution bath of church ang 


ſtate, 
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Nate, and intereſted in the freedom of their 


ſubjects. We have been long ſtrangers to 
the miſeries of civil war, and the devaſta- 


tion of peſtilence ; moſt eminently befriend- 


ed by the Almighty in all our warlike 
achievements 1n former times ; dignified by 
the moſt important victories over our ene- 
mies during long and various military con- 


flicts of later date; bleſſed with vaſt acceſ- 


ſion of wealth and foreign territory, and 


for a conſiderable courſe of time proved by 
unlimited indulgence of theſe ſeveral advan- 
tages. We are governed by a native prince; 
a circumſtance of fondeſt exultation, and 
natural for moſt countries to defire ; and 
whoſe virtues are exemplary to all the po- 
tentates we know of; an admirer himſelf 
of the elegant and uſeful improvements of 
life, and an encourager of all thoſe arts and 
ſciences which adorn human nature, and 
are the happy growth of peace and univer- 
fal proſperity. Let us now enquire how 
we have acted under this Elyſium, as I may 
call it, of earthly happineſs ; in one ſenſe, 
this ſecond golden age. Have we been pious ? 


have we been thankful ? have we made any 


proportionable advances in religious grati- 
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tude for this reign of beneficence? Hays 
we not ſadly declined in all moral profi- 
ciency ?—Anſwer for me yourſelves! The 
hiſtory is in your own lives, and the con- 
duct of all around you! Or fhall I reſolve 
the queſtion by a fe more convidive que- 
ries? How have we employed that prodi- 
gious influx of wealth, which has been 
pouring into this country for many years ? 
Has it tended to dignify human nature, or 
to corrupt it? Hath much been employed 
in public honour to God, in ſoftening the 
inequality of the human lot? or hath it. 
been ſquandered upon the rareſt and moſt 
profuſe luxuries of its poſicflors, to create 
and gratify their luſts, to pamper and ſa- 
tiate inordinate appetites; and made ſubſer- 
vient to the vices and degeneracy of the 
people—fſunk in private uſeleſs extrava- 
gance of individuals, by encouraging ſuch 
inventions, artificers, ſports, and cuſtoms 
© (beſides introducing correſpondent manners) 
as are enervating and diſgraceful to the na- 
ture of man, and deſtructive of the ſimpli- 
city and purity of the national character? 
Hence the univerſal diſſipation and extra- 
Vagance which many complain of, and moſt 
ſubſcribe 


Enn 


ſubſcribe to; that rage for novelty and . 


pence, that baneful and indiſcriminate paſ- 
ſion for equality, which is the. hot-bed of 
envy and ruin. Theſe are truths the moſt 
ſupine obſerver muſt aſſent to. But thefe 
abuſes of God's gifts and bleflings have ſtill 
a worſe tendency. By degenerating our 
manners, they act as a flow poiſon, that 
defeats" the reſtoring palliative afforded vs 
in this ſtate of frailty, error, and . 
tion —I mean RELIGION. 

This was meant to bring us s back to our 
duty whenever we ſhould be found ſwerv- 
ing from it, through the infirmity tat 
„ fleſh is heir to.” It was the moſt gra 
cious inftitution God could deviſe for man, 
to prepare him for the end -of his cre- 
ation. The above purſuits we are all ſen- 
ſible totally diſqualify from the practice of 
it. They obſtruct continually the main 
_ ſpring that gives motion to all devout ſenti- 
ment—confideration : and before I quit this 


diviſion of my ſubject, I mult inftance ane 


grand article, which I fear is held by too 
many of but tritling moment; yet; from 
the beginning of time, it has been eſtecmed 
the higheſt teſt of veneration for the Deity, 

. | ang 


| X 
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and of greateſt influence on our ſucceſs and 
furtherance in piety and virtue. It may 
be trite perhaps to notice, that it is always 
placed foremoſt in the catalogue of thoſe 
ſins of omiſſion which lead the way to com- 
plete depravity; and according as it is at- 
tended to, or not, may be termed the baro- 
meter of men's religious principles: you 
will eafily anticipate my mentioning the 
groſs and univerſal violation of the Sabbath- 
day, which is moſt contemptuouſly broken 

by thoſe who have the greateſt leiſure, moſt 
advantages of knowing better, and moſt re- 
quired to ſet the beſt example. Veneration 
for this day 1s coeval with creation itſelf ; 
it is the very firſt command, being implied 
by the Almighty in his own act, of ceaſing 
from the work of his hands in the forma- 
tion of the univerſe; as the proof whereby 
we acknowledge his being, and our relation 
to him. It is enjoined to be obſerved reli- 
zZiouſly from Geneſis to the Revelations ; 
and throughout the whole ſcripture hiſtory 
we have occaſional and tremendous in- 

ſtances of peculiar viſitations upon thoſe 
who wilfully and groſsly treſpaſſed againſt 


this primary inſtitute of all religion. I 
need 
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need not particularize how improperly, how 
impiouſly, that holy day is kept by top 
many among the gay and youthful of either 


—— 
be” - 


ſex, of all claſſes of life; but eſpecially 1 
among the rich, who notoriouſly and wan- 1 
tonly drive off their ſecular affairs in the fix 1 
days allotted for their tranſaction (eſpecially | 
their travelling engagements), that they may 1 
profanely employ the ſeventh day in pre- 1 
meditated diſſipation, which by the dread 1 
Lord of heaven and earth is commanded to i | 
be a day of reſt both to man and beaſt. 1 
And ſhall I not viſit for theſe things? 1 
faith the Lord: and ſhall not my foul x 
„be avenged of ſuch a nation as this? If 1 
they break my ſtatutes, and keep not my 3 
* commandments, I will viſit their offences 'T 
* with a rod, and their fins with ſcourges:“ 'Þ 
- which declaration aptly introduces the ſe- 1 
cond head of my diſcourſe. 5 
Secondly, We have here an awful de- i | 
nunciation that war 1s ſent unto us as a WW! # 
ſcourge for our fins, and in mercy, for our 1 
repentance and amendment. By theſe ſe- 1 
vere chaſtiſements God rouſes us from the * 
. lethargy of vice to a ſeuſe of our duty, and 1 
bs” | affords 9 
110 
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affords us further pays to redeem the 
time. 
That war is one of the ſevereſt judgments | 
that fin hath entailed upon mankind, may 
be proved from the whole current of profane 
and facred hiſtory. It would be a tedious 
waſte of time to enumerate this in the ſeve- 
ral cafes of vanquithed kingdoms. Suffice 
it, that every one acquainted with ancient 
hiſtory is ſenſible that the decline and total 
. overthrow of the moſt celebrated ſtates have 
had their end in war; and that mankind 
have been umverſally inftrumental to the 
fupreme decrees, in extirpating their fellow- 
creatures. Superior force lays claim to 
power, by the law of nature, and no agent 
is better qualified than man to execute the 
Divine vengeance efefually, when. commit- 
fioned to exerciſe the unbridled paſſions of 
his diſordered will: cruelty, revenge, and 
ſelf-aggrandizement, give the keeneſt edge 
to the exertions of the ſoldier; and when 
the ſentence proceeds from the provocation 
of an offended Deity, the moſt direful effects 
may be dreaded from ſuch cauſes. But 
fill we muſt ever keep in view this uſeful 
truth, 
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truth, that God who created, hath never 
ceaſed to govern : that his judgments are 
ever founded in juſtice, and that vice and 
| ingratitude, and neglect to improve that 
light, which in the depths of his wiſdom he 
hath ſeen proper for each nation at different 

periods of the world; theſe have brought 


deſolation upon the people: into this we 


mult reſolve the preſent appearance of dreary 
waſtes, where the utmoſt grandeur and 


worldly proſperity once reigned ; and con- 


clude, that to the end of time God will 
continue to prove and puniſh his creatures, 
as molt conſiſtent in the eye of his unfa- 
thomable knowledge. 


That war was the moſt to be dreaded of 


all the viſitations from above, i is abundantly 
obſervable from numerous paſſages of the 
ſacred volume, which contain matter of 
much inſtructive information, and are very 
appoſite to the ſubject now before us: they 
clearly ſhew that war was a chaſtiſement 


incurred hy the fins of the people; and not 


only uſed by the Almighty for the puniſh- 
Ment of idolatrous nations, but as a peculiar 
and occaſional correction of his own people, 
whenever they offended him to any into- 
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( 252 ) 
lerable degree by the tranſgreſſion of his 
laws. Is 
It would take up too much of your time 
to be minute in adducing theſe inſtances ; 
but the hiſtories of the Canaanites and Ama- 


lekites furniſh abundant proof of it. Of 
the former, remnants were preſerved (doubt- 


leſs of the leaſt flagitious) as inſtruments of 


future reproof for the backſlidings of that 
very people who were ordained to root 


them out at laſt, and to be planted in their 


room. | | 
When any people are ripe for puniſh- 
ment, and it pleaſes God to employ men in 
the diſcharge of his viſitations, and the ma- 
nagement of ſecondary cauſes, he will ne- 
ceſſarily engage ſuch inſtruments ' as are 
fitted by their qualities for the fatal ſervice; 
and, on the other hand, he will always. 


"raiſe up and prefer thoſe men who have a 
favourable diſpoſition and becoming talents 


to cloſe the wounds of a nation, and admi- 
niſter the healing of peace. I make peace 
and war(faith the Lord); I do all things.“ 


And I think it will ever remain among 


the inſtructive records of miſguided judg- | 
ment, and incautious action, that new en- 
| couragement 


62330 
couragement was built upon every informs 
tion that naturally accorded with our own 
hopes, and an unwarrantable confidence of 
deciſive, eaſy victory, The miſchievous 
arts of latent foes were probably productive 
of many errors, whereby we were led to a 
vain and preſumptuous opinion of our own 
ſufficiency, and the moſt raſh and diſdainful 
defiance of the power of united nations, and 
blinded from adopting the obvious meaſures 
for ſucceſs. In ſhort, © wrath was gone 
“forth: our puniſnment was decreed. 
How deſervedly we had provoked God 
to ſubje& us to theſe miſtakes, preparatory 
to the conſequent misfortune, I have ſhewn 
in the beginning of my diſcourſe. It is no 
leſs certain, we were made a ſcourge for the 
iniquities of thoſe who, by a ſeries: of la- 
mentable events, became our adverfaries ; 
and there can be-but little doubt that long 
and mournful effects will hereafter attend 
their error, no leſs than that of their allies, 
who (without the gift of prophecy), ir is 
no improbable conjecture, in the nature of 
things, may one day rue the encouragement 
of revolt, and their infidious and impolitic 


devices to prolong the miſeries of war, and 
prevent 
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prevent the union that otherwiſe might have 
been effected. And for the inteſtine broils 
and future ſorrows, which are unavoidable 


from the diſtracted ſtate of the diſmembered 
colonies, and mit be felt ere general tran- 


quillity and proſperity reaſſume their ſeat 


among them, they may have ſerious cauſe 
to execrate the ambition of their domeſtic 


leaders, as likewiſe the inflammatory hope 


ſupplied by buſy and common foes to both 
our intereſts, as inſtruments in judgment for 
their depravity and ingratitude. 


To trace heir particular delinquencies is 


needleſs on this occaſion, having ſeen that 
God never viſits with the ſword but upon 


the ungodly. In righteouſneſs doth the - 


„Judge make war.” 


Upon the whole, we have but too tad 


proof, from what has been advanced, that 
the fins of an ungratefu! peofle drew down 


the multiplied calamities from which we 
| have been fo recently and graciouſly deli- 


vered. No parallel from holy writ will 


apply in this caſe, where the marked ini- 


quities of the prince and people united to 
provoke the vengeance of the Lord; for 


in the character of the happy Sovereign of 


this 


* 


— 
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this. favoured. realm, we behold an object of 


virtuous emulation from his yourh up. The 
joint and uniform practice of himſelf and 
royal conſort affords indeed a ſingular ex- 
ception to the general rule, that example is 
more powerful than precept; for ſo irre- 
proachable, ſo admirable a deportment in 
every. branch of moral excellence, ſhould 
ſhame the licentious nobility of both ſexes, 
and render the deviation from ſuch exalted 
patterns more ſuperlatively culpable. 

As I ever held this place peculiarly ap- 
propriated to the honour of God, and the 
advancement of his ſervice, I wholly conſi- 
der all theſe events in a fri&ly religious point 
of view; indeed, had I ability or inclina- 
tion for treating the cafe in any oer light; 
which does not concern my province to 
aſſume, the manifeſt impropriety would 
diſcourage the attempt: 1 have therefore 


been particularly cautious to ſteer clear of 


all political matter, further than poſitively 
connected with the very eſſence of the duty 
we are enjoined to celebrate this day—3 
thankſgiving to Almighty God for our deli- 
verance from the evils of war. But as the 
intereſts of our church and ſtate are ſo inti- 

mately 
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mately combined, and the proſperity o 
diſorder of the one ſo inſtantaneouſly and 
effectually felt by the other, that in this 
happy cement confiſts the ſtrength and 
beauty of our excellent conſtitution, it would 
baffle the moſt induſtrious ingenuity in a 
diſcourſe upon the dangers eſcaped, and the 
wholeſome conſequence of the viſitation, to 
preſerve a total filence upon the general 
cauſes that introduced them, and the viſi- 
ble effects of precipitate and hazardous mea- 
ſures. To ſeparate all the religious conſe- 
quences from the various tendency of hu- 
man actions, would exhibit a fabric without 
foundation, and vacate the relation between 
the Supreme Ruler and his moral ſubjects; 
which affords the inexhauſtible and only 
fund for all religious enquiry and exhorta- 
tion. 

The long experience and ſoreneſs of the 
calamity will moſt naturally incline every 
good and conſiderate man to a proportionate 
degree of gratitude and praiſe for the mercy 
of the deliverance. The magnitude of the 
ſlaughter too dreadfully implies the angry 
hand of Heaven: There fell down many 
* NR becauſe the war was of God.” The 
mourning 
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mourning of the orphan and widow will 


not ſpeedily ſubſide. It would be needleſsly 


_ afflicting to recapitulate, or dwell upon par- 
ticulars that have proved ſo mournful, fur- 
ther than may contribute to magnify our 
ſenſe of the bleſſing of peace on any terms; 


eſpecially of one ſo unexceptionable in its 


conditions to all wiſe and good men. Daily 
proofs, on cooler judgment and deliberate 
inveſtigation, will J fear be ſeen of the 
deep traces that neceſiarily remain in con- 
ſequence of provoking the Moſt High to 
anger. Every individual muſt juſtly ex- 
pect to pay his portion of a debt incurred 
by unſucceſsful perſeverance in a national 
cauſe. All have more or leſs offended; the 

unavoidable juſt conſequence is univerſal 


puniſhment, and the only acceptable de- 
portment under exigencies of this nature, 


is ſubmiſſive reſignation, humble atonement, 
and a peaceable and becoming contribution 
to that ſyſtem of oeconomy and worldly po- 
licy which it hath pleaſed God to appoint 

for our recovery. And here I may with 
truth aver, it ought to be matter of heart- 
felt gratulation, and general praiſe to Al- 


mighty God, that among his manifold 
Vol. I. 8 undeſerved 
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258) 
undeſerved benefits vouchſafed to us, he 
has crowned his good gifts by providing 
inſtruments ſo adequate to fulfil his mer- 
ciful deſigns towards us. Whatever the 
voice of envy or malicious rancour may in- 


ſinuate with raſh abſurdity to the contrary, 
the circumſtance of YOUTH will never be 


objected, where genius, fortitude, and pe- 


netration ſupply the place of full experience : 
the latter muſt come, and {till improve the 
former. A ſpring of wiſdom and virtue 
promiſes a rich harveſt of glory and proſpe- 
rity in riper age. The youthtul David was 
derided for his years, and his proweſs invi- 


diouſly attributed to miſplaced ambition; 


but he proved moſt eminently victorious ; 
he flew his foe, put the enemy to flight, 
and delivered his king and country, ſpite 
of all the evil inſinuations of his jealous 
brethren : but let us not forget that Go 
was with him. It 1s likewiſe a matter of 
ſuperlative ſupport to our future expecta- 
tions, and of additional praite to Heaven, 
that thoſe other rulers advanced by Provi- 
dence to the ſeat of power, are no leſs 
eminent in their reſpective poſts. What- 
ever invincible firmneſs and ſterling judg- 

| ment; 
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ment; whatever the moſt rigid veneration Li 
for the laws can promiſe ; whatever great i | 
abilities and unwearied induſtry can aſſure, 0 
we may juſtly look for from ſuch an union. 
It is worthy notice, in the paflage of 
the Pſalm from whence my text is taken, 
that our tranſlators have pointedly expreſſed, 
that this praiſe ſhall be peculiarly the never- 
ceaſing taſk of every goad man. I hope it 
will not be thought digrefling from my 

ſubſect, if I remark, from this particular ad- 
dition in the tranflation, how extremely Wh! 
degrading it muſt be to human nature, how _ 14 
fouly inſenſible to the choiceſt of God's . 
mercies, ſhould any be found who are not | 
only indifferent to thoſe recent favours, but ZN 1 {| 
actually diſſatisfied therewith. One would — | : 


hardly ſuppoſe ſuch beings could exiſt in 
civilized ſociety, and a chriſtian land: but 
the introduction of. this epithet into the 
_ tranſlation, evidently implies a {ſuſpicion 
that there «were ſuch characters at al} times; 
and it is a melancholy truth, that there are 
{till too many ſuch contemptible exatnples 
of human depravity—men who could ſacri- 
fice to the paſſion for amaſſing wealth every 
diſtinguiſhing property of noble minds, 6 4 
3 en , „ Will fl 
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every amiable ſentiment, every thing they 
ſhould hold moſt dear in the character of 
ſincere and natural friends to the commu- 
nity they compoſe : nay, there are wretches 
ſo abſorbed by covetouſneſs, that they would 
hazard the very exiſtence of their country, 
and even their own conſequent ruin, rather 
than forego a ſelfifh and monſtrous advantage 
of pecuniary profit; ſo enſlaved are they by 
the tyrannical influence of the love of gain. 
Wealth being one of the ſinewss of war, 
the conſtant ſupply of that powerful in- 
gredient furniſhes a number of men with 
occupation, whoſe ſordid turn of mind in- 
clines them to an uſurious traffic in that 
important article men of groveling ſouls, 
who have but the ſingle object of ſelf- im- 
portance before them, through the greedy 
accumulation of treaſure. I need not ſpe- 
cify the ſeveral branches of this claſs of 
traders; but only lament, that, by the fatal 
contraction of their ſentiments, they are led 
to repine at any event that reduces the ad- 
vantage of their claims, and curtails the 
opportunity of adding internal rapine to ex- 
cernal violence. | 
It has been ever found that no paſſion ſo, 
completely 


N 
completely enſlaves the mind of man, fo 
engroſſes his affections, and ſo hardens his 
nature, as avarice; hence it is no longer 
ſo wonderful, as otherwiſe might appear, 
that there ſhould be characters diveſted of 
humanizing ſympathy, or even concerned 
at the approach of peace, which diffuſes 
plenty, circulates the article they hoard to 
oppreſſive purpoſes, the deſtructive ſources 
of uſury and impoſition. .. 

: Thirdly, I ſhall now endeavour to maks 
an inſtructive application of what I have 
humbly conceived, to be pertinent to the 
ſubject of our preſent mecting., Permit me 
to introduce it in the language of a very 
eminent divine. It. is our higheſt wiſ⸗ 
66 dome ever to entertain a juſt ſenſe of God's 
« Judgments ; ; or of his hand in procuring 
& and permitting the evils 1 which befall us; 
„ much more of our own fins, - which are 
«© the meritorious cauſe of them: nay, he 
6 expects that we ſhould acknowledge his 
« providence, and. the juſtneſs of it, in his 
£6 ſevereſt dealings with us; that we "thould 
« be humbled under his mighty hand, and 
„ turn to him who ſmiteth us, and bear 


« the. Indignation of the Lord patiently, 
3 1 becauſe 


x £488 0 


* becauſe we have tinned againſt him.“ 
Whatever is a juſt cauſe of God's diſplea- 
« ſure againſt us, ought to be a Juſt and 
5© reaſonable cauſe of trouble to us.“. 

I have attempted to ſhew vou that the 
cauſe of God's correction originates in out 
abuſe of his abundant mercies, and the miſ- 
application of his benefits and bleffings. 
Let us not preſume then (through a per- 
verſion of that text which declareth . whom 
&« he loveth he chaſtiſeth”) to provoke him 
to further judgments, for it is a fearful 
& thing to fall into the hand of the Lord;“ 
but let us, on the contrary, be moſt hum- 
bly diligent to profit by the corrections of 
our Heavenly F ather, Let his wholeſome 
viſitations excite us to timely repentance z 

for that nations have their period of trial 
limited, as well as individuals, is evident 
from our Saviour's prophecy and denuncia- 
tion concerning Jeruſalem “ they knew 
60 not the time of their viſitation;“ from 
his pathetic commiſetation of their blind- 
mots and from the wicked perverſeneſs and 
obſtinacy of the inhabitants. 

But while we are expreſſing a becoming 


ſenſe of the particular good gifts God has 
beſtowed 
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beſtowed upon -us, let us ever chiefly bay 
in view that grand object of his moſt gra 
cious regard the redemption of aun 
and the invaluable bleſſing of the goſpel of 
Chriſt! For this being the moſt exalted 
proof of his extenſive and aſtoniſhing love 
for us (as it raiſes us from ſin and death to 
holineſs and immortality), ſufficient praiſe 
and gratitude can never be offered to him: 
this will aſſure us © peace which pafleth all 
1. underſtanding.” From a cold and un- 
worthy reception of our bleſſed Saviour's 
love, and from flighting the riches of his 
proffered grace, proceeds our ſecret and moſt 
Invincible evil; that want of ward peace, 
without which we ſhall ever remain inſati- 
able amidſt the utmoſt gratifications of this 
life; and, poſſeſſed of which, every tempo- 
ral evil will appear in ſuch a light as to 
diſcover the wiſdom and goodneſs of God's 
government, and arm us for the trial we 
were created to exerciſe, to render us capa- 
ble of receivin g a more perfect iheritance. 
To the rapid and fatal decline of all 
actual religion amongſt us, we muſt incon- 
teſtably attribute the various calamities that 


have befallen us, either public or private: 
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and reſt aſſured that our final ruin will in- 
evitably follow, if we do not ſpeedily correct 
the error of our ways: of this I have af- 
forded great and awful examples in the 
fate of other much favoured nations. Nay, 
all pious perſons, who make a comparative 
view of the religious ſtate of former ages 
with the preſent times, and the deplorable 
degeneracy of reſpective character among all 
ranks and claſſes of ſociety, can but won- 
der at the gracious lenity of our indulgent 
Creator, and adore him for his long-ſuffer- 
ing towards us. Let us ſeize then this 
happy opportunity of general tranquillity 
to reconſider our ways. Let us accept moſt 
gratefully this timely warning, leſt the can- 
dleſtick be removed from us, as it hath been 
from other churches of old; leſt the light 
we have raſhly ſlighted be put out, and no 
further ſeaſon afforded for repentance. If 
every one of us would weigh theſe truths 
with the ſeriouſneſs due to their important 
conſequence, and, totally independent of his 
neighbour's caſe and conduct, reſolve only 
to be circumſpect in his own religious con- 
cerus; if we would implore the forgiveneſs 
of our offended Maker, alk: and feek ear- 
neſtly 
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neſtly the aid of our meritorious and ever 


bleſſed Saviour and Interceffor, the change 


that would enſue would be equally bleſſed 


as aſtoniſhing: it would aſſure us peace 
for ever here, and hereafter. That it might 


be accompliſhed is moſt certain; for it is 


God's pleaſure, it is his command; and an 
all- powerful Being cannot enjoin impoſſibi- 
lities. That we cannot effect it of our- 
ſelves is undeniable; but the adequate means 


are propoſed to us in God's word, ſtrength= 


ened by his ſacred promiſes, and our own 
conſtant exertions; and a grateful acceptance 
of them is all that is wanting. Can we doubt 
but that what is the declared duty of each 
particular creature will be ſtrictly required 
of him? and what excuſe ſhall we with 
efficacy allege, when the object is in our 


reach, and the power to obtain it ſupplied 


upon the moſt unexceptionable conditions? 


Without me,” ſaith our moſt bleſſed 


Maſter, “ ye can do hothing.“ All things 
are given me of my Father.“ As ſalva- 
tion is obtained for us, let us prove our- 
ſelves worthy of ſuch mercy ; let us ſtrive 
to become the happy children of ſo gracious 
a Father and Redeemer. « am the vine, 
addeth 
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addeti he; ye are the branches :” as 
the vine therefore beareth fruit through the 


virtue communicated from the root, ſo muſt 


we expect to become holy through the ſpi- 
rit of Chriſt helping us. Let us not be 


Chriſtians then merely according to the 


outward form of baptiſm, by taking the 
name only of our Redeemer, as we do of 


our ſponſors, without . partaking further of 


the qualities and benefits of the one more 


than we often do of the other; but let us 


labour to become Chriſtiant indeed, ſuch as 


Chriſt will joy fully own to be his rue di- 


ciples at that dread day of reckoning, when 
the neglected benefits of the goſpel muſt be 
accounted for, and we ſhall all be judged 
according to the meaſure of light we have 
received, or the uſe and abuſe we have made 
of it. I am conſcious I have exceeded the 
uſual limits of my diſcourſe for your in- 
ſtruction from this place; but my hearty 
zeal for your moſt ſerious concerns, and a 
fervent deſire to acquit myſelf to the beſt 


of my humble abilities upon this particular 


and Happy occaſion, will I hope procure me 
your kind indulgence. This appeal I truſt 
to his tribunal, to whom all hearts are open; 

3 e wha 


( 
who knoweth the ſincerity of my profeſ-. 
ſions, whoſe praiſe and glory it is as much 
my delight and with to extol, as it is my 
peculiar office continually to celebrate. And 
that we may cloſe our preſent ſacrifice of 
public thankſgiving in ſtrains of ſuitable 
humility and gratitude, I will again adopt 
the pious ſentiments of the royal Pſalmiſt, 


who aboundeth in becoming expreſſions on 


this ſubject.— Let all the earth fear the 
« Lord; ſtand in awe of him all ye who 
„ dwell in the world. Thou art a place 
* to hide me in: thou ſhalt preſerve me 
from trouble: thou ſhalt compaſs 

„about with ſongs of deliverance.— Be ye 
4 not like unto horſe or mule, which have 


+ no underſtanding ; whoſe mouths muſt 
ebe held with bit and bridle, leſt they fall 


„ upon thee.—Great plagues remain for 


the ungodly ; but whoſo putteth his truſt 
* in the Lord, mercy embraceth him on 
every ſide.—Be glad, O ye righteous, 
* and rejoice in the Lord; and be joyful 
<< all ye that are true of heart.“ | 

N ow, &c. 
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Finally, brethren, farewell : be perfect, be of 
good comfort, be of om mind, live in peace; 
and the God of yo and _ ſhall be 
With you. 
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I TH this ſerious and affectionate 
advice and benediction, the holy 
apoſtle St. Paul takes leave of the church 
at Corinth. It was his final epiſtle to the 
Gentile converts, and his other diſciples in 
that country; and in this concluding verſe 
he ſeems to compriſe almoſt every valuable 
exhortation and attainment neceſſary to 
chriſtian perfection. 

I have made choice of theſe n my 
friends, the occaſion being ſomething ſimi- 
lar; and becauſe it is the laſt opportunity 
1 may ever have of delivering any ſpiritual 
inſtruction 


"IM y 
1 4 . 
. 1 Ly 
4 0 
. n 
Aa 
45 
N 1 
5 = 
11 
1 
: £ K 
1 4 
nb 
uk 7 
15 5 * 
25 4 2 
2. 14 
. 7 & 
A i „ 
* 4 
© 7 
* | 
4, * 
75 5 
XN \ 29 
N . 
[i £3 
«- : 
* 2 
[57 7 „1 
5 2 
I 
g = 
3 0 C 
= 
3 A U 
LE 
” 
1 
1 
+ L 
* 
1 
177 
be | 
. 
29 z 25 
5 : = 
: : 
111 
* 110 
1 | 
WL kg 
15 
"HE. . 
5 N. 
| * 
8 F Ky 
5 * 74 
: 
1 
9 
r 
+ * 
4 'F * 
19 
T's! [2 
ES 
FH r 
= = 
*. 
11 
<A # U 
*Þ F. 

_ : 
__ 
e 
* © : 

. * a 
. 

; * 
1 
| 

17 

i 

* 

0 

* 


* „ 
3 . VS F * ” 
n 4d ub a oe HET Mo ber dt - 2 — 
5 * — 
ä——ää4i . * —— —ẽ ——— — 
* ee 4 
— =o * 1 
IS — a 44 — 
8 . 


. . — 
D. — 
„ 


—ͤ——m—ä—ö — 


1 7 * = r , 
« > 3 Dr * > ny a 
„2 
**, r F * e = * r- 
— A A _ * 2 


S 


( 272 ) 

inſtruction to you from this place, I would 
gladly employ a text the moſt comprehen- 
five in its matter, as well as ſerviceable to 
your beſt intereſts. | 

This apoſtle; after two years indefati- 
gable pains, had planted a conſiderable 
church in that part of Greece : in his ab- 
ſence from them they were over-run with 
great diſorders, to the injury of the chriſtian 
religion, and conſequently to their own diſ- 
grace; for deſerting the ſound doctrine he 
had preached among them, this was the 
reaſon of his writing. I have been per- 
mitted to continue your public inſtructor 
for a much longer ſpace of time: would 
to God that I could in any juſt degree 
compare myſelf to this emineut apoſtle, 
either in gifts, or aſſiduity in our Maſter's 
cauſe ; and particularly in the fruits of my 
endeavours, ſuch as they have been. But 
however weak, imperfect, or unſucceſsful 
they may have proved, as I humbly truſt. 
they have been upright in their obje#, and + 
purely chriſtian in their form, I feel it in- 
cumbent upon me to cloſe the diſcharge of 
my office with as ſolemin and uſeful an addreſs 
and exhortation as my abilities will admit, 
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by enforcing thoſe duties that muſt inſure 
ſound peace of mind to every one of you 
in this world (whatever ſtorms may aſſail 
you in the paſſage), and a ſure reward in 
that more perfect ſtate, where no ſorrows 
can intrude to diſturb your peace; no 
temptations endanger your fall; nor time nor 
accident moleſt your happineſs. _ 

In humble imitation of the holy apoſtle 
then, I would avail myſelf of this occaſion 
to review the general tenor of my mini- 
{try among you; and by pointing out what 
you ſhould avoid, and principally attend 
to, I could wiſh to leave ſuch an impreſſion 
of my good will, as may help (with God's 
bleſſing) to benefit you hereafter, if you 
keep in mind what is ſaid unto you: but 
no good hope of this, my friends, can be in- 
dulged, unleſs you cheriſh the ſaving prin- 
ciple of our holy faith, © that Jeſus Chriſt 
died for you, that there is no other name 
„ by which you can be faved;” unleſs you 
call on him for aid; - for without him ye 
can do nothing.“ 

In the firſt place then, as I perceive that 
the congregation is numerous and mixed, 
and, I 91 fairly ue many are led 

Vol. I Mo | here 
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. 
here from curigfity, no leſs than deſire of 
inſtruction, I ſhall beg leave to take the 
opportunity of delivering a word of general 
advice upon a ſubject that ſtrikes me may 
be of ſervice to ſeveral who do not belong 
to our own pariſh. It is this: There is a 
dangerous refuge ſome weak and ill-taught 
ans have recourſe to, that the flips 
and inadvertencies of thoſe appointed to 1n- 
form them, of courſes the more excep- 


. tionable parts in their deportment, will 


qualify a defection in the flock, and finally 
ſtand between themſelves and the juſt pu- 
niſhment of God; at leaſt alleviate it. 
Nothing can be more erroneous. It is 
enough to mention it, to ſhew at once the 
abſurdity and. danger of ſuch a notion : 
for though no character is more infamous 


than that of profligacy 1 in a paſtor, and no 


one would be ſo baſe as to palate the con- 
duct of ſuch a claſs of men; yet, having ſeen 
in many places much evil flowing from 
this vain apology, this unprofitable com- 
pariſon, I think it my duty to warn you 
of the fallacy of all ſuch reaſoning. Only 


examine yourſelves, whether, if you had 


ſtrictly followed whatever your conſciences 


had 


(© 275. ] 
had concluded right, even from the moſt 
indifferent and exceptionable preacher you 
ever heard, you would not have found 
yourſelves of quite another temper to what 
this objection ſuppoſes ; more charitably 


diſpoſed towards the object of diſguſt; at 
leaſt, far wide of encouraging unſeemly be- 


haviour, and bitter invectives. 

It is an inconteſtable affertion, that 
the better informed and more exalted any 
character is, the more conſpicuous and leſs 
pardonable are any groſs omiſſions in point 
of duty; and that as example lends vigour 
to precept, it is very deſirable, and may 
be efficacious in eſtabliſhing a perſeverance 


in well doing. But fo depraved is human 


nature, ſo ſadly treacherous and perverſe, 


that various inſtances might unhappily be 
produced, where, on the other hand, even 


an exemplary regard to pious practice, to 


regularity, and that conſiſtency of conduct, 
which good ſenſe, no leſs than religion, 
muſt adviſe, have too frequently furniſhed 
food for the moſt diabolical ſlander; and 
the worthy pattern has had no better effect 
than to ſupply a topic of infamous re- 


proach. If people are ſo worthleſs as to 
| TE 2 fall 


+ + 
" 
: 
: 
. 
1 
pl 
: 2 
F: 
, 
1 
MF: 
* 
: 
- 
: 
; 


— — 


. - — — i N k — — [> re wy 8 n 2 r = 1 9 

— I — 2 1 y 9 — — - CL NOS”, 2 . * 6 = 
br . — F r * , 4 . — "Mt — — = . n 99 p 405 9 . —_ 

4 T2 os TERS; 75 * , = : . 2 , N a% 
- —_ 7 a _ = q ITE 1.5 LEY _ 4 of 
pl * * . * 8 = — RY a In 8 * —— 9 —— 
15 — — * — 
* py — ä 
$64 js — Las OO err —— = . : — _ 1 
D N. a ag : | 3 Nene r e eee 
- n — — - — 


— rn Er ——— = Sons — 0 
NY Ce ee we not . — 


— > - rr — 4 r Lo WR OT Tr 
r 1 r 1 
* _— — — ——äö ne ot ray anda — — 
— 2 — — - 
— —— Sf - — 


6 
fall foul of godly purpoſes, where is the won- 
der they are ſo uncharitably loud againſt the 
failings of the thoughtleſs and unconverted ? 
The diſcovery of vice therefore, in an elevated 
ſphere, ſhould rather terrify us than excite. 
our ſpleen or imitation. For what a dread- 
ful aſcendancy muſt it have gained on hu- 
man nature, when reaſon improved by 
education, and perſons indebted to every 
advantage of ſtation, equally become ſuch 
ſhocking victims to it! This alone is 
enough to point out to us the one infallible. 
remedy againſt it. Remember then, as by 
a man's works he ſtandeth or falleth, it 
is incumbent on you always “ to keep a 
„% watch over your own ways.” Be not ſe- 
duced by this common and ready ſnare of 
the grand adverſary of mankind, to ſoften 
your crimes by the reprehenfible conduct 
of others, be they laity or clergy ; for reſt 
aſſured, the weight of other men's fins will 
no ways leflen the puniſhment due unto 
your own ; though, on a flattering com- 


, pariſon, they may poſſibly appear of ſmaller 
magnitude. Whether ſupineneſs, or inca- 
| pacity, or more alarming objections mark 
| the ore of your teachers, or ſupe- 
1 [ riors, 
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riors, leave them to the judgment of their own 
conſciences, and the trial of their Maker. 

To one Lord we all are anſwerable, and 
we are taught in God's word to ſhun this 
pernicious offenſive practice, in an inſtance of 
much more remarkable deſcription: as the 
archangel himſelf, when contending with 
the devil, durſt not advance railing accu- 
55 ſation 3” and you know St. Peter, treat- 
ing of thoſe who preſumptuouſly ſpeak evil 
of dignities, employs theſe words: Whereas 
angels, who are greater in power and 
* might, bring not railing accuſation againſt 
„them before the Lord.” 

Liſten with attentive ears to what you 
ſhall have expounded to you; receive, it 
with penitent hearts; our holy church 
(blefled be God!) affords us every advantage, 
In communicating the ſaving truths of the 
goſpel, by permitting the free uſe of the 
Bible, ſo that they that run may read.“ 
Let the words of eternal life ſink deep into 
your ſouls; ſeize every opportunity of be- 
nefitting by them; confeſs your many tranſ- 
greſſions and unworthineſs; and, inſtead of 
vainly hoping to draw ſupport from the 
want of grace in your fellow-creatures, if 
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1 
you are poſſeſſed with ſufficient conviction 
to be properly ſhocked at vice, demonſtrate 


your abhorrence by praying for the recovery 


of the deluded perſon, and that God will 
& turn the hearts of the diſobedient to the 
& wiſdom of the juſt.” This, my friends, 


I humbly offer as a word of general advice 


to all of you who do not belong to this par- 
ticular congregation, but are aſſembled to 
hear what may be collected from a Fare- 


 avell Sermon. 


As to whatever concerns my own pe- 
culiar ſtation, how far I may have merited 
cenſure in my own perſon, as partaking of 
a degenerated nature like yourſelves, muſt 
be ſubmitted to him who knoweth the 
Heart. It would be preſumption in moſt of 
us, nay the 5%, to hazard a defence of his 
imperfections. 
human frailty, even in thoſe very diſciples 


who were companions of our bleſſed Lord, 
when they yielded to the ſuggeſtions of the 
tempter, or the ſeductions of worldly in- 


tereſt, and their buſy paſſions; when they 
relied on their own ſtrength, or ſuffered 
infufficient reaſon to ſhake their faith; fur- 
aiſh Os of the profoundeſt humility, 

and 


Such woful examples of 


i 


„ 
and wholeſome circumſpection; and we 
may well exclaim, Lord, what is man!“ 
However, ſo far I will venture to apply 
the language of the apoſtle; in one ſenſe 
I can ſafely “take you all to record this 
«© day, that I am pure from the blood of 
„all men, for I have not ſhunned to de- 
&- clare to you all the countel of God, as it 
„is revealed unto us.” It was upon de- 
parting from another ſeat of his apoſtleſhip, 
and with a farewell bleſſing to his friends, 
that Saint Paul makes his appeal; and I 
may humbly paraphraſe his further decla- 
ration, that for the ſpace, not of three only, 
but of thirteen years, I have not ceaſed 
to warn you, upon every due occaſion, if 
not with tears, with the pureſt fincerity. 
Wherefore, in this my laſt addreſs, I 
cannot refrain reminding you of the moſt. 
important concern of your lives; viz. that 
only principle of the chriſtian faith, which 
can avail in perfecting your redemption— 
the full atonement by the merits of a cru- 
cified Saviour, and the benefits to be de- 
rived to us through his aid, jointly with | 
his continual - mediation and intercefhon. i 
Permit me then, once more, to recommend 
| | 5 1 | to 
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to your moſt ſerious conſideration the fol- 
lowing truths, as a ſhort abſtract of what we 

are taught by our holy religion. 
It muſt be level to the loweſt underſtand- 
ing, that every created being receives what- 
ever power it has from him who made it. 
The mighty Author of all creation we call 
Gop, as it cannot be but that He is an all 
perfect being (for otherwiſe no ſigns of 
'good or happineſs could exiſt 09 he can have 
formed nothing but with a view to ſome 
final good. The degrees of perfection he 
| beſtows on any particular orders of his crea» 
tures, muſt be reſolved into his moſt gra- 
cious purpoſes of unerring wiſdom. To be- 
lieve this conſtitutes humility, that baſis 
of pure religion. It 1s ſufficient to exhauſt 
our praiſe, that we exiſt at all, and have a 
chance of heaven. That our firſt parents 
were originally created upright, God's own 
word declares; and that it muſt be true, 
his very nature argues. That they had 
ability to have continued pure, if they 
would have purſued the means, is no leſs 
certain. Obedience was the ſole condition; 
that neceſſarily implies humility, and was 
to be the teſt and trial of their faith, as it 
18 


„ 


18 Rill of ours. The fatal conſequence of 


their fall was previouſly told them, that 
they might not plead ignorance or want of 
aid; the ſentence was death: ſo that they 
had a choice held out to them, for other- 
wiſe they could not have been accountable z 
without a will, their agency could not 

have proceeded from themſelves, nor juſtly 
could they have been objects of puniſhment, 
or favour: the yielding to the temptation 


was their crime; the error clearly all their 


own. 

It may be objected here, by ignorant or 
profane declaimers, that God foreknow- 
ing all things, might have oppoſed the 
falling of his creatures, and their future 
miſery, by warning them againſt the ma- 
lice of their too ſubtle enemy; for God 


is above the devil. It is evident he did ſo, 


from the ſpirit of the command itſelf, as far 
as was conſiſtent with the nature of free crea- 
tures, and a ſtate of probation for further 
happineſs; the commandment being en- 
joined (as juſt now obſerved) for a poſitive 
trial of their duty. To have employed a 
power that would have controuled their 
choice, would have been to alter the very 

nature 


rr eee 
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nature of the creature: by ſimply cleaving 
to obedience, they would have experienced 
the efficacy of refiſtarice, becauſe the will 
would then have been directed to its right 
object, and met ſupport ; by inclining to 
another it became eſtranged, and neceſſarily 
loſt its ſure dependance. Far then from 
any ſubject of complaint, what do we ma- 
nifeſtly diſcover in this event, but the un- 

paralleled diſplay, the merciful exertion | 
of God's free love towards us, formed in 
the eternal counſels of his grace, the glo- 
rious deſign of our recovery, coeval with 
creation? . Inſtead therefore of ſuffering 
ourſelves to be corrupted and miſled by the 
vain ſuggeſtions of preſuming infidels, of 
narrow ſighted and imperfect creatures, 
let us advert to the bleſſed effect of God's 
fore- knowledge; let us ſtrive to defeat 
this ſecond ſnare of the tempter, by avail- 
ing ourſelves of the infallible means pro- 
vided to prevent the rancour of this apoſtate 
ſpirit. r 
But further, the tnoſt . amongſt 
you cannot but allow (ſince hourly ex- 
perience confirms the fact) that the ability 


to think and act with ſtrict uprightneſs 1s 
| * 
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miſerably deficient. How can it be other- 
wiſe? If we were liable to tranſgreſs even 
in a ſtate of innocence, is it likely we 
ſhould retain the ſame degree of ſtrength, 
after having forfeited the privileges of a 
purer ſtate ; after contracting the infection 
of polluted nature, and further increaſing 
its depravity by evil habits ? If we fell, 
when in the beſt ſtage of our being, and 
thereby contracted both ſin and weakneſs, 
is it compatible with the plaineſt ſenſe 
that we can riſe again to virtue by our own 
attempts alone, without a new and more ef- 
ficient power to help us? Again, does not 
every. thing that is good proceed from 
God ? And do we not occaſionally feel a 
ſtrong deſire to poſſeſs his image, evidenced 
in the abhorrence of the evil diſpoſitions of 
our minds ? What then 1s this, but a latent 
ſpark of that reſtoring principle? Whence 
can it come, but from the original of per- 
fection that created us? When could it 
be given, but at the very time of pronounc- 
ing the ſentence upon our firſt parents ? 
For as we all inherit the moral evil and 
natural imperfections introduced by Adam, 


o we partake the gifts then newly 
conferred 
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conferred upon him; for as by one man 


all died, by one (the fecond Adam). thall 
„all be made alive.” And this clearly 
relates, not to the riſing of the body only, 
but to the renewal of the mind; as it would 
profit us nought to riſe again, if not to 
glory; and that we cannot attain without 
chriſtian perfection, which is the momen- 
tous buſineſs of our preſent life. | 

Had not the efficacy of working out 
„ their own falvation” been inſtantly 
communicated to our firſt parents, in the 
eſſence of part of the decree concerning 


them, they muſt at once have ſunk into | 


deviliſh nature; for any being entirely for- 
ſaken of God can be no other. How then 
was the invigorating gift conveyed? As 
when God ſaid, Let there be light, and 
„ there was light; ;” ſo he promiſed to his 
helpleſs creatures the ability to ſubdue their 
grand and bitter enemy, and it was effected 
in them. The offspring of the woman was 
to be too ſtrong for all his wiles: then was 
the revelation made of what was pre-ordain- 
ed; ** the ſerpent might bruiſe his heel,” z. e. 
occaſionally diſturb, and for a time prevail; 
2 5 man was ** to bruiſe his head, z. e. 
triumph 


e 
triumph finally, if he availed himſelf of the 
only power that could aſſure the victory; and 
thus Chriſt our Saviour was foretold, who 
having obtained this to us, may be truly 
{aid to be the light, which lighteth every 
* man that cometh into the world.” He 
was the glorious perſon of the holy Tri- 
nity, employed in making every thing that 
was made; and he allo new created it 
ſpiritually, by the ſtupendous and POO 

myſtery of its redemption. 

It is true, this ſaving light is emis: 
ingly obſcured and obſtructed by our ſen- 
ſual nature; but yet it exiſts  proportion- 
_ ably in every one, and. depends greatly pow 
ourſelves 'to uſe the means of bringing it 
to perfection; and theſe are largely held out 
to us in the goſpel. It no ways concerns 
our own caſe, to pry into the vaſt variety 
of diſpenſations God may think fit to uſe, 
or the periods of them ; both are foreign to 
the preſent ſubject. An humble truſt in 
God, obedience to the precepts of his Son, 
a thorough ſenſe of our own natural defi- 
ciency, proper reliance on the merits of 
our Saviour, and the needful aid of the 
holy Spirit promiſed to us, purely on. ac- 

2 count 
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count of his ſufferings and ſatisfaction; 
theſe are the doctrines I have principally 
taught you, as my conſcience and beſt in- 
formation directed, for your eternal welfare. 
& Other foundations no man can lay” with 
truth and ſafety; and too cautious we” 
cannot be what we build upon it, whether, 
in the apoſtle's words, it be gig: ſilver, 
precious ſtones, or wood, hay, ſtubble.“ 
In the diſplay of theſe doctrines, I truſt 1 
have adminiſtered ſuch plain ſubſtantial food, 
as if well digeſted cannot fail to nouriſh your 
touls ; and, without degrading the juſt enco- 
mium due to moral virtues, and the pre- 
ſent reward 7hey yield even here, in quieting 
the conſcience, and effecting good to others, 
1 have ever guarded.you againſt the evil of 
all phariſaical pretenſion, by pointing out 
that ſuperior influence which can alone 
qualify their effect, and thereby confirms the 
imperfection of our beſt performances, in- 
dependent of this grand chriſtian principle 
(now briefly recited to you), that after all 
„ we are unprofitable. ſervants;”” that we 
are incapable of one good thought, in a 
ſtrict religious ſenſe, but through God's 


grace; in conjunction with whoſe help we 
are 
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are to work out our ſalvation with fear 


„ and trembling,” with all the caution and 
perſeverance the important cauſe: requires; 
and that we ſhall never arrive at a true ſenſe 
of our hazardous condition, but through the 


medium of profound humility.  -. 
In regard to the outward means of our 


becoming chriſtians, as the firſt of all that 


is likely to ca to this end; fervent 
has been my. deſire, and earneſt my endea- 
vours, to enforce the neceſſity and benefit 
of a frequent participation of the holy ſa- 
crament: I wiſh with more ſucceſs, for 
their ſakes, who ſtill are wanting in this 
eſſential article of chriſtian worſhip. It is 
a ſtrange and dangerous infatuation, to deſiſt 


from this poſitive command of Chriſt him 
ſelf, replete with ſo mauy promiſed bene- 


fits, inſtituted upon ſo awful and memora- 
ble an occaſion, and demanding our utmoſt, 
our continual love and gratitude. In turn- 
ing our backs upon this gracious, wholeſome 


feaſt (ſhocking as the thought is), we in fact 


deny our faith ; we refuſe communion with 
our fellow-chriſtians ; diſdain the eaſy, bleſſ- 
ed way of obtaining pardon and future help 
in time of need. Can any reaſon be ad- 

vanced 


ren.. 


os R 
. — » 
* 
. * 
- = DOT 20-00 99. — mw. —— — — = * a 
- — - — — ee : 2 — | mma — — | 
, 2 | ” N 
n _ " 2 — 
2 Ny — . 70 r Hl eds n = — . N —]]— 4 in A a IO 
e N 0 ee e NTT <> rot F — 3 4 au 2 2 7 ME CESS Rr RETIRE ED Wt. — ** . 
; " 8 
1 4 . * , Owe . * „c — „3 — — — 
SIG — OG > oof « n . 8 r. rr . 08 — , 8 5———T—T—T—T— Fiero re 2 ER 
A a 1 s 72 * 8 4 2 423 * 1 — = 4 wt 7 bp: — bf l * 2828 5 a — hs th — . — , 5 —— — by 
J L — Me 


* 

VEG. FF nf 
CARES DC ark kad Nh i Pt TOM hc 
* n A RS © 
5 _ — * . a S 


oO Wer irs 


bs 
# 
' 


1 - 
28 
IE 
1's 
＋ 4 
v- 3 
. bg 
r 
_ 
3 
1 
1 
* * 
* ff 
it 
" $74, 
} FY 4 7 
ul » 
© 
} 0 
1»; ! 
1 Þs 
1 L 
Li * * 4 al 
1 . 
n . 
[5 ih 1 
', $225 
$5 
' 3 
1 4 8 
* 1 4 
. 
12 
: =O . 
. 
3 
"A 
1 5 
3 
1 
1 
15 : 1 , 
| XY 
% » 
ww 
14 
© 78 
+ BY 
14 4 
8 7 
. 
. . 
Ls 13 
þ i 
_ 
"+ WM 
Fe 1 
1 
' x 1 
. 
ö 
r 
MH = 
1 
4 x : 
oC i i 
\ 4 
* 
lo 1 
_ 7 
= 3 
k. A 
4 4 | 
tf } 
1 
q 
1 


( 288 J 
83 for ack raſh, ſuch ſtubborn, fuck 


Engrateful conduct, but that we do not 


yh to mend? It is plainly aſſerted, if we 
aſk, we ſhall obtain; what dreadful con- 
ſequences. muſt enſue to ſuch as perſiſt 
to refuſe the offer ! Every one receives this 
knowledge only in the degree that he de- 
fires it; and a great degree of this defire is 
the only proper preparation for partaking 
of this holy ſacrament ; but I have often 
preſſed this weighty duty in this place, 
from arguments of every kind; and repre- 
ſented it in all its powerful ſhapes previous 
to the appointed ſeaſons of its celebration. 


Time will not permit me now to add as 


much as I could wiſh upon it; indeed, I 
muſt become deeply indebted to your very 
partial indulgence, and approved attention, 
to excuſe the treſpaſs I may ſtill make this 
day upon your patience ; but it being the 
laſt time I ſhall probably offend in this re- 
ſpeR, 1 perſuade myſelf 1 will bear with 
me a little longer. 

For the ſake then of your own moſt va- 
luable concerns, I repeat, and beſeech you 
to remember, that however abundantly thoſe 


fet over you may happen to partake of hu- 
| | man 


(wp a}: 


man weakneſs. and depravity, yet « you 
« will be found without excuſe,” for every 
lighted opportunity of learning your duty, 
for every neglect to profit by the inſtruction 
diſpenſed for your immortal happineſs. 
„ Paul planteth, Apollos watereth, but 
+ God alone giveth the increaſe ;” and if 
you have not applied to him, or do not, 
however learned, and . diligent, and exem- 
plary your miniſter, his labour will be in 
vain towards you, though he may ſave his 
_ own ſoul. As for myſelf, the humble and 


unworthy inſtrument of | communicating , 


God's tranſcendent bleflings to you, weak 
as my bodily preſence and power may have 
been in the diſcharge! of ſo high an office 


far as my practice may have deviated. from 


the ſublime and holy precepts I revere; I 
have conſtantly and cordiaily recommended 
and urged them home to you. I am not 
backward ſorely to confeſs, and lament 
the grievous malady of our common na- 
ture; and till we all do ſo, we ſhall be in- 
capable of conceiving any proper idea of a 
Redeemer. The whole need not a phy- 
e fictan, but the ſicx: and what is it we 
are to be ſaved from, but the corruption of 

by. 7; 1 * 
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a fallen 


..2 78 
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2% 


a fallen eres and our own ed finul- 


neſs and mifery 2, - 
1 truſt, without this declaration, you 


think too juſtly of me, to ſuſpect that any 
thing 1 have advanced this day is founded 


in vain glory: far be ſo unworthy a prin- 
ciple from my object; a pure ſenſe of duty, 


and the tendereſt wiſhes for your welfare, 


prompted me to Gicharge this taſk is fully, 
and ſo earneſtly. | + 
The day muſt come, my FORE when 
every counſel will be diſcloſed, and the 
motives of my conduct, and the deſire of 
my heart towards you, will receive the me- 
rited ſentence. HERE, poſſibly, in this 
very ſpot, many of us may finally meet 
again, never to be ſeparated any more. At 
that awful change, O may I reap the dou- 
ble joy, from having inculcated the eternal 
truths of Chriſt's goſpel, and from behold- 
ing in your unfading lot the blefled fruits 
of attention and obedrence ! 
_ Having now reminded you. of ſome ge- 
neral and important. heads of duty, ſuch 
as I humbly hope will effectually contri- 
bute to your future good, provided you 
treaſure them carefully, and exerciſe them 
PT 


„ 
faithfully, 1 ſhall paſs on to the more par- 


ticular conſideration of the different mem- 


bers of the text; which 1 likewiſe apprehend 


will be found to contain exhortation and 
advice equally beneficial to your beſt hap- 


pineſs, as ſuitable to the immediate occaſion 
of this addreſs; 
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S E R M O N XI. 


ON THE SAME SUBJECT. 
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Finally, brethren, farewell : be perfett, be of 

good comfort, be of one mind, live in peace; 

and the God of bove and peace fhall be 
with you: 


N the further management of the a 
ject which induced me to ſelect this par- 
ticular text at this time, I ſhall now proceed 
to inveſtigate more pointedly the ſeveral 
members it contains. Firſt, I ſhallexbort 
you to “ be perfect; ſecondly, be of 
„ good comfort ;” thirdly, be of one 
„ mind;” fourthly, „live in peace? 
and laſtly, let me dwell with earneſt per- 
ſuaſion upon the confolatory promiſe that 
will accompany all your chriſtian reſolu- 
tions * the God of love and peace thall 
„be with you:“ a promiſe, my brethren, 
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(if we keep our minds intent upon it) of 
ſuch prodigious comfort and ſupport, as will 
remove every wavering apprehenſion frail 
fleſh and blood is prone to ; will enable us 
4 to fight the good fight of faith,” manfully 
toperſevere « for the prize of our high call- 
* ing,” and lead us by flow, but fure de- 
grees, to true perfection: for you can 
hardly be ignorant, that, without ſome 
amendment in our nature, we ſhall no more 

be qualified to partake of the pure reward, 
* than corruption can inherit incorruption, 

& or this mortal immortality.” 

Saint Paul implies in two words the 
MO: of every chriſtian virtue Be 

: % perfect.“ Doubtleſs, he well knew the 
. expediency of our uſing every effort to this 
end; and it is as certain, he would not have 
propoſed to the practice of his diſci ples what 
i he was not equally aſſured was in their 
7 power to perform, provided they employed 
the means, to perfect holineſs in the fear 
4 of the Lord :“ of theſe they could not 
be ignorant, nor could they except againſt 
them; for it was the treaſure, of God's own 
word he held out to them for this end, 


and his own example as a teſtimony of its | 
8 OE: | 
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efficaty..; In this advice he only copied 


the precept of his divine original Be ye 
perfect, even as . Father who is in 
heaven is perfect.“ If Chriſt firſt, and 


his holy followers after him, declare the 


neceſſity of this exertion, by the plainneſs 


and frequency of enforcing it, our enquiry - 


cannot be too earneſt how near we have 
arrived to it: we cannot too ſeriouſly. ex- 
amine the ſtate of our ſouls, the practice of 
our lives; and in whatever degree we fall 
ſhort. of this qualification for eternal happi- 
neſs, we ſhould haſten in recovering the right 
method to obtain a ſufficient portion of it. 

— Be ye perfect. What an important 
charge! how comprehenfi ive, and yet how 
free from cavil or evaſion ! Could we for one 


moment doubt of its expediency, or lean 


to the objection of human inſufficiency, 
we are inſtantly brought back by the ſu- 
perior pattern that is ſet before us: acqui- 
eſce we muſt. Further, if we incline to 
the ſtronger plea of human degeneracy and 
weakneſs, as rendering us ſtill more une- 
qual to perfection, we are ſtopt by the pro- 
miſe of eternal truth itſelf: I will ſend 


the Comforter unto You, who will qua- 
« lify 
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« hfy you for the incumbent . ˙ 4 | 
« will work in you both to will and to 
do, if ye do not perverſely counteract 


my operations. A poſitive declaration, that 


in whatever, Proportion we feel a ſpirit of 


real goodneſs in us, it Ty; ons: * 
pervading influence. ny 


Vou fee then we have a Apts: Lis can- 


not be withdrawn, and abundant help to 


direct us in the uſe of it. It may aſſiſt the 


accompliſhing of this needful diligence, to 


be ſhewn how very wide you are of the 
mark, by warning you of the danger; and, 
through the medium of godly fear, en- 
gaging you to I and e the certain 
auaſchief. 

It any honeſt man with Ghia courage 
to arraign the guilt of his own heart, he 
will at once confeſs how far he is from being 
perfect, and how requilite it is to make 
confiderable advances, ere he can be equal 
to the enjoyment of an all perfect ſociety : 
he will be obliged to acknowledge, in the 
words of ſcripture, that the heart is de- 
5 ceittul above all things, and deſperately 
„wicked,“ an inexhauſtible ſource of im- 
pony and evil, F irſt 888 you muſt be 

intent 


4 299 ) 


intent in praying God to. ** cleauſe your 
ke hearts; ; ald then your actions will im- 
prove of courſe: for it is the hardneſs of the 
heart, a groſs and fatal predi lection in our 


ſetifual nature, which prevents our ſeeing 
this, and alienates us from the Pu ing 


love of our Make. | 
There is no way more effectual, .or:deſs 


exceptionable, of illuſtrating any religious 


truth, than by familiar compariſon, ſuch 
as the daily commerce of life compels us to 


| aſſent to, as being level to the judgment of 


every capacity: it was the powerful mode 
of perſuaſion and inſtruction den ns our 
bleſſed Lord himſelf. 

Let us fix upon an object then of exterior 


| concern, yet of great importance in itſelf, 


and immediately connected with the point 
in queſtion: the exerciſe of God's public 


worſbip, | and the careleſs and unworthy - 


manner in which it is performed by many. 
How diſtant ſhall we find it from even the 
appearance of perfection If any ceremony 
ſhould be guarded by a ſenſe of ſtrict pro- 
priety, it ſhould be his; but there are in- 
decencies and defects attending it, ſo noto- 


riouſly objeQionable, that when HeOugat to 
the 
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the teſt of religious ſerutiny, nay, if but 
tried by the laws' of good ſenſe and civi- 

lized breeding, cannot fail of both ſhocking 
and alarming every truly pious Chriſtian. 

I diveſt myſelf of all natural partiality 
from prejudice of education, in Profeſſing 
that I know not any religious community 
more unexceptionable' 1 in the mode of cele- 
brating its worſhip, than our own church, 
according to its ſtrict appointment. It has 
preſcribed in its public rubric the moſt be- 
coming order and reverential forms: but 
how univerſally are we GENRE 1 in "Ws 
practice of them! 

Firſt, there are few, in proportion to che 
number who attend God's houſe, who even 
pay the humble homage of their knees to 
the Father of life and light, and all the 
bleflings they enjoy: nothing can juſtly ex- 
tenuate this want of becoming reverence, 
but conſtitutional infirmity. As FEW 
unite in the audible declaration of their 
petitions to the throne of mercy, or in 
their thankſgivings; that union of grateful 
praiſe, which ſhould diſtinguiſh one valua- 
ble portion of the ſervice (the reading of the 
"ory Pſalter), is now-a-days too often con- 


fined 
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fined to the alternate voices of the miniſter 
and the pariſh. clerk ; or faſhionably di- 
miniſhed into lukewarm! whiſperings ; un- 
leſs we except the pious few not yet con- 
taminated by this modern refinement in 
devotion. 


In many places, the 980 of enten 


is marked by as little regularity as de- 
corum: the moſt ſerious and affecting paſ- 


ſages of the ſervice are conſequently. diſ- 
turbed by loud and frequent interruptions, 
no leſs to the diſcompofure of the more 


devout, than to the diſgrace of thought- 
leſs + a and the Sonar: of Gus ; 


himſelf. | 
Now to place theſe enormities in a more 


flagrant point of view, let us only advert 


to the warranted deference paid to men. 
We nee! before our prince; we bow to, 
and ſtand before, our ſuperiors in ſituation; 
we offer every mark of outward reſpect to 


recommend our ſuit, and teſtify the humbleſt 


ſenſe of the authority we approach. How 
different the general deportment towards 


our God and Saviour let ſhameful cuſtom 


anſwer ! 


It is an outrageous affront to 9 
breeding 
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breeding to interrupe a polite aſſembly "9 
ing any of its engagements ; it argues a de- 
gree of ſavage rudeneſs to be guilty of it; 
and to appear too late at an hoſpitable enter 
tainment, juſtly ſtamps the treſpaſs with 
exceſs of miſbehaviour.. But ba feaſt is 
comparable to the gracious iivitation of our 
heavenly Father? Whes/e honour can de- 


mand equivalent e to "ne we ne to 


Aim 
Again, how is. s the uſeful purpoſe or che 
preſent ſolemn ſeaſon * neglected or abuſed! 


Who, in theſe times, reckons a reſtraint 


upon the appetite as any ways needful to- 
wards moderating a too fond attachment to 


the world, and ſenſual temptations, and to 


fit the mind for contemplating that ſcene 
unchangeable, to which the preſent 15 but 
a proportionable paſſage ? Is it natural to 
ſuppoſe the miraculous example of our 


loving Maſter in this particular fhould ever 


have been left us, if ſome en to imi- 
tate him were not indiſpenſable? The far- 
ther we are removed from any æra of per- 
fection, the greater our — in this 


1; « Preached in Lent 


1 pect, 
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reſpect, as our on moral deficiencies to 9 180 ö 
ſadly prove. The practice of chriſtian com- [ 
munities in purer ages ; plead the expedi- 7 
ency of ſuch a pious exerciſe by the ſtronger 1 1 ; 
argument; nor can the unprecedented re- | 
laxation of modern and pretended. chriſ- | 
tians (however faſb/0n may delude the judg- —_ 
ment) leflen the value or enn vhs _ 8 g 
religious ordinance. V 
There is another ancient and! moſt "SY - 
neficial cuſtom, which our church preſcribes a 
at this ſerious ſeaſon, too generally diſ- 
uſed; I mean the catechiſing of the chil- 
dren of the pariſh : an exerciſe of vaſt im- 
portance to religious knowledge, without 
which foundation the moſt plain and moſt = 
induſtrious efforts of the miniſter will loſe 1 
conſiderable effect. But how is this leſſon 4 
of inſtruction too commonly repeated ? A W 
bird, in time, might be better taught than ; 
ſome of your children are in this Lad ar- | 
ticle. I need not dwell upon the deſerip- 14 
tion; it is enough to have one's hearing, to 
a upon the inſignificant advantage that 
eau flow from ſuch merely ſuperficial and 
imperfect leſſons. Here the: parent aud the 


n . ate to blame; for vain 
= LY The | will 


+? 


Vu! 
will be the aſſiduity and good intentions of 
a divine towards his flock, when his at- 
tendants are ſo ill prepared to profit by an 
explanation of their faith; while thoſe, who 
ſhould moſt naturally participate this good: 
or evil, appear ſo 'careleſs in ſeeing them 
attend, ſo indifferent in having them in- 
ſtructed properly. It is matter, however, of 
juſt praiſe to God, the Author of every good, 
that the hearts of many, whoſe ſuperior L 
ſtations render | their authority propitious 
to the benefit of their fellow- creatures, have: 
been touched with a ſenſe of the profligacy 

of the times, have had wiſdom to trace the 
evil to its ſource, and to apply ſuch whole- 
ſome and effectual remedies, as cannot fail 
in due courſe of time to check the progreſs 
of univerſal ignorance and licentiouſneſs 
among the offspring of the lower claſs of 
people. I need ſcarce mention that I allude 
to the benevolent, religious, and highly 
commendable eſtabliſhment of he n 
Wo Schools. But this by the way. 
WW There are many other errors A Ry 
i ſions, in the diſcharge of our public and pris 
vate devotions, which every ſerious indivi- 
dual avs. allow need much amendment: * 
1 only 
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I only inftance theſe few exceptionable 
particulars, to prove how far' we are from 


religious perfection; how cold our hearts 


muſt be in that fervice, which exacts our 
firſt concern, ere we could perform it fo 


ungraciouſly ; and that till we begin to | 
regulate the ſpring of this firſt mover, we 
ſhall continue Chriſtians in form, without 


the power of godlineſs ; nay, that ſuch a 


oraceleſs ſervice will only proclaim us 
hypocrites in ' profeſſion; and unworthy. 
abuſers of God's tendered favours. Let us 
labour then for perfection, according to the 
gifts and power given us; and having by 


God's help reformed theſe groſſer corrup- 


tions in our duty, we may depend upon 


ſuch ſupplies of ſtrength, as will afford us 
matter of invaluable conſolation. 
Secondly, The natural conſequence of 
our ſucceſs in every religious attainment, 
muſt be an increaſe of hope : ** Be of good 
comfort,“ adds the Apoſtle. Whether 
we take his words in a ſpiritual or temporal 
ſenſe, they are generally true, and applica- 
ble, as tending to the ſame object. All the 
pains, and mortification, and reproach at- 
tendant upon a life of ſteady virtue, from 
Vor. I. >. a per- 
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a perverſe and ſinful generation, will bg? 
largely compenfated at laſt. The Maſter 
who hath promiſed, and is able to perform 
unto the utmoſt, pronounces this to be a 
ſtate of trial, a Warfare: : that frrait is the 
gate that leadeth unto happineſs; that heaven 
muſt be taken violence; that the faithful 
in Chriſt muſt Sufer perſecution ; beſides 
- abundant other intimations, to remove de- 
ſpondency, concerning what the world terms 
ill ſucceſs in life. And why? Becauſe 
this ſalutary experience is the road to bliſs. 
Theſe declarations then ſhould not diſcou- 
rage, but conſole us; eſpecially if we con - 
template his own example, that through ſu 75 
fering he advanced to glory. For if, in 
obedience to his precepts, we keep a con- 
ſcience void of offence, and © fix our hearts 
<* where true joys are to be found, all that 
we endure here will, by God's grace, yield 
the value of a diſcipline and preparation. 
appointed for the happieſt purpoſe, as an 
indiſpenſable mode of qualification for ano- 
ther ſociety, whoſe humble and neceflary 
dependance upon the one inexhauſtible 
{ource of all good conſtitutes and perpetu- 
ates their felicity : and this is diſpenſed to. 
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us upon the very ſame principle, that we 
employ an education here, ſuitable to the 


poſts we have in view, and the talents we 
poſſeſs; a plain and unanſwerable argument, 


that evidently demonſtrates the folly and 
inconſiſtency of neglecting to it ourſelves 


for heaven. And when the experience of 
ourown mental im provements confirms what 
labour, time, attention, and continual review 
and nice Sate muſt all unite to ſtore 
the mind with any ſubſtantial knowledge, 
even where Nature lends the powerful aid 


of genius, capacity, and application; ſhould 
not his convince; us, that an equal diligence, 


at leaſt, muſt be engaged to make ſome 
progreſs i in godly perfection; when we are 
aſſured what difficulties and enemies we 
have to ſtrive with, and“ that without ho- 


e lineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord?“ Should 

it be alleged, that, every thing below being 
imperfect, we muſt reſt content with fuch 
degrees of knowledge and excellence as the 
preſent ſyſtem will afford, being propor- 


tionably adequate to the patpa of this 
life; and that, as to ſublimer acquiſitions, 
reaſon objects to the expectation of any very 


pure advances under the manifold impedi- 
EE *.*- ments 
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ments which 9985 us: this weak excuſe 
leads us at once to -the ſcripture origin of 


evil, and the very firſt principles of reli- 


gion; and is quite deſtroyed, as to any va- 


| Juable plea for error, by a poſitive revela- 


tion from above, that this world alone is 
the appointed ſtation for our accompliſhment; 
that there will be no other ſtate of trial. And 
to ſilence for ever the vague inſinuations of 


human inability, the gracious Author of 


nature offers an invincible ſupport to go 
through the work, on conditions the plain- 


eſt, the kindeſt, and maſt during that 


can be. 

The joy then which the apoſtle tenders 
from our pious Jabours after perfection be- 
longs to every age and claſs of Chriſtians ; 
each individual may abundantly partake of it, 
however circumſtanced; in one word, it is 
the bleſſed goſpel ; therein we ſee life and 
% immortality brought to light,” all uncer- 
tainty removed, and comfort paſt deſcrip- 


tion !—an atonement made, juſtice ſatisfied, 


mercy held out, a Mediator at hand, God 


| himſelf our deliverer and friend in need, and 


nothing wanting but our own humble and 


earneſt endeavours, our co-operation, to ob- 
| AR tain 
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tain the wet e prize. Whether e 


fore under affliction, or poverty, from this 
ſource unequalled conſolation may be de- 
rived, If the former is your caſe, con- 


„ fder that men are born to it, as the 
«© ſparks fly upwards;“ that if endured reli- 


giouſiy, your light Miction, which is but for 


a moment (comparatively), will work for 


you an eternal weight of glory.” If the 
latter be your condition, reflect that both 
come from the ſame hand, are vifited upon 
particular perſons, according as their ſe- 


veral diſorders require oppoſite remedies; 


always in mercy, for correction and amend- 


ment; that the Lord chaſtiſeth every ſon 


that he receiveth. Beſides, that abundance - 
15 far from being always a mark of favour 


in a religious light; that where it is not uſed 


in doing good, it muſt of neceſſity become 
a curſe, How numerous are the examples 


where it is ſo! Not only from a greedy ſelf- 
iſh deſire to heap up wealth (which na- 
turally locks up all- bowels of mercy, bene- 


ficence, and generoſity, the only means to 


make friends of the mammon of unrigh- 
teouſneſs), but how often do you fee it 
ſquandered and abuſed in the purſuits of 

. 5 | luxury, 


„ 
luxury, extravagance, and every wickedneſs! 
Only obſerve, what wretches originally are 
moſt conſpicuouſly diſtinguithed in this re- 
ſpect ; what methods are too commonly con- 
trived to gain it; what narrow, unſubſtantial 

| happineſs it affords them even here; what 
_ endleſs miſery theſe modes, and the conſe- 
quent abuſe of the poſſeſſion, produce heres 


after! Revert to the affecting parable of the 


rich man and Lazarus, the exact and alarm-- 
ing repreſentation of an ungodly hard-hearted 
worldling; enough to make the pooreſt of 
you grateful for his lot, and cautious to im- 
prove it; enough to cauſe the proudeſt and 
moſt infolent abuſer of proſperity to ſhudder 
at his impending danger. Death ſhall cloſe their 
blind career of folly ; and when they wake, 
they ſhall be confounded at their poverty, 
as much as you will be aſtoniſhed at your 
riches, Let your treaſure then be placed 
in heaven; let us all perſevere in ſeeking 
Firſt the kingdom of God, and his righteouſ- 
neſs; and depend on this, that nothing 1s 
a ſolid ſubject of pure joy, but the proſpect 
of God's favour : all OY delight Is but 
a dream. 

c © chan; This comforting exforration of 

the 
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the apoſtle in the text is ſtill further en- 
larged and ſtrengthened by the following 
perſuaſion of uniformity in religious con- 
duct“ Be of one mind;“ a ſubject, my 
friends, of extreme concern to be attended 


to, and highly Proper for me to enforce at 
this particular time, both as a miniſter of 


the eſtabliſhed church, and from duty bound 
to warn you in an eſpecial manner now, of 


every thing that may affect your moſt eſ- 


ſential intereſts. It would ſupply * —_ 
dant matter for -a ſeparate diſcourſe ; 


preſent I muſt content myſelf with a fi | 


general remarks. 


Not giving due and ſerious attention to 
the ſpirit of this charge, I am pefſuaded will 


be hurrful in an extenſive view, and ex- 
tremely hazardous to any of you who in- 
dulge a wavering in your faith. It is pro- 
per to inform you, therefore, that by with- 
drawing from the communion in which you 
were baptized, you become guilty partners 
of diviſion from the church, and propor- 
tionably accountable for all the evil and 
diſorder ſuch a deſertion muſt create. There 
is but one argument that can poſſibly up- 


hold a plea for ſeparation, which 1s the 
| X ** 8 _ caſe 
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caſe of conſcience; but that muſt be ſupported 
by this poſitive fact, that when a perſon is 
arrived to the fulleſt exerciſe of reaſon, and 
(upon a cloſe and ſolemn enquiry) finds 
the church in which he was bred eſſen- 
tially deficient in its tenets towards ſal- 
vation, and of ſuch a caſt that the pro- 
feſſing them may be dangerous to his ſoul, 
he is therefore compelled to unite himſelf 
to a ſafer mode of faith. But I believe I 
may aſſert, with equal confidence as praiſe, 
this is not the caſe of the communion you , 
If a ſoul is fafe within the pale 
of any church in Chriſtendom, it is in that 
If the faith it teaches flows 
from that pure ſource the goſpel ; if it can 
ſtand the niceſt teſt of uncorrupted Chriſ- 
_tianity ; if its orthodoxy is marked by the 
humbleſt truſt in Chriſt's merits, and the 
promiſed aid of the holy Spirit; 
trines are founded in the preaching of the 
apoſtles, and that in its faving principles 
it varies only from thoſe corruptive errors 
which ſober reaſon muſt allow abundant 
plea for reformation ; what ſound excuſe 
ſhall you be able to advance, if you ſhould 
Quit this venerable mother, and take re- 


belong to. 


of England. 


: 2 — r S-% -— - 1 = _ E „ — 2 — — 
- 4 8 > p ',. 3 . 4 D _ I l 8 X _ _ \ = 
n 1 e 5 % . Ye - 9 — r 
| as Oe "Ot 60> aim ; Prat tn on e - — — 2 4 2 28 3 - 3 9 — . = 
"x" * ; p - 7 ” C MAINE On; II a ns r n — 9 — — No 5 n AIG _— Hops e 
\ — —— 4 Dan r =— = OLE wah p A wer 2, > 5 to _—_ — wy — os: 4: rage - 8 4 2 3 fog nh e e — r 8 WT on 5 
— — e = . by ds - —* Ln 2 WS” Y : — d N 3 af "Ch 4 2 8 S r r 2 _ . — — Me 
gy N -- 1445--< th — * be ES — 2 = * * PER * N I — * Fe wa , — % fo . ＋ * * 3 N = —_—_— 8 = — 
5 " 1 —— — 94 N . 2] - — F < Naas * 5 2 - * a \ 3 4 . 4 4 _ b 5 "a GC [ , — * - Ss Wt, 48 — = 
0 — of EW. I 4 * tO ö hah ro SE * , * "= SA % _ *. tt r _ Pits 8 2 ä 1 ee e n 2 * - . . . pron 8 *. a 
— 7— y — — — . . — . — \ * —_ - — - ; * - — 3 1 N 3 nnr —— — 8 
* 2 rad re * F " — 41 2 n — yo 23 4 — Pars.” -— tf * 3 * 9 5 —— — 2 PR OSS r — 2 a 
* N * 5 TS TSS 1 — 4 2 — 5 ä — — . = — . 4 * W WALES 5+ RY en e and OT I; ee — pt 95. 5 — a — — 
PIR * * * * - ET — . 0 2 - ee * r — ” — — ed on + els at BY — ” 1 2 — 
? „ „ 3 K ” 1 * * . 5 ? S y Wo an 3 
* = R A 
k IA 
” 


_— 


= l 
= 
Os — 
— on 
22 
— ” —_ 
” 5 * 


if its doc- 


fuge 


( 


fuge in the heterogeneous aſſemblies of her 
deluded, wavering foas? Nothing but weak- 
neſs, unjuſt prejudice, the force of party, 
want of thorough information, and (of- 
tener. than any other) that fatal paſſion for 
novelty, can account for diſregard of what 
from earlieſt infancy you have been taught 
to honour ;. but all theſe pleas: united my 
not a warrantable defence. — 

But in this place I muſt deſire you to 
diſtinguiſh [enfibly and charitably, nor con- 
ceive that I am dealing out unfair and un- 
becoming ſarcaſms or reflections againſt any 
ſect the laws defend, from the liberal ſpirit 
of toleration, or which the force of una- 
voidable influence of education muſt na- 
turally and warrantably ſanctify to the pro- 
feſſors. I would only intimate what fault 
and danger you may incur, by wantonly 
departing from a faith and practice, with- 
out diſparagement as ſound and as little 
tinctured with imperfection as any ſociety 
that partakes of human conſtitution. Much 
powerful argument and valuable advice might 
ſtill be added to diſſuade from this unpro- 
fitable, nay pernicious, apoſtacy; but time 
obliges me to forbear. 

Fourthly, The cougluding portion of 
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04 
the text contains this very wholeſome coun- 
ſel, Live in peace;” a diſpoſition that 
muſt ever accompany a deſire 7o be perfect, 


and prove moſt efficacious in aſſuring 


% comfort ;” which cloſely concerns the 


laſt part of my ſubject; but T am obliged 
to be equally brief in the diſcuſſion of it. 
Peace, my friends, is generally ſought where 


it never was, nor ever will be found in the 
world: it is the gift of Chriſt alone, 
who reconciles us to ourſelves. True peace 
cannot be found but in the poſſeſſion of 


God's favour; and that cannot be obtained 


but by faith and obedience : in whatever 
degree we inherit this poſſeſſion, either in 
time or eternity, our enjoyment will be 
proportionably perfect. It mends the de- 
fires, moderates the paſſions, and inſpires 
with hope of endleſs happineſs; procures 
the joy of the Holy Ghoſt, a joy perſiſting 
in the midſt of ſufferings, and flowing from 
a pure and endleſs ſource, the world can 
neither hinder nor diminiſh ! But our en- 
quiry muſt be, what temper leads the ſoon» - 
eſt and the beſt to this attainment ? The 
anſwer is at hand, Charity, which is the 
very bond of peace; not merely the fulfilling 


benevolent purpoſes, however frequent, con- 
4 Nang 
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ſiderable, and judicious; for you know what 
the ſame apoſtle ſays of that virtue ſingly, 
in diſtin&tion from the other. Charity is 
but:another name for religious love ; and, 
to evince the purity of the Fountain whence 
it ſprings, it muſt be univerſal. This is 
the quality we muſt ſcrive to imitate, to 
render our peace both pure and permanent. 
To this virtue peculiarly: belongs the ſin- 
cere forgiveneſs of any wrong. To improve 
it, we muſt lay our own hearts bare; not 
calumniate or judge the conduct of another, 
becauſe complexion and education (or what- 
ever makes us differ) ſave us perhaps from 
the commiſſion of their particular crimes 
and follies; but knowing that we inherit the 
ſeeds of one common evil nature, we muſt 
employ the appointed means. of mending 
that, and, in deep humility for our own 
deficiency, cultivate a Chriſtian feeling for 
the errors of our neighbour : it being weak- 
neſs and hypocriſy in an odious meaſure 
induſtriouſly te explore and cenſure thoſe 
defects, which under fitmilar influence we 
certainly ſhould: not have avoided ; and 
whilſt we ſtill labour under tempers, and 


habits, perhaps more hurtful in the end. 
'Till * * 2 1s 2 in us, 
dender 
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lender will be the harveſt of our intended 
peace. Laſtly, to crown a wiſe. compli- 
ance. with the ſeveral exhortations in the 
text, the apoſtle preſents us with a moſt 
precious promiſe, ©* The love and peace of 
% God'ſhall keep you”—a conſolatory aid 
that will accompany all your Chriſtian re- 
ſolutions and endeavours ; a promiſe of ſuch 
ineſtimable value, as to quiet every per- 
plexing fear that human weakneſs can ſug- 
geſt, and light your way to endleſs hap- 
pineſs; for it cannot admit of a doubt, by 
any ſerious or well · inſtructed perſon, but 
that here the creature is tried and trained 
for a ſuitable and final ene at ho laſt 
great day. Bt 

A few. words more before we pant, and 
I have done. As I know I ſhould reproach 
myſelf hereafter, if in the cloſing of my 
office I omitted any tribute of gratitude 
which the preſent moment calls for, and 
my earneſt inclinations prompt, I cannot 
diſmiſs you without a public declaration of 
my deep regret at leaving you ; without the 
moſt cordial wiſhes for the proſperity and 
happineſs of every one preſent : for as I have 
the flattering ſatisfaction to hear that there 


are 9 0 amongſt you moſt unaffectedly 
concerned 


| Ca} | 
concerned at my departure, I ſhould eſ- 
teem myſelf unpardonably deficient, and 
doing violence to my own ben feelings, was 
I to negle& expreſſing the moſt grateful 
ſenſe of ſuch kind regard, and of every other 
obliging attention I have experienced from 
you ſ many years; and I affure you 
moſt ſincerely, the affection of the meaneſt 
individual of you all is far more welcome 
to me than the higheſt compliment from 
thoſe who have words at will ; becauſe this 
teſtimony. of your attachment muſt flow. 
from purity of principle, unaſſiſted by the 
natural effect of exterior poliſh, or cere- 
monious forms. 

It is little ſhort, 1 believe, of 1 
years ſince I frfi engaged in the charge I 
am now refigning ; a ſpace, in the calcula- 
tion of mortality, of near two lives of men. 
Alas! if the treſpaſſes and omiſſions of the 
. beſt of us were to be ſtrictly canvaſſed du- 
ring ſuch a period; how ſerious, how me- 
lancholy. would be the review ! How muſt 
many regret their raſh negle&, the -foul 
return they have ſhewn for ſuch aſtoniſhing; 
favours from above, as we might number in 
our reſpective caſes ; and for every inſtance 
of good fortune, GE God's bleffing 


upon 
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upon our endeavours ! Doubtleſs, the un- 
grateful * miſapplication of our time muſt 
wofully aggravate the laſt account, unleſs 
we profit by the further ſpace that may yet 
be ſpared to us. Let us all then, my kind 
friends, be henceforth wiſely cautious not 
to abuſe the mercies we have received, but 
vigorouſly endeavour to*redeem the time. 
But further; it is with the pureſt truth 
I can aſſert, that was it right for me to in- 
dulge my own fond wiſhes, I ſhould cer- 
tainly continue, from habitual partiality, in 
this ſpot, till it pleaſes God to remove me 
wholly from the univerſal ſcene of trial and 
uncertainty, It will be readily allowed 1 
have given ' indiſputable proofs of my at- 
tachment to it (perhaps too ſtrong ones), 
for any one to doubt the preference I con- 
feſs. Juſt reſpect to the memory of va- 
luable connections (no longer with us), 
no leſs than due regard to ſome few re- 
maining, obliges me to ſay I have had va- 
rious and powerful temptations to rivet my 
partiality to this ſtation, and conſequently 
leſs caly to reſiſt : and if ſome of the moſt 
captivating, though leſs ſubſtantial attrac- 


tions, have now made themſelves gs; and 
| are 
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are gone for ever, yet * zies if coir ab | 
weight remain, to heighten the natural 
concern I feel on quitting this place. 

On the retroſpect of my general con- 
duct, my conſcience yields the ſatisfaction 
of having been invariably ſtudious to cul- 
tivate the favour and eſteem of the many 
reſpectable characters who have honoured 
me with their friendſhip, no leſs than to 
promote the welfare of my humbler neigh- 
bours to the beſt of my circumſeribed 
ability. It is from no unworthy principle 
of vaip boaſting that I make this obſer- 
vation; for the pleaſing notice of both parties, 
I am duly ſenſible, abundantly rewards much 
better ſervices. A quick ſucceſſion of un- 
foreſeen and ſiniſter events have rendered 
me long acquainted with care and diſap- 
pointment, and contribute to induce my 
change of ſituation : and though I have been 
enabled, through God's goodneſs, to hold up, 
by becoming reſignation and humble hope, 
yet there is a mark we muſt not paſs, with- 
out riſking. the charge of irreligious pre- 
ſumption, without relinquiſhing what alone 
can yield us certain conſolation z an un- 
ſullied purity of intention in all our projets, 


*The Author's mother was then living near him. 


7-7 It 


4 & * 
—_ 

[ 

. 


— K 1s >, 


o _ 
3 — * = — = 
= : = 1 — = 
= — — 225 LON > — as; — 7 r = 
b — . NAICS 44 = yu A ” 2 — mon oa 7 — 
Cy EI yo \ — — 1 — 3 _ > et, \ £45. 4-0 Pe I Sit TT — = —_ 
ns >: - — . bY r . . * . — fey — Sang. Eairent 2 — IIS > A x pp. 14>; 1 — | 9 
econ — — — 1 — — N * 3 2 * a ; * FO TE \ 
— we * 3 — 3 pa 7 - 8 A * —— 2 «a a = I bbs * 0 — PR þ \ ey 3 929 A CR 
* n - «hs 1 . * Df _ a 3 No IE WE * os ie. - bo = RES "— SY 7% * wy 7 r Wo 8 
n 5 * * — Ja —— — 3 ets — Dn 3 2 Sat. rd SE K fs! | Fe 9 46 - SL ms $i Ds = v - 87 = - "RY * — 2 . " . 
= p 2 « — — N : — - om A 9 — S IO : k 1 wo 
- — 5 . - 841 — 2 . by Fe * : > 3. LG * — 1 . — — — — \ * _ — ws, = 
” OXY $0 bot I "end. ap nds Vc * — — . Se ; rd. 8 alin Bet * — " — * IS Ny p l * N ö = \ | " __T — * — 5 — N — 
2 25 — — — — ä _ l 3 N ”" a A PO Tee. * — 0 228 —— . 8 2 -, 
2 . — — — 2 r X . 2 an * n Ms — 2 — Wks 3 « — wa _— = * 
—— — . a - * . 44 == * — * Sus, IWEET 22 . = —— P * r * * —— en = _— 2 
"0.4 & * — . gi, . — 2 ol Ka — — * — — . — - — 1. 5 Was >, Hoa 4 * by —— 2 — * — — PRO - To n 
7 = n — - h Cop "2 [4 * 2 I >. * T0 4 
. 1 > a #1 Be : * r j - 
b * 5 — * 8 EE r 2 I „ ST OS oO IS ot os EN 
— 1 = a 9 — - 5 . * - 
2 * N * . 
=” 8 — 
0 * By 


- bay * Ione pO 
- 2 as 

* 28 "I 
"IB anda "po5/%, . 


(. 320 ) 


U 


It is not in our power to command ſuc- 


ceſs, or poſitively fix our ſtation, however 
grateful the chi, may be to blind ſelf- 


love. 


When duty calls, every lower gra- 


tification muſt give way; and we muſt 


ſubmit with pious acquieſcence to the de- 


crees of Providence, who' governs all events, 
and can direct the moſt Nen to our 


greateſt good. 


FE ;nally, my friends, ese * And chough, 
I humbly hope my race is not ſo thort, as 
to induce me to conclude in the apoſtle's 
pathetic intimation, + that you will ſee my 
face no more]; yet at all events, per- 


mit me to take my leave in his moſt pious 


language: Now therefore, my brethren, 


& commend you to God, and to the word 2 


of his grace, which is able to build you 
up, and to give you an inheritance among 
< the ſaints in heaven.“ May this be the 
happy lot of each of us now preſent, for 

Jeſus Chriſt's 80 our bleſſed Lord and | 


Saviour. ko 
To whom, ak; au Father 904 Ps 


Holy Spirit, three Perſons and one God, be 
aſcribed, as is» moſt due, all © as &c. 


Amen. 2 
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